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Professional, St. Joseph ( M o . ) Country CJub 

" T h e b e s t w a y to g e t rid of ' e m ia to 
s h o o t ' e m . " 

I v i s i ted the T e x a s T u r f C o n f e r e n c e 
J a n u a r y 13-14-15 he ld a t T e x a s A . & M . 
a t C o l l e g e S t a t i o n , b e c a u s e I w a s g o i n g to 
v i s i t Co l . C l i f f o r d C, W h i t n e y , t he D a d d y 
o f G . I . g o l f i n T e x a s d u r i n g the w a r y ea r s , 
a n d b e c a u s e I a m j u s t a s m u c h In t e r e s t ed 
in the g r a s s e s f o r g r e e n s g r o w n d o w n t h a t 
w a y a s I a m i n t e r e s t e d in o u r o w n types 
of g r a s s e s . 

I t w a s a f t e r t he m i d d l e of t he d a y w h e n 
I a r r i v e d there , a n d the " O l d C o l o n e l , " 
b e i n g e v e n m o r e t h a n a go i f fiend t h a n he 
w a s t w o y e a r s a g o w h e n I l e f t h im, w a s 
a l r e a d y o u t a t t he C o n f e r e n c e to a b s o r b 
e v e r y b i t of i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t he cou ld on 
the g r o w i n g of t u r f . 

A l t h o u g h he w a s m o r e or l e s s l o o k i n g f o r 
a v is i t f r o m m e , h e d i d n ' t k n o w t h a t I w a s 
a n y w h e r e n e a r t h a t p a r t of t he c o u n t r y . 
W h e n I o p e n e d the d o o r of the c o n f e r e n c e 
r o o m , I i m m e d i a t e l y s p o t t e d h i m s i t t i n g in 
the b a c k r o w w i t h b u t one e m p t y cha i r 
b e s i d e h im. I w a l k e d in. b u t he w a s so 
w r a p p e d u p in the l e c tu r e on the e x -
t e r m i n a t i o n of r o d e n t s t h a t I w a s a b l e to 
s t e p p a s t h i m a n d in to the e m p t y s e a t w i t h -
o u t g e t t i n g h i s a t t en t i on . 

A f t e r a b o u t ten m l n u e s of the p o i s o n i n g 
o f g o p h e r s , mo le s , an t s , a n d the tike, I 
s h o v e d h i m a b i t o n the s h o u l d e r , b u t he 
o n l y s coo ted ove r . A f e w m i n u t e s p a s s e d 
b e f o r e the s u b j e c t of t he r i d d i n g of the 
a r m a d i l l o c a m e up , a n d I n u d g e d h i m 
a g a i n , b u t sti l l he w o u l d n ' t g i v e his u n -
d i v i d e d a t t e n t i o n to a n y o n e b u t the 
s p e a k e r . 

" W e h a v e b e e n a b l e to ki l l t he a r m a d i l l o 
w i t h p o i s o n , " s a i d the l e c t u r e r . I k n e w 
w h a t w a s r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the C o l o n e l ' s 
m i n d . H e w a s d r e a m i n g b a c k on the n i g h t s 
d u r i n g his o p e r a t i o n of a n a r m y c l u b a t 
C a m p B o w i e , Tex . , w i t h m y s e l f a s his a r m y 
p r o a n d g e n e r a l man . W e w o u l d c a t c h a 
g o o d d a r k n i g h t to r u n o v e r the g o l f c o u r s e 
in a j e e p a n d k n o c k the a r m o r e d pe s t s o v e r 
w i t h a c a r b i n e . 

C a r b i n e A s P e s t C u r e 

T h i s t ime , I p u s h e d h i m on the s h o u l d e r 
a b i t h a r d e r a n d w h i s p e r e d in his ea r , " T h e 

b e s t t h i n g to d o w i t h ' e m is shoot ' e m . " 
F o r the first t ime , he n o t i c e d t h a t I w a s 
s i t t i n g bes ide h im , a n d w e h a d to hold o u r -
s e l v e s in to k e e p f r o m b r e a k i n g u p the 
m e e t i n g . A f e w s e conds l a te r , the l e c tu r e r 
m a d e the r e m a r k t h a t a f t e r a l l the m o s t 
s u c c e s s f u l m e a n s w a s to s h o o t the a r m a -
di l lo . 

I n i t s s e cond y e a r of ex i s t ence , the T e x a s 
T u r f A s s n . is w e l l o r g a n i z e d and on the 
r o a d to b e i n g a b i g a s s e t to tu r f g r o w e r s 
of t he s ta te , no t o n l y f o r g o l f courses , bu t 
f o r s u c h o t h e r p u r p o s e s a s l a w n s , a i r f i e lds , 
a n d even p a s t u r e s . 

T h e a g r i c u l t u r e d e p a r t m e n t of T e x a s A . 
& M. r w h e r e the C o n f e r e n c e h a s been held 
its first t w o y e a r s , is w o r k i n g In c o o p e r a -
t ion w i t h the A s s o c i a t i o n w h i c h h a s ra i sed 
e n o u g h m o n e y to c a r r y on e x p e r i m e n t s . 
T e s t s w i l l be m a d e d u r i n g the c o m i n g y e a r 
b y c o l l e g e p e r s o n n e l a n d e x h i b i t s of tur f 
a n d so i l s w i l l b e on d i s p l a y f o r t he m e e t -
i n g n e x t y e a r . 

A t a b a n q u e t a n d b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g he ld 
in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the c o n f e r e n c e , P r e s 
G i b b G i l ch r i s t , of t he co l l e ge , sa id t h a t it 
w a s a n o p e n s e c r e t t h a t the school w o u l d 
s t a r t b e f o r e l o n g on the p r o j e c t of c on -
s t r u c t i n g an 18 -ho le go l f c o u r s e a l o n g w i t h 
the r e m o d e l i n g of a h o r s e b a r n n o w on the 
s i te f o r a c lub house . T h e f a c i l i t i e s w o u l d 
b e f o r the u s e o f t he s t u d e n t s a n d t o w n s -
peop l e f r o m t h e n e a r b y c o m m u n i t i e s of 
C o l l e g e S t a t i o n a n d B r y a n . 

M a n y v e r y g o o d p o i n t s on the b u i l d i n g 
of g r e e n s a n d the c a r e of t u r f w e r e b r o u g h t 
u p b y w e l l k n o w n t u r f men , i n c l ud ing D r . 
F r e d G r a u , d i r e c t o r of the G r e e n sect ion of 
t he U S G A . A n d , no d o u b t , m a n y of these 
i d e a s w i l l b e c a r r i e d b a c k to r e s p e c t i v e go l f 
c o u r s e s b y v i s i t i ng g r e e n k e e p e r s a n d p ros 
to b r i n g a b o u t e v e n b e t t e r p u t t i n g s u r -
f a c e s . 

T i ' x an G o i n g to B e n t G r e e n s 

B e i n g f r o m a b e n t g r a s s g r e e n sect ion, it 
w a s qu i t e I n t e r e s t i n g t o m e t o s i t i n on the 
d i s cus s i on of b e n t g r a s s f o r g r e e n s in 
T e x a s . A l t h o u g h i t s not a n e w t h i n g f o r 
t h e m , a n d they a l r e a d y k n o w t h a t it can 
b e g r o w n d o w n t h a t w a y , a b i g m a j o r i t y 
still h a v e the B e r m u d a g r a s s f o r the s u m -



m e r season and c h a n g e over to I t a l i an w i n -
ter rye f o r the w in te r months . The Colonia l 
C C at P o r t W o r t h w h e r e the N a t i o n a l Open 
w a s held in 1941 w a s the first c lub d o w n 
there to have ben t fo r g reens . Co lon ia l not 
only p roved tha t the g r a s s could he g r o w n , 
but the c lub ' s g r e e n s w e r e ve ry good . S ince 
that time severa l other cluhs have changed 
over, a f e w b e i n g B r o o k H o l l o w in Da l l a s , 
D a l l a s A th l e t i c CC , a good m a n y in W e s t 
Texas , and I unde r s t and that the L a k e w o o d 
C C in D a l l a s is at this t ime m a k i n g the 
c h a n g e over to bent , 

G r a h a m Ross , p ro a t the D a l l a s A th l e t i c 
CC . w a s a s p e a k e r at the con f e r ence on h o w 
his c lub c h a n g e d f r o m B e r m u d a g r a s s to 
bent. " A f t e r ou r g r e e n s had been s o l ousy 
f o r some time, the c lub handed me a 
nomina l sum of m o n e y and told m e to do 
someth ing a b o u t them. O n e of m y first 
thoughts w a s to pu t in bent, b u t that 
seemed so r isky, especia l ly w i t h the s u m 
al lotted f o r their bet te rment . M y next 
thought w a s tha t the B e r m u d a h a d been 
so bad tha t I cou ldn ' t a n y more than g e t 
kicked out of a j o b by t ry ing bent , and I 
w a s l ook ing f o r a j ob w h e n I g o t this one. 
S o I immed ia t e l y s ta r ted s ome snoop ing 
a round and w i th in a ma t t e r of w e e k s the 
new bent g r e e n s w e r e under construct ion. 
A t present they a r e b y f a r be t te r g r e e n s 
than w e ever h a d w i th B e r m u d a g r a s s . " 

Ross w a s a s k e d to c o m p a r e the cost of 
upkeep of the t w o types of g rasses . H e 
anftwered tha t he couldn't g i v e them 
f igures as to the ac tua l d i f ference in cost, 
but in his o w n case it w a s n ' t g r e a t b ecause 
he didn't have m u c h financial l e eway . P l a y 
due to be t te r g r e e n s h a d not only p icked 
up but w a s m u c h more en j oyab l e f o r the 
go l f e r . Bu t most l ikely the best a n s w e r t o 
this quest ion w a s g iven hy one of the o ther 
speake r s on tur f w h e n he m a d e the r e m a r k 
that the a v e r a g e B e r m u d a g r een could be 
g r o w n easy enough , but to have a B e r m u d a 
g r een at its best, a lmost as much w o r k , 
knowledge , a n d ca re h a d to be g iven to the 
g r a s s as that g i v en to bent. 

I Tea f o r S m a l l e r C l ub s 

O n e m e m b e r s u g g e s t e d that poss ib ly the 
T u r f As soc i a t i on w a s pu t t ing too m u c h e m -
phasis on the l a r g e r c lub instead of con-
s ider ing the s m a l l e r c lub in the cons t ruc -
tion and c a r i n g f o r greens , Most of us 
k n o w the cost of t ea r ing u p and recon-
s t ruc t ing a g r een w i th the p rope r base in 
o rder to g r o w hea l thy g r a s s . A n d w e a l so 
k n o w that m a n y of the sma l l e r c lubs g o 
on f r o m y e a r to y e a r w i t h bad put t ing sur -
f a ce s because they j u s t don 't see h o w they 
can d ig u p e n o u g h m o n e y to d i g u p their 
g r e e n s and r e v a m p them to the accepted 
methods. 

M a n y of these s m a l l e r c lubs hui lt their 
g r e e n s y e a r s a g o by m o u n d i n g u p a pile 
of dirt f r o m close a r e a and p l an t ing g r a s s . 

I t w a s either this w a y o r else s tay w i t h 
the old sand or cotton-hul l green, because 
of the lack of f unds to do better . T h o s e 
s a m e c lubs still l ack those f u n d s to do 
m u c h about m a k i n g a change . 

A n d as we have since l ea rned there a r e 
no short cuts in the reconstruct ion or the 
bu i ld ing of a g o o d hea l thy green. T h a t w a s 
even b r o u g h t out in the conference. 

Y e t I a m still w o n d e r i n g if w e can ' t do 
someth ing to p rov ide in fo rmat ion to these 
c lubs w i t h sma l l f u n d s In every section 
of the country to s h o w them they can 
have be t te r g r e e n s than they have n o w 
w i thou t spend ing a h e a p of money . 

I a m w o n d e r i n g this, because jus t a f t e r 
the meet ing I visited b a c k in B r o w n w o o d . 
Tex. , w h e r e the U . S. g o v e r n m e n t took over 
the go l f c lub because it w a s aniid the 
m a n e u v e r i n g a rea . I had been detai led out 
there to take charge . W e had the g r e e n s 
then in g r e t t y g o o d shape, but they w e r e 
B e r m u d a . I k n e w jus t a b o u t every b lade of 
g r a s s then and had a lot of those b l ade s 
named , not f r o m p l ay ing gol f on t h e m — 
I didn't have t ime to p l ay g o l f — b u t f r o m 
t r y ing to take pa r t i cu l a r attent ion to each 
g r e e n and tee in their care . 

I k n e w w h a t w a s unde r those g r e e n s — a 
h e a p of T e x a s soil d r a g g e d f r o m the a r ea s 
a round and contoured to m a k e a p u t t i n g 
s u r f a c e w i thou t even the he lp of a n y under 
d r a i n a g e or a hypode rmic needle. 

Bi'nt Good at Brownwood 

W h e n I p l ayed these s a m e g reens recent -
ly they w e r e in b en t g r a s s , and I w o u l d 
s a y that they w e r e p r e t t y c lose to be ing as 
smooth and as fine a p u t t i n g s u r f a c e as a n y 
g r een on wh ich I have eve r p a m p e r e d a bai l 
Into a hole. The bent that h a d been s o w n 
over the top of B e r m u d a g r a s s w i thout re -
do ing the base or even mo les t ing the old 
type g r a s s w a s l y ing d o r m a n t a t this sea -
son of the year , but they put ted true, and 
it w a s very easy to see h o w v e r y we l l they 
m u s t h a v e putted be fo re the g r a s s w e n t to 
rest f o r I heir w in te r season. 

I k n o w that the g r e e n k e e p e r there had 
v e r y l ittle k n o w l e d g e of b en t g rass , I a m 
sure that the man In c h a r g e of the g reens , 
E . J. W e a t h e r b y , learned on ly a b o u t the 
character i s t ics of b en t g r a s s f r o m art ic les 
that he had r ead a l o n g w i th the m a n y ve ry 
good sugges t i ons pub l i shed in G O L F D O M 
Y e t he had good g r e e n s tha t cost only the 
price of the seed w i th the addit ion of the 
l a bo r tha t it took to topdress and scatter 
the seed. 

H o w long these g r e e n s wi l l r ema in to be 
e x t r a g o o d r ema ins to be seen. Bu t the old 
hase w i thout even u n d e r g r o u n d d r a i n a g e 
has mothered a ve ry hea l thy put t ing s u r -
f a c e in its first year , and a sma l l c lub has 
g o o d g r e e n s r i ght n o w a l o n g w i t h a hea l thy 
financial s tatement . 


