
These views show construct ion and operat ion of the Haines Tree Root Pruner. I . Pruner a t tachment 
on hydraul ic l i f t o f Ford t rac tor , 7. Close-up of Tree Root Pruner knife made f rom an old p low 
share bo l ted to beam. J. C u t t i n g tree roots a long edge of green wi th the Haines Pruner. 4. A f t e r 
cu t t i ng roots, sl i t made by pruner is pressed down and closed with rear t i re of t rac to r . N o t e three 
lines of f i re marks; one on green, a doub le mark on sl i t and one in the t rap . 5. Using the Tree Root 
Pruner a long edge of fa i rway t o cut t ree roots tha t ord inar i ly rob the turf o f moisfure ond plant f ood . 

Denver Greenkeeper Designs 
Tree Root Pruner 

By O. J, NOER 

The Denver Country Club as is true of 
a g r ea t m a n y other go l f clubs throughout 
the country is blessed w i th a g r ea t num-
ber of co t tonwood and elm trees that sur-
round greens and tees and are found In 
abundance in some of the rough ad jo in ing 
the f a i rways . A s beauti ful as these t rees 
may be and as necessary as they are In 
adding the proper s y m m e t r y t o a we l l 
planned go l f course both types of trees 
have many sur face feeder roots which 
extend out into turf areas f a r beyond 
the tips of the branches — which tend to 
rob the soil of moisture and plant f ood : 
sur faces become hard, grass turns brown 

and thins out despite adequate water ing . 

The greenkeeper con f ronted with the 
problem of mainta in ing the best turf pos-
sible under such condit ions has but one 
a l ternat ive a t his disposal and that is the 
periodical cut t ing of these sur face f eeder 
roots. The established method used by 
many to counteract the robbing o f sur-
face soil by f eeder roots is trenching. 
Th i s involves considerable manpower as 
wel l as t ime. 

Jim Haines, Denver greenkeeper . faced 
w i th t reat ing not one but several turf 
areas that w e r e showing the damag ing 
e f f ec ts of sur face f eeder roots f r om near-
by trees and at the same t ime was 
handicapped by a lack o f su f f i c i ent man-
power and the necessary t ime to do an 
adequate job of t renching has designed 
and made an ingenious device called the 



Haines T ree Roo t Pruner. Jim w i th his 
homemade pruner can now cut f eeder 
roots to a depth of 16 inches and do it 
in the t ime i t takes his t ractor to t rave i 
a long the border of any g i ven turf area 
needing t reatment . 

The Haines T r e e Roo t Pruner consists 
pr imar i ly of a cut t ing kn i fe fastened to a 
beam which in turn is attached to the 
hydraul ic l i f t o f his tractor. The cutt ing 
kn i fe is a p lowshare of an old, discarded 
wa lk ing - t ype plow. I t is fastened to part 
o f the plow beam ( taken f r o m the same 
p l o w ) w i th bol ts and the beam is at tached 
to the hydraul ic l i f t of a Fo rd -Fe rguson 
tractor . A su lky cult ivator seat is mount-
ed on the beam so a workman can r ide 
above the cut t ing knife. 

T rac t i on according to Haines is im-
portant f o r successful operation. The best 
t ract ion is obtained w i th the pull trans-
mit ted through the hydraul ic l i f t to the 
t rac to r wheels. In order to cut to a fu l l 
depth of 16 to 18 inches the soil must be 
damp or moist. A f t e r the cut has been 
made the rear tractor wheel is used to 
close the slit o therwise grass a long the 
edge w i l t s and turns brown. T o make 
doubly sure there is l i tt le or no scar l e f t 
a f t e r the cut t ing operation Haines dr ives 
his t ractor wheel over the slit twice. 

A machine o f this kind simpli f ies tur f 
maintenance procedure a long the edges of 
wooded f a i r w a y s where feeder roots have 
not iceably a f f ec ted turf and soil condi-
t ions by being able to prune tree roots 
wi thout d a m a g e to p lay ing surface. 

A precaut ionary measure t o be taken 
a t all t imes to avoid d a m a g e t o ti le or 
p ipe is the speed a t which t ractor is 
operated. Haines operates his t ractor in 
second g e a r because he is the only man 
on the course w h o knows the location of 
all wa te r pipes and ti le. 

CLUB MANAGERS ORGANIZE 
LONE STAR CHAPTER 

Founded on June 7th at the R i ve r Crest 
CC, F t . W o r t h at the inaugural meet ing 
o f 18 T e x a s Club Managers , the Lone Star 
Chapter of the Club Managers Assn. of 
A m e r i c a was presented with its charter 
on July 19th a t the Houston CC. Houston 
by national pres.. John J. Pomeroy , Red 
Run GC, Roya l Oak, Mich,, and national 
sec 'y-treas., Fred Bernet, St. Louis. Mo. 

P lans a re a lready under w a y to have 
all e l ig ible club managers throughout the 
state become a f f i l i a t ed w i th the new 
chapter and the national organizat ion. 

T h e f o l l ow ing o f f i c e r s and d irectors 
were e lected: 

P a g e Curreo . Pres., R i v e r Crest CC. F t . 
W o r t h . E. L . Olsen, 1st V P , Houston Club, 
Houston: Sam Peters, 2nd V P . Ab i l ene 
CC, Ab i l ene ; L, E Harr is . Sec 'y-Treas. , 
Colonial CC, Ft. W o r t h . 

I t ' s O n T ft e H o u s e 
By TOM REAM 

Mgr., Westmoreland CC 

W h a t In of more value to a club than 
that intangible a s s e t—goodw i l l ? 

* * « 

The on ly men who rea l ly know the club 
business are those w h o never stop t r y ing 
to learn it . 

• * • 

The vacuum cleaner is the most e f f ec t i ve 
weapon for prevention of vermin. 

• » • 

Preach and pract ice the gospel of good 
fe l lowship. 

• • > 

P u t some hot stuff through your peeler 
drain occasional ly. The accumulation is 
starch principal ly, and hot and cold wa te r 
only congeal it. 

The brand must l ive up to its reputa-
tion, 

* * * 

A certain amount of in ter ference can be 
absorbed — beyond that, the whole place 
suffers and your s tatement shows poor ly . 
On the other hand. If you have f r ee sway , 
make sure you jus t i f y your responsibil ity. 

Go to any part o f your club and visual-
ize a fire there. Wou ld you be able t o 
reach the a larm and ext inguisher appa-
ratus eas i l y? The suggest ion is to do this 
be fore the fire—you'll find out soon 
enough a f t e r it. 

M t 

The club emp loyee who knows Ids busi-
ness never has to explain that fac t . 

• • • 

T o succeed In the business of club hos-
pital i ty, one must be service-minded. 

* • • 

The name the club is g iven doesn't mat-
ter much. W h a t counts Is building lip a 
g(HHl name f o r It. 

O'Grady Die* 
Bernard E. I Ba rney ) O 'Grady , mgr., A u -

dubon CC, Louisvi l le, Ky. , died at Nor ton 
Memor ia l in f i rmary, Louisvi l le , July 20 
a f t e r a month' s illness. O 'Grady was one 
o f the best known club managers and a 
man of g r ea t abi l i ty and w a r m friendship. 
He is survived by his w idow, his mother 
and sister. O 'Grady w a s pres., C M A A in 
1S33. His long serv ice In the club manage-
ment field Included management of the 
Hami l ton club in Chicago, Olympla Fie lds 
C C and Skycrcs t CC, prior to the Audubon 
job. Dur ing the w a r he was a captain in 
the Mar ine Corps, se rv ing In the South 
Paci f ic . His strenuous serv ice in the w a r 
was a fac tor accountable f o r his untimely 
demise. 


