
Southern GA Reports Tifton 
Turf Research Progressing 

Southern Golf Assn. soliciting funds for 
carrying on work at Georgia Coastal Plain 
Experimental station. T i f ton, Ga.. in co-
operation with U S G A Green section, has 
presented an impressive report of projects 
in operation under direction of Dr. George 
W. Burton at the station. 

A l ready experiments show promise of 
considerable value in improvement of 
southern gol f turf and solution of problems 
that now make southern course main-
tenance at high level a diff icult job. 

The report of turf projects under way at 
T i f ton fo l lows: 
1. S E E D P R O D U C T I O N I N T U R F 
G R A S S E S : 

a. Centipede grass seed production 
Studies begun in 1946 suggest that over 100 
pounds of good seed can be produced per 
acre during one season with the proper 
treatment. The best ferti l ization and man-
agement treatment In 1946 increased the 
seed yield over the untreated grass more 
than threefold. The ef fects of burning, 
mowing, grazing, and various rates and 
dates of nitrogen application are being 
studied. There are 280 plots devoted to 
these studies. 

Centipede grass offers great promise for 
turf in the South because it will thrive on 
soils of low ferti l i ty, it can be cut closely 
for lawns and fairways, it is very tolerant 
of drought, insects and diseases, and it re-
sists weed invasion to a high degree. Ex-
pensive vegetat ive reproduction, necessary 
because of lack of seed supplies, wi l l be re-
duced in favor of cheaper establishment 
f rom seed. Lawns In T i f ton have been 
grown satisfactori ly f rom seed. 

b. Bahia grass seed production — 
This grass is probably best suited for air-
ports, road shoulders, and similar heavy 
duty assignments Studies conducted for a 
number of years with this grass Indicate 
that burning and adequate nitrogen fertil i-
zation can increase seed yields In old sods 
10 to 13 times. 

Bahla grass may And a pJace in gotf course 
roughs in the South by virtue of its ability 
to g r ow under relatively unfavorable con-
ditions. 
2. D E V E L O P M E N T OF S U P E R I O R 
T U R F G R A S S E S : 
a. Bermuda grass 

Over 100 Bermuda selections f rom various 
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golf courses and the breeding program at 
T i f ton are being tested under green and 
fa i rway conditions. Although just started 
a number of these promise to make better 
turf for both greens and fa i rways than 
common Bermuda grass. 

b. Centipede grass 
A small start has been made in the study 
of the variation within this species. Better 
seed production is the main objective. 

c. Bahia grass 
Progress is being made in the development 
of fine, low growing strains of this species. 
The fine-leaved, low-growing strains of 
Bahia grass appear to have promise for 
golf course fa i rways and perhaps tees. 

3. E F F E C T O F V A R I O U S N I T R O -
G E N O U S F E R T I L I Z E R S U P O N SEA-
S O N A L G R O W T H O F C E N T I P E D E 
G R A S S : 
This includes the study of various Ura-
form compounds and lead to the discovery 
of the most ef fect ive and most economical 
sources of N for turf. 

4. I N S E C T C O N T R O L I N T U R F : 
Various rates of DDT, Benzene Hexa-
chloride and lead arsenate were applied to 
Centipede turf in 1946 and their ef fects on 
worm population are being studied. I t is 
hoped that studies on mole cricket can be 
instituted but we have not found heavy 
enough infestations to date al T i f ton. 

5. P R O D U C T I O N A N D S T E R I L I Z A T I O N 
O F O R G A N I C T O P D R E S S I N G M A -
T E R I A L ; 
144 different combinations of soil, sawdust, 
lime, sewage sludge, ferti l izer, cyanamid. 
and uramon have heen prepared and are 
being composted Their value as top dress-
ing materials will be studied by growing 
grass in them and making a number of 
chemical analyses of them. The completion 
of this study depends upon adding person-
nel. Some mixtures of sawdust and sew-
age sludge took very promising. Mix ing 15 
pounds of cyanamid with every cubic yard 
of soil In an open compost bin killed all 
weed seeds in the soil. 

6 L I M E A N D F E R T I L I Z E R R E Q U I R E -
M E N T S O F S O U T H E R N T U R F 
G R A S S E S : 
A beginning was made on this important 
problem in 1947 but cannot be carried far 
without additional help. 



SOUTHERN CALIF. SUPERINTENDENTS INSPECT O J A I 
Southern Ca l i fo rn ia G o l f Cour ta Supts. Asm. looked over the comple ted f i rst 9 and second 9 neering 

comp le t ion at beaut i fu l O ja i Val ley C C as guests of O j a i ' t supt,. Peul Adessi. The impac t i on tours and 
meet ings of the associat ion ' ! 61 members are considered by supts., c lub o f f i c ia ls and members one of 
the most va luable cont r ibut ions made in recent years to go l f in the sunkist sector . Southern Ca l i fo rn ia 
supts'. campa ign to get tu r f research establ ished at U C L A f inal ly scored wi th coopera t ion of Geo rge 
A rms t rong , pres., S C G A , i n d C . C . Simpson, chmn.. green section of the S C G A . Tne campaign begun 
in the admin is t ra t ion of Bill S tewar t of Hi l lcrest, as the supts'. president and achieved in i t ia l success this 
year under admin is t ra t ion of W m . Beresford. Lo j Angeles C C supt. A check fo r $5790 has been sent to 
U C L A by the Southern Ca l i fo rn ia G A . Turf research plans cal l fo r a $6000 yearly program for S years. 
Clubs and other turf interests have commi t ted themselves to month ly cont r ibut ions which will be col-
lected by SCGA. —D. Scott Chiiholm. photo. 

7. H A S T E N I N G T R A N S I T I O N F R O M 
R Y E G R A S S T O B E R M U D A A N D V I C E 
V E R S A : 
I t is hoped that this problem may receive 
some study in the W in te r and Spr ing of 
1948. He r e again more help is needed. 

8. E S T A B L I S H M E N T O F S O U T H E R N 
T U R F G R A S S E S : 
T h e part 2. 4-D m a y play in this problem 
was studied in a l imited w a y In 1947. A 
summarizat ion of some of the findings is 
be ing published in T ime l y Tur f Topics . 
Other mater ia ls and cultural methods 
should be tested. More of this wo rk could 
be conducted w i th adequate personnel. 

9 E F F E C T I V E N E S S O F V A R I O U S 
C H E M I C A L F U N G I C I D E S A N D H E R B I -
C I D E S U P O N S O U T H E R N G R A S S E S 
S H O U L D B E I N V E S T I G A T E D : 
Such studies cannot be conducted w i th the 
present l imi ted personnel. 

Funds a l ready contr ibuted or pledged to 
operat ion o f the T i f t o n go l f turf p rog ram 
total $4960 of which $800 is f r om the U S G A 
Green section, $400 f r o m the Southern G A . 
$1000 pledged by A t l an ta A th l e t i c club. 
$150 f r o m F lor ida G A , $100 f r om Georg ia 
G A , (100 f r om Pinehurst, Inc. and $10 f r om 
Augus ta W o m a n ' s Nat ional Assn. 

T h e Southern G A points out that U S G A 
Green section contributions can be in-
creased only w i th an increase in U S G A 
membersh ip in the region. T r ibute is paid 
to F r ed Grau of the Green section for his 

wo rk w i th Dr. Burton in ge t t ing the T i f t o n 
exper iments organized and advanced. 

Fur ther detai ls of the Southern G A cam-
paign for better go l f turf and f e w e r serious 
problems of turf maintenance in the reg ion 
may be secured f r om Col. Lee S. Read, sec'.-
treas., S G A . 315 S. 5th St., Louisvi l le 2. K v . 

Southern Turf Problems on 
Docket a t Nashville 

Southern Tur f Assn. conference a t U . 
of Tennessee Agr i cu l tura l Exper iment sta-
tion, Knoxv i i le , Jan. 6 and 7, wil l br ing an 
a r ray of exper ts be f o r e a large attendance 
f r om Tennessee and neighboring states, 
J. K . Underwood, assoc. agronomist o f the 
station, arranged the program. 

A m o n g f ea tured speakers wil l be Dr. 
Er ic W in t e r s of the U, of T. Col lege of 
Agr icu l ture , O. J, Noer . Fred Grau, J. A 
DeFrance . Glenn W , Burton and Char ley 
Danner. Danner. sec. of the Southern Tur f 
Assn. and pro-supt., Richland CC. Nash-
ville. wil l talk on conver t ing winter greens 
to summer greens and vice versa. De-
France wi l l tell of c rabgrass control . Noe r 
wi l l speak on w a t e r management . Burton 
wil l present the s to ry of turf research f o r 
the southeast. Winte rs wi l l speak on turf 
in relation to Tennessee aoil conditions. 

T i m e for discussions and a round table 
session is scheduled. 

The meet ing wi l l conclude w i th the an-
nual meet ing and banquet of the Southern 
Turf Assn. at the And r ew Johnson hotel. 


