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W h a t Is the Future of Golf 
Driving Range Operation? 

By JOE MOZEL 

Ed i to r ' s N o t e : — B y most people in 
the business , Joe Mnzel is looked upon 
as a dean of go l f r a n g e phintiers ami 
ope ra to r s . S t a r t i n g us an assistant 
eaii i ly (He w a s ton little to tote a full 
b a g ) . JIM* has gone the route f r om fu l l -
fledged c a d d y to p ro fess iona l t o ope r a to r 
Of gulf c o u r s e * and ranges . S ince IBSfi 
Joe has opera ted the Ltoyd Go l f C o u r s e 
and She l te red R a n g e In 1 'ortland, O r e -
gun. one of the most success fu l ventures 
of Its kind In the nation, H e is a lso in-
ventor , m a n u f a c t u r e r a n d m a r k e t e r of 
an elfs-trle tee and oi l ier gulf devices . 

I t w o u l d t ake a contort ionist to keep his 
e a r to the g round , his eye on the future , 
a n d his finger on the publ ic pulse all a t the 
s a m e time. Neve r the l e s s , any p ro w h o is 
o p e r a t i n g an o ld - f a sh ioned " s t o p and s o c k " 
t y p e of d r i v i n g r a n g e had better pract ice 
u p on al l those w i s e hab i t s and b u y a first 
c lass crysta l ba l l b e c a u s e the chances a r e 
he'l l find his d r i v i n g r a n g e d a y s def inite ly 
numbe red . 

E v e n an old second hand , cut, c loudy, 

o u t - o f - r o u n d crysta l ba l l w i l l tell the most 
casua l o b se r ve r tha t there ' s go ld in gol f 
ba l l s but It'll take f i rs t c lass equ ipment and 
m a n a g e m e n t to ge t it. P i c k and shovel 
p rospectors had better s a v e their time. 

Just look a round . W h e r e a r e those 
dozens of s h a c k s on the edges of o v e r g r o w n 
v a c a n t lots w i th their once - b r i gh t "d r i v ing 
r a n g e " s igns ? A lot of t hem have gone 
a l r e a d y a n d a lot m o r e a r e doomed to fo l -
l o w if they don ' t sp ruce u p a bit and learn 
tha t gol f Is b i g bus iness and deserves a b i g 
bus iness a p p r o a c h 

S m a r t opera to r s don ' t even call them 
" d r i v i n g r a n g e s " a n y more . T h e f e w 
pioneers in go l f ' s " n e w l o o k " correct ly call 
their e s tab l i shments " g o l f r a n g e s " and 
they m e a n eve ry w o r d of it. T a k e our 
operat ion in Po r t l and , f o r instance. A t the 
L l o y d Go l f Cou r s e and She l tered R a n g e a 
g o l f e r m a y dr ive golf bal ls , t o b e sure. Bu t 
that 'a not all. H e m a y d r i v e them in all 
k inds of wea the r , w i n t e r o r summer , day 
or n i g h t a n d e n j o y e ve ry s ing le dr ive f r o m 
one of ou r 14 au tomat i c tees that serve u p 
a go l f bai l eve ry seconds. 



And mere driving isn't by any means the 
whole story. Our go l fers may practice fair-
way iron and wood shots, f rom grass-green 
Tampico fiber "brushes" that have the look 
and feel of fine turf and take a lot of 
punishment without a whimper. In fa ir 
weather, day or night, our customers en-
joy a complete outdoor putt ing green that's 
brill iantly l ighted a f t e r sundown. When the 
weather 's wet (and that's pretty frequently 
in Oregon I we invite them inside to use a 
carpeted 5-hole putting green that features 
our automatic tee unit at green level. 

Before, during or a f ter their practice 
sessions a t Lloyd's our customers may eat 
and drink in attract ive surroundings, take 
a shower, change clothes and select fine 
golf equipment f rom our large stock. W e 
feature complete courses of gol f instruc-
tion and our teaching professionals seldom 
have any vacancies in their day-and-night 
teaching schedules during the season. In 
winter, too. they carry substantial teaching 
schedules. 

Immediately adjoining our clubhouse (a 
$100,000 investment nearly 20 years ago ) 
is a sporty nine hole golf course that's 
rated high among those of its size in the 
nation. Except in midwinter, the course 
is nearly a lways filled wi th players and 
even during the winter months go l fers 
brave Oregon's famed mists In surprising 
numbers. 

A l l this doesn't sound much like the 
"stop and swat " driving ranges, does i t? 
I t isn't. Here, capital, advanced equipment 
and e f f i c ient operation have combined to 
make Lloyd's one of the showplaces of the 
community, and a highly profitable one. at 
that. Consistently, this famous gol f recre-
ation center has shown a profit, even when 
its million dollar total value is taken into 
consideration. 

AH this seems to me to be the answer to 
the question. "Wha t is the future of driv-
ing range operation ? " The answer is 
simply that "stop and Bock" ranges are on 
their way out and in their places will come 
well engineered recreation centers for the 
whole fami ly built around that moat 

promising of all sports, golf . An estimated 
four million men, women and children play 
the game today. Ten times that number 
are prospects for gol f tomorrow if only 
proper facilities are provided and enter-
prising capital and sound management 
team up on the project. 

Bucke t of F u n 

I-iook at It this way. Every go l fer wants 
to lower his score. Instruction and practice 
wilt lower his score. Instruction and prac-
tice can be (and too frequently are ) hard 
work. They don't have to be: they can be 
fun when they're carried on conveniently 
and in pleasant surroundings. 

Just the other day, for instance, a go l f -
ing customer of mine came into the pro 
shop. He wanted a bucket of balls to prac-
tice shots that had been g iv ing him trouble. 
Did he just order a bucket of balls ? Not 
on your l i fe! That fe l low laid his dough on 
the line and said, "Joe, g i ve me a bucket 
of f u n ! " That 's what gol f range operation 
can be; " A bucket of f u n ! " 

People like to have fun and they're wil l-
ing to pay f o r fun. But they l ike to eat. 
drink and relax while they're having fun. 
They like to be pampered. They like the 
economy and convenience of public faci l i-
ties like ours but they also like the "club-
house f ee l " we g i ve them f rom the t ime 
they drive into our private, paved parking 
lot until they leave several hours later re-
freshed, relaxed and wel l fed. 

Automatic Tee Key to Future 
Out here in Portland they call the com-

bination I 've outlined the "Moze l System." 
There 's no secret about i t It is based on 
professional technique with the personal 
touch. W e simply g i ve our customers the 
best of everything f rom food and drink to 
putting greens and automatic tees. I t ' s the 
Mozel automatic electric tee that sets the 
" tone" of the whole operation. I 'm mighty 
proud of the tee, of course. I make a profit 
out of manufacturing and selling it and get 
a big kick out of seeing it installed and 
doing a job. But it's not just selfish inter-
est that makes me say that the automatic 

Front e leva t ion of p roposed c lubhouse shows f l oo r space f o r the f o l l o w i n g : (First floor) l ounge , c o f f e e 
shop, d i n i n g room, k i tchen, g o l f o f f i c e ( i n c l ud i ng go l f merchand ise d i sp lay r o o m ) , and women's r e f t 
rooms: (Second f l o o r ) Banquet rooms over look ing range , w i t h b u f f e t k i t chen ; ( h i l l basemen t ) men 's 
dressing rooms, t i l e d showers, i n d i v i d u a l lockers, c l ub room, employees ' rest rooms end s to rage space . 



tee is the h e a r t of goi f r a n g e s of the fu tu re . 
I ' v e p r oven it on the w o r l d ' s finest go l f 
p r o v i n g g r o u n d coupled w i t h 28 y e a r s in 
the go l f business. P eop l e l ike to pract ice 
f r o m an au tomat i c tee. Instead of a bucke t 
of ba l l s be ing a bucke t of w o r k it 's n o w a 
bucke t of f un , as the f e l l ow sa id . 

Yes , the combinat ion of a t t r ac t i ve sur -
roundings , au tomat i c tees, f a i r w a y p rac -
tice a n d p u t t i n g facil ities, g o o d food and 
d r ink m a k e m e cer ta in that there 's a b i g 
f u t u r e in go l f r anges . I t ' s the k ind of 
f u t u r e that t akes cap i ta l and sound man -
a g e m e n t combined . 1 k n o w ; I ' ve seen it 
happen and I ' m s t a k i n g m y w h o l e f u t u r e 
on the bel ief that it Will happen o v e r and 
over a g a i n f r o m one end of A m e r i c a to 
the other . 

I t w o n ' t h a p p e n w i thou t w o r k and cap i -
ta l and it ce r ta in ly won ' t happen w i thout 
cooperat ion . T h e editors of G o l f d o m 
h a v e s u g g e s t e d a sensible means of co-
operat ion a n d I ' m a l l f o r it. L e t ' s o r g a n i z e 
the A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion of Go l f f l a n g e 
O p e r a t o r s to e x c h a n g e ideas on gol f r a n g e 
operat ion. W e al l have ideas on w h a t wil l 
m a k e gol f r a n g e s better . L e t ' s g e t toge the r 
and p e r h a p s w e can he lp b r i n g gol f into the 
he r i t a g e it so r ich ly deserves . 

GOLF EVENTS, New Booklet 
For Tournament Chairmen 

tion to assist in p l ann ing a club c a l enda r 
of da l ly , week ly , month ly and season - l ong 
compet i t ions wh ich wil l increase at tend-
ance and bui ld course pa t r onage . 

G O L F E V E N T S lists 67 of the most 
popu la r c lub events in g r o u p i n g s accord -
ing to p l ay f o r individuals , twosomes , 
threesomes , f oursomes , l a r g e r g r o u p s and 
novelty events and tells h o w to conduct 
each of them. Des i gned to s a t i s f y the 
compet i t ive u r g e of e v e ry g o l f e r and avo id 
the monotony in the c lub go l f ing ca lendar , 
the book let wi l l h e l p c rea te a schedule Of 
contests w i t h p lenty of sa les appea l , 
nove l ty and spo r t ing cha l l enge to g i ve 
m e m b e r s a d i f fe rent f o r m of competit ion 
f o r e ve ry weekend . 

In addit ion to the check- l i s t of events 
the book let tells H o w to H a n d i c a p ; H o w 
to A l l oca te H a n d i c a p S t r oke s ; H o w to Set 
U p M a t c h P l a y Scoresheet ; H o w to M a k e 
P a i r i n g s ; H o w to D i s t r i bu te B y e s ; H o w 
to Seed : W h e r e to L o c a t e Seeded Ent r i e s ; 
Se t t ing Dead l ines f o r P l a y ; L e n g t h of 
M a t c h e s a n d Du ra t i on of Tournaments . 

G O L F E V E N T S is a handbook eve ry 
gol f c lub and t ou rnament cha i rman needs. 
Ind iv idua l copies a r e t w e n t y cents pos t -
paid. Y o u can g e t you r copy by w r i t i ng 
the N a t i o n a l Go l f Foundat ion . 407 South 
D e a r b o r n St., C h i c a g o 5, III. 

1949 PGA Tourney to Richmond, Va. 
T h e P G A has a w a r d e d its 1919 c h a m -

pionship to the H e r m i t a g e C C , R ichmond , 
V a . T h e t ou rnament wil l be a $30,000 event 
sponsored jo int ly b y the H e r m i t a g e C C and 
the Spo r t smen ' s C l u b a n d wi l l be p layed 
M a y 25-31. 

A w a r d of the P G A championsh ip to the 
R i c h m o n d c lub is the cu lminat ion of t w o 
y e a r s w o r k on the p a r t of T o m C, U t t e r -
bach, H e r m i t a g e T o u r n a m e n t Commit tee 
C h m n , a n d m e m b e r of the P G A A d v i s o r y 
Commit tee . Cha r l e s E . " C h i c k " Wi lk inson , 
Jr. is Genera l C h m n . f o r the tournament . 

C o v e r p h o t o o f now book le t of p o p u l a r 
go l f events f o r t o u r n a m e n t chairmen. 

E v e r y t o u r n a m e n t c h a i r m a n wi l l w a n t 
a copy O f G O L F E V E N T S , a new pub l i ca -
tion issued by the N a t i o n a l Go l f F o u n d a -

1 7 S G A P L A C E S 
1 9 5 0 C H A M P I O N S H I P S 

U S G A has a w a r d e d 1850 N a t i o n a l 
O p e n to Mer ion C r i c k e t club. A r d m o r e 
i Ph i l ade lph ia d is t . ) P a „ and 1950 N a -
tional A m a t e u r to Minneapo l i s Go l f 
c lub, St . Lou is P a r k , M inn . D a l e s are 
to be announced later . 

Mer l on w a s host to the 1934 Na t i ona l 
O p e n ; 1916, 1924 and 1930 Nat iona l 
A m a t e u r ; 1904, 1909 and 1926 W o m e n ' s 
N a t i o n a l ; and 1919 and 1926 N a t i o n a l 
Interco l l eg ia te . 

M inneapo l i s Gotf c lub m a k e s its debut 
in 1950 as a nat iona l champ ionsh ip club. 


