
How to Recognize and 
Control Sod Web Worms 

By C E C I L £. SMITH 

The sod web worm, common to the mid-
western ares on gol f greens and turf, is 
the young of a whi te o r s i lver colored 
moth. The moth has a w i n g spread of 
ahout three- fourths of an inch. 

The f ema l e moth, f l y ing l ow over moist 
turf, drops her eggs. The e g g s resemble 
small cream colored beads. Wa t e r i n g and 
mowing tend to work the e g g s down into 
the grass. Pu t t ing greens and watered 
areas make an ideal incubator f o r hatch-
ing the eggs . During d r y periods, they 
are o f ten the only moist places on a gol f 
course. 

The e g g s wil l hatch in seven or e ight 
days. The larvae feed on the grass leaves 
and f o rm a burrow w i th a smooth lining 
or web. Hence the name w e b wo rm. 

In two to e ight weeks the w o r m s com-
plete their g r o w t h and m a k e a cocoon of 
a s i lky substance and soil. The pupa take 
f r o m ten days to two weeks to emerge 
f r o m the cocoons as moths. The i r w ings 
dry in a f e w minutes and they are able 
to f l y and start the cyc le over again. 
The lat ter parts of June' and A u g u s t are 
the periods when infestat ion Is liable to 
occur in this locality. 

Sod w e b worms can be control led by 
two pounds arsenate of lead in twenty-
f ive ga l lons of wa te r sprayed on one 
thousand square feet of tur f . A l l o w to 
dry on the leaves. A l so fifty per cent 
wet tab le D D T sprayed a t the ra te of one-
half pound per one thousand square f ee t . 
The amount of w a t e r is not important as 
long as good coverage is obtained. 

— Heart of American Turf Seu s 

MAINTENANCE PROCEDURE 
(Continued from page }2) 

8. Knnglclde»>. T r ea tmen t f o r brown-
patch and dollarspot usually is necessary. 
Good control of brownpatch m a y be ob-
tained by prevent ive t reatment . Another 
more economical method is that of pre-
vent ive t rea tment f o l l ow ing the first at-
tack. Brownpatch and dol larspot have oc-
curred between late June and late Septem-
ber, App l i ca t ions as f r equent l y as e v e r y 
week a re justi f ied only occas ional ly in the 
l i gh t o f experience here. B rownpa t ch never 
appears when the temperature fa l l s below 
6K degrees F. during the night . The late 
fa l l application of mercury wi l l usually 
prevent in jury f r om snowmold and is ad-
visable w i th creep ing bents which are 
susceptible to this disease. Pers istent at-
tacks of brownpatch may be lessened by 

PROS! YOU NEED 
T H E N E W O F F I C I A L 

GOLF CLUB 
BALANCE 

Tells correct weight, also swinging balance. 
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THE CLUB SITUATION W e are now f i l l i n g order* 
for set* of woods and^ irons received many weeks 
ago. Sorry * e can' t g i ve rush tervlce Plea*e con-
tinue to place orders many weeks ahead of your 
requirements. 


