
These views show construct ion and operat ion of the Haines Tree Root Pruner. I . Pruner a t tachment 
on hydraul ic l i f t o f Ford t rac tor , 7. Close-up of Tree Root Pruner knife made f rom an old p low 
share bo l ted to beam. J. C u t t i n g tree roots a long edge of green wi th the Haines Pruner. 4. A f t e r 
cu t t i ng roots, sl i t made by pruner is pressed down and closed with rear t i re of t rac to r . N o t e three 
lines of f i re marks; one on green, a doub le mark on sl i t and one in the t rap . 5. Using the Tree Root 
Pruner a long edge of fa i rway t o cut t ree roots tha t ord inar i ly rob the turf o f moisfure ond plant f ood . 

Denver Greenkeeper Designs 
Tree Root Pruner 

By O. J, NOER 

The Denver Country Club as is true of 
a g r ea t m a n y other go l f clubs throughout 
the country is blessed w i th a g r ea t num-
ber of co t tonwood and elm trees that sur-
round greens and tees and are found In 
abundance in some of the rough ad jo in ing 
the f a i rways . A s beauti ful as these t rees 
may be and as necessary as they are In 
adding the proper s y m m e t r y t o a we l l 
planned go l f course both types of trees 
have many sur face feeder roots which 
extend out into turf areas f a r beyond 
the tips of the branches — which tend to 
rob the soil of moisture and plant f ood : 
sur faces become hard, grass turns brown 

and thins out despite adequate water ing . 

The greenkeeper con f ronted with the 
problem of mainta in ing the best turf pos-
sible under such condit ions has but one 
a l ternat ive a t his disposal and that is the 
periodical cut t ing of these sur face f eeder 
roots. The established method used by 
many to counteract the robbing o f sur-
face soil by f eeder roots is trenching. 
Th i s involves considerable manpower as 
wel l as t ime. 

Jim Haines, Denver greenkeeper . faced 
w i th t reat ing not one but several turf 
areas that w e r e showing the damag ing 
e f f ec ts of sur face f eeder roots f r om near-
by trees and at the same t ime was 
handicapped by a lack o f su f f i c i ent man-
power and the necessary t ime to do an 
adequate job of t renching has designed 
and made an ingenious device called the 


