
So. California Starts Turf 
Research Program 

By WALTER E. LANGTON 
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A f t e r m a n y y e a r s of pers istent ef fort , the 
Go l f Cou r s e Super intendents of Southern 
C a l i f o r n i a h a v e finally secured a tur f ex -
pe r imenta l s tat ion to be p laced on the U n i -
ve r s i t y of Southern Ca l i f o rn i a campus . 
E v e r since the p ioneer ing field w o r k of Drs . 
P ipe r . O a k l e y , Monte i th , N o e r . a n d all the 
rest of the f a m o u s ag ros to log i s t s w h o did 
m o s t of their va luab l e w o r k outside of the 
S t a t e of Ca l i f o rn i a , the tur f boys of this 
s t a t e s t r ugg l ed to secure someth ing they 
k n e w w a s essent ia l to fu l l success of their 
w o r k . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g all the ta lk of fun -
d a m e n t a l s b e i n g universa l , a n d a pre -
dominan t f ac to r , in the g r o w i n g of fine 
g r a s se s , there is much to he said in f a v o r 
of v a l uab l e local ized endeavor . 

I t is t rue that w o n d e r f u l w o r k has been 
done In the A r l i n g t o n g a r d e n s a n d in other 
expe r imenta l plots in other pa r t s of the 
country , a n d anyone w i th a sense of va lues 
could not min imize the excel lent w o r k ac -

• compl i shed . W e h a v e to thank those s in-
cere scientists f o r the introduction of the 
va r ious kinds of bents and in g i v i n g us the 
best methods in b r ing ing these g r a s s e s to 
per fect ion . 

T h e y a l so did exce l lent wor l t w i t h f u n g i -
cides and b u g control . T h e s e f a c t o r s de -
s e rve specia l ment ion. M o s t g r e e n supe r in -
tendents w e r e bew i lde red w h e n they f irst 
s a w the r a v a g e s of l a r g e " b r o w n " and dol-
l a r spots. W h e n the bents w e r e f i rs t int ro -
duced a n d g r o w n out in the g r e e n s of 
Sou the rn C a l i f o r n i a , eve ryone f r o m the 
c h a i r m a n of g r eens , d o w n to the lowl iest 
l a bo r e r on the course though t that our 
t roub les w e r e over f o r here w a s a g r a s s 
that fitted al l requ i rements . I t w a s fine in 
texture , a b e a u t i f u l color, an even p u t t i n g 
su r f a ce . Then lo a n d behold in the dead of 
a w a r m a n d h u m i d n ight w h e n w e imag ined 
that here w a s pe r f ec t conditions f o r the 
g r o w i n g of b eau t i f u l tur f an unseen f o e 
w a s l u r k i n g unde r ou r tur f , s uck ing out 
the v e r y v i ta ls of our best g r a s s p lants a n d 
m a k i n g ou r love ly g r e e n s a h ideous s h a m -
bles. 

M a n y super in tendents spent s leepless 
n ights w o n d e r i n g If they h a d done some -
th ing w r o n g . H a d they i r r igated too m u c h 
or too little, o r h a d they ove r - f e r t i l i zed or 

g i v en the w r o n g k ind of f e r t i l i ze r? W e 
pondered , w e held meet ings , w e banded to-
g e t h e r to f i ght a c o m m o n foe . B u t there is 
one th ing to s a y in f a v o r of b rownpateh , 
it cemented g o o d wil l a n d created the w o n -
de r fu l o r gan i za t i on k n o w n as the Green 
Super in tendents ' A s sn . W e w e r e in trouble 
and needed each other ' s ass istance. He re 
w a s trouble ap lenty . Then, much to ou r 
del ight , W a s h i n g t o n c a m e to ou r ass ist -
ance w i t h a f o r m u l a of ca lomel and cor-
ros ive sub l imate . T o these men w h o g a v e 
us this f o r m u l a w e take off ou r hats, f o r 
t h e y saved the day. 

Sc ience a n d the Supts , 

Go l f super intendents a r e not scientists 
in the str ict m e a n i n g of the wo rd . O u r 
w o r k is too va r i ed a n d extens ive and w e a r e 
not ab le to devote all of ou r t ime in m a k i n g 
exper iments in culture , in soil analys is , in 
p l ant pa tho l ogy and in hybr idizat ion. Fo r 
the g a m e has to g o on a n d it is our p r i m a r y 
funct ion to see that the g a m e never stops. 
Hence w e have been fighting f o r a l ong 
t ime to secure the serv ices of competent 
scientists ; men w h o have the ambit ion to 
do someth ing wo r thwh i l e . F i r s t w e had to 
secure the financial and mora l suppor t of 
those in a position to help us. F o r m a n y 
y e a r s w e h a v e sought this local aid O f t e n 
w e fe l t depressed, f o r no one seemed to 
think w e needed a n y ass istance, but in 
1947 the Super intendents ' A s sn . succeeded 
in g e t t i ng the suppo r t of the president of 
the Southern Ca l i f o rn i a Go l f A s sn . and 
G r e e n Chmn. S impson of the Los A n g e l e s 
CC , a man w h o b y his pers istent e f for t 
secured for us a sympathe t i c hea r ing w i t h 
the r egent s of the Ca l i f o rn i a Un i ve r s i t y at 
L o s Ange l e s . 

T h e n the m e m b e r s of the Southern Ca l i -
f o rn i a Go l f Assn . , the p a r k s and cemetery 
o f f i c i a l s and influential h o m e o w n e r s al l 
c ame to our aid. F i n a l l y w e w e r e ab le to 
estab l ish a tur f f ounda t i on w i th suf f ic ient 
f unds to run t w o years . A f t e r that w h a t ? 
F o r a f t e r al l t w o y e a r s is a short t ime to 
m a k e a n y kind of show ing . M o r e money 
wi l l h a v e to b e f o u n d to k e e p the exper i -
ments a l ive or al l ou r e f fo r t s wil l be so 
much w a s t e d e f fort . In the pas t w e h a v e 
w i tnes sed the pa s s ing a n d death of m a n y 

(Continued on page 72) 
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And Plaques Available For 

I M M E D I A T E D E L I V E R Y 

B. J . K E S L I N C . 
720 W . M A O I S O N ST. C H I C A G O 6, I L L 

C e n t r a l 46S2 D e p t . G 

G O L F E R S — 
refinish chrome plate and 
rust proof all /our$«f95 
golf clubs for . . . I 

Only Tooli Needed Are Soft Cloth and 
N E W I O N KROME KIT 

A f n s i l n i j i n v e n t i o n m a k . i old q o l f t l u b i new, 
s ive t l o n g l e t t i n g f u i t - p r o o t c h r o m e f i n l i h t ha t 
l e i t i l o n q i r t h a n the o r i g i n a l . En t i re ly new p la t -
i n g p r i n c i p l e . B e n i i h e t need l o r e l e c t r o l y t i c 
e q u i p m e n t . 

D O N ' T DISCARD RUSTY CLUBS 
M a h e o l d c l u b * new. Ion I t a t s i m p l e t o u t e « ( 
a u t o p o l l f h , ye t t h t * r e v o l u t i o n a r y new p l a t i n g k i t 
q i v e t en • " d u r i n g new m e t a t p l a t e t h a t r e t U H 
r u i f a n d e i p o t u r e , O n e / o n Krome Kit w i l l c h r o m * 
f i r t i t h a n d r u i t p r o o f a t many a t 18 c l u b t , d e p e n d -
i n g u p o n t h e i r c o n d i t i o n , f o r 11.95. A l i o c h r o m e 
m e t a l p l a t e a u t o t r i m , t o o t i ( e t c . Present s u p p l y 
l imited. Dealer Inquiriwt Invited, 

I O N INDUSTRIES. I N C . 
S o l e i O f f i c e 

141 WEST J A C K S O N BLVD.. C H I C A G O 

D e e m 9 5 5 — T e f : W o b o t A 5 5 2 7 

as supe rv i so r o f this th ree - f o ld p r o g r a m . 
W e be l ieve this p r o g r a m is g o i n g to be of 
cons ide rab l e interest to the parents , a s 
we l l a s a service, not on l y to the boy s bu t 
the p l a y e r s as wel l . T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r 
of a d v a n t a g e s wh i ch c a d d y i n g o f f e r s to 
the boy s of the ne i ghbo rhood . 

1. It w i l l g i v e h im a chance to p lay and 
assoc ia te w i th other fine boy s f r o m his 
a n d o ther communi t i e s . M a n y of the 
f r i ends w e m a k e as c add i e s w i l l l ast f o r a 
l i fe t ime. 

2. It is a good w a y f o r h im to he lp his 
parents , if he lp is needed, ( M a n y boys 
ea rn e n o u g h m o n e y to b u y some of the i r 
c lo th ing and al l of the i r en t e r t a inment . ) 
M a k e s the b o y a p p r e c i a t e the va lue of 
m o n e y and p r e p a r e s h i m f o r the d a y w h e n 
he i s g r o w n and on his o w n . 

3. N o t on ly the g r e a t g o l f e r s bu t most 
of the r ank and (lie p l a y e r s s ta r ted out 
as cadd ies . It is a g a m e once l ea rned that 
can be p l ayed f o r a l i f e t ime , 

4. I t i s u s u a l l y h is f i rst j ob , and b y 
b e i n g t ra ined t o c a d d y we l l , it g i ve s h im 
g o o d w o r k hab i t s w h i c h w i l l b e i nva luab l e 
l a te r on w h e n he g r a d u a t e s to o ther types 
of w o r k . R e c o r d s t h a t b o y s w h o w e r e 
g o o d caddies h a v e been success fu l in other 
l ines of endeavo r . 

5. A g o o d c a d d y is one w h o l ea rns the 
dut i e s of c a d d y i n g to the v e r y best of his 
ab i l i ty , is courteous , a t tent ive , and inter-
es ted in see ing that h is p l a y e r e n j o y s his 
round of go l f . T h e s e dut ies w i l l b e t a u g h t 
b y the c a d d y s u p e r v i s o r a n d his c o m m i t -
tee. 

6. O u r a im is lo d eve l op a pa te rna l 
a t t i tude t o w a r d the b o y s b y our o w n per -
sonnel a n d the p l aye r s w h o e n g a g e the 
se rv i ces of the caddies . 

I f you wish to learn m o r e a bou t this 
p r o g r a m a n d se rv ice call P R 7350 and a s k 
f o r a n y o n e of the c o m m i t t e e l isted b e l o w : 

M r . H . L . R o e t t g e r , C a d d y Supe rv i s o r 
M r . M a r t y K a v a n a u g h . M g r . and P r o 
M r , C a r l R o h m a n n , A s s t . M g r . & P r o 

SO. CALIF. RESEARCH 
(Continued from page 64) 

wel l intent ioned schemes f o r w a n t of funds . 
W a r y e a r s and depress ion yea r s come 
a l o n g w h e n there is ne i ther desire nor 
f u n d s to keep a l i v e v a l u a b l e expe r imenta l 
p lots and w e m u s t g u a r d a g a i n s t a repet i -
tion of this evil. 

C a l i f o r n i a t i russ N e e d s 
I t is too e a r l y to e ven l ay d o w n a tenta -

t ive p r o g r a m as m u c h o r g an i z a t i on w o r k 
h a s to be done b e f o r e e x p e r i m e n t s a r e 
s ta r ted . B u t p e r h a p s a s u g g e s t i o n o r t w o 
wi l l not b e out of o rder . I w o u l d l ike to 
see p roduced a m o n g o t h e r g r a s s e s , a g r a s s 
p l an t that w o u l d cove r o u r mounta ins ; a 



plant w i th deep enough roots and strong 
enough to prevent soil erosion and make 
our melting snows and rain w a t e r w a l k 
down hill instead of run down. Fo r in the 
past lives have been lost and much va luable 
property has been destroyed by the onrush 
of wa t e r down our mounta in sides, and 
g iven the time and the f u n d s I believe it is 
possible f o r some y o u n g agrostologist to 
produce such a g r a s s plant. A g rass plant 
that wil l beaut i fy our hills and prevent 
this colossal was te and destruction f r o m 
tak ing place. 

Then aga in w e should have produced fo r 
us a fine textured g r a s s w i th plenty of deep 
roots, f r ee f r o m disease, a root structure 
that wi l l d ig deep and secure f o r itself su f -
ficient soil w a t e r to sustain a healthy and 
v igorous g rowth wi thout the constant Irri-
gat ion and flooding that is n o w necessary 
to keep our turf al ive and healthy. 

Exper iments should be m a d e wi th d i f -
ferent kinds of fert i l izer tha t wi l ] suit a 
part icu lar kind of soil and have more last-
ing qualities than the bu lk of the ferti l izers 
w e use today. Al l these exper iments mean 
hard w o r k and s low procedure. W e must 
be patient and sympathet ic , f o r there are 
no royal and easy roads to success. N a t u r e 
is in no hurry and abhors quick transitions. 
W e see this s low process of fixing a type 
in the seaside bents. W e look over a bent 
green and see the var ious shades of color. 
W e notice the di f ferent texture; some 
coarse and some very fine. W e see them 
change f r o m a l ight color to a dark color 
and fine p lants developing a coarse habit 
for the genes are not finally fixed, bu t by 
thought fu l exper imentat ion w e shall dis-
cover a fixed type, one that wil l permanent -
ly retain its color and texture. 

These are some of the things that must 
be included in our p r o g r a m and, given the 
r ight kind of personal care, much can be 
accomplished. 

M I N I M U M A C C O U N T 
(Continued from page 27) 

somewhat lower than those of the night 
c lubs and cafes which country club mem-
bers patronize. 

Hahit I s F o r m e d 
T a m O 'Shanter pr ior to the adoption of 

the minimum charge plan, as now. had 
lively enterta inment p r o g r a m s calculated 
to b r ing out members . T h a t entertain-
ment didn't d r a w in the pre -minimum 
d a y s as it does now. T h e habit of com-
ing to the club w a s establ ished when 
everyone wan ted to m a k e sure that they 
were ahead of the min imum. The push 
waa psychological ra ther than logical, as 
most of the members normal ly w e r e 
spending more than the minimum. 

PROs! YOU NEED 
SHOP 

SUPPLIES 
Prepared Especially for Pro» 

F O R M - A - C O A T . , . Puts e professional 
f in ish on whippings. Forms a cap on 
ends of clubs. 

TACKY GOLF GRIP CONDITIONER . . . 
Keeps leather grips soft and tacky. 
Smell bot t les fo r resale. 

G O L F C L U B A D H E S I V E . . . Cements 
gr ips in place, A f lexible all purpose 
adhesive fo r your shop. Fest d ry ing . 

G O L F CLUB L A C Q U E R . . . Protects the 
f inish on wood heeds. Easy t o app ly . 
Ho equ ipment needed: not even a 
brush. Dries in an hour. 

G O L F BAG D R E S S I N G . . . Preserves ell 
types of leather begs. Easy to app ly . 

PRO SHOP EQUIPMENT 
WHIPPING CORD, F I N I S H I N G AND 

BUFFING SUPPLIES 
WRITE FOR HANDY ORDER BLANK 

Kermetti Smitfi 
•jJand. mjolJA, ~h> 

BOX 41, KANSAS CITY 10, MC. 

THE C L U B S I T U A T I O N : W e now f i l l i n g © r d e n 
f o r sets o f w o o d s a n d i rons r e c e i v e d m a n y m o n t h * 
a g o . Sor ry we c a n ' t g i v e ru$h se rv i ce . P l e a t * ccm* 
t t nue t o p l a c e o r d e r s m a n y m o n t h s a h e a d o f y o u r 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 


