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There was a day when a greenkeeper 
could he picked from the ranks of farmers, 
but that day has passed. Greenkeeping has 
now become a profession. It is no longer 
guess work or hit and miss methods. 

To be successful in greenkeeping you 
must know what you arc doing at all times 
and under all weather conditions. You can-
not use the same methods In maintaining 
good turf when the sun is shining and the 
weather is hot as you would use in wet 
weather and under " m u g g y " conditions. 
Nature is your boss and your partner too. 
There are other controls determining the 
success of the greenkeeper's efforts. 

First: No matter how much knowledge 
or other qualifications a greenkeeper may 
have, he must have good equipment, the 
proper fertilizers, and water ing facilities. 

Second: He must have an understand-
ing green chairman with some knowledge 
of greenkeeping, who is broadminded and 
considerate of the trials and tribulations 
of the greenkeeper. This chairman must 
uphold his greenkeeper to the limit and 
keep outsiders, club members and officials, 
from knocking or criticizing unjustly. He 
should be the man for the greenkeeper to 
contact for all his needs and wants. No 
greenkeeper or other man can be success-
ful taking advice and carrying out the 
ideas of men who do not know anything 
of the business. 

The majority of greenkeepers have too 
many bosses to please and too little to 
work with. The greenkeeper is not a ma-
gician. Again 1 say. he must have the 
equipment needed and plenty of coopera-
tion to be successful in golf course work. 
Without these he cannot produce. 

Expensive Substitutes 
I once had a chairman, a fine man, who 

knew absolutely nothing about golf course 
work. In the middle of the summer I ran 
out of topsoil, one of the most essential 
things used on bermuda greens if used 
properly. I notified my chairman and ex-
plained to him that we should have this 
top-soil at once. He suggested that I use 
soil from a ditch bank that every year pro-
duced a crop of weedB of every known vari-

ety, I explained to him that our greens 
would become infested with weeds and be 
practically ruined. However, he insisted 
that I use this soil. Before the season was 
over we spent $580 weeding greens and we 
did not have a decent putting green all 
summer. I knew, but my chairman didn't, 
the pitfalls of poor substituting. If a 
greenkeeper does not know that then he 
should not he hired for the job. If he can-
not produce under favorable conditions 
then it is time to make a change hut he 
shouldn't have lo be held accountable for 
the errors of officials. 

No golf course is good without perfect 
greens, and so Tar as the south is con-
cerned good greens can be maintained 12 
months of the year. Summer greens in the 
south usually are bermuda. Winter greens 
can be rye, with redtop added, or Kentucky 
bluegrass. I have used both successfully. 

T o maintain a good bermuda green it 
must be fertilized at the proper time in 
the early spring and touched up thru the 
summer. There are many types of fert i l -
izers that can be used. I, personally, am 
pleased with the results of Milorganite. 
This fertilizer is not dangerous. I t is some-
what slow but it can be mixed with sul-
phate of ammonia or a ferti l izer such as 
4-8-6. This is a good fa irway fertil izer also, 

Bermuda greens should be topdressed 
when needed. I find that most greenkeep-
ers topdress too much and too heavy. These 
greens also require a lot of water, but 
should not be watered between 11 a.m. and 
3 p.m. in extremely hot weather. Any other 
time Is all right. 

Sharp (ireens Mowers Necessary 
To maintain a good putting green sur-

face that is true and on which the ball will 
not jump, a common fault of bermuda 
greens, you must have a sharp mower. One 
that will cut and not chew, I find that dull 
mowers are a common cause of poor con-
dition of bermuda greens in the south, and 
also in the winter when the rye is in. Any-
time that a mower will not cut a piece of 
paper clean it should not be used on the 
green. There should be at least one man on 
the course who knows how to adjust the 
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mowers. The blades should be against the 
knife so that you will get an even cut the 
full length of the blade. 

N o w for winter greens in the south: Any-
green that is 5000 sq. ft., or more, should 
not have less than 250 to 300 lbs. of rye 
seed per green. This can be put in all at 
one time if your labor is limited, but I 
would suggest two applications; holding 
out a little for touching up thru the win-
ter, If you want a green that will putt as 
good as bent, add red top. the amount to 
be governed by what you can afford. Per-
haps 20 to 30 lbs. per green would he a good 
estimate. Of course a greenkeeper should 
know exactly the size of his greens and 
how much his club can afford to spend. You 
cannot cut corners and pinch nickels and 
have the best. 

In cutting winter or summer greens I 
suggest double cutting from different 
angles. Bermuda should be cut every day 
except Mondays. 

I t is my belief that improper construc-
tion is why many greens are in had condi-
tion thruout the south. Most clubs are in a 
hurry to complete the construction job so 
play can start. In this baste the work is 
not done properly. I have built quite a few 
courses myself. I built some of them in a 
hurry and tried to save money and found 
out to my sorrow that the job was not done 
right. I a lways go back and check a course 
many times after my work is finished, and 
in doing so I find mistakes. These mistakes 

were made from haste, penny pinching, and 
trying to follow the other fellow's advice 
when he did not know what it was all about. 

Southern Greens Building 
The proper materials must be had to ob-

tain the best results. I will never build an-
other green unless I can build it as it should 
be built by using the materials that are 
required for a good green, such as peat 
moss, porous soil, <1 inches of sifted topsoil, 
g iv ing It time to settle f rom rain and arti-
ficial watering to see if it has the proper 
drainage and that there are no water 
pockets left, and the undulations and rolls 
are not too severe. I have seen greens that 
were unfair to the best putting touch in 
the world. In huilding a golf course, do it 
right or don't start. It will save money and 
give more pleasure to the members at all 
times. 

The most important part in the construc-
tion of a green is your drainage. 

I like to build greens with a base of 24 
inch depth of oyster shells and one foot of 
cinders with porous soil mixed thru, Clay 
soil is dangerous unless it is used 5 to 6 
feet below as a base. If this foundation 
can't be used, then tile your greens with a 
4 inch tile, laid in oyster shells or cinders, 
using strips of burlap around your open-
ings. 

There are greens in golf courses being 
built by men today who know absolutely 
nothing about what they are doing. This 

(Continn/etl oil page 69) 

USGA GREEN SECTION COMMITTEE MEETS AT RIVIERA 

M e m b e r s end quests o f U S & A G r e e n Sect ion C o m m i t t e e meet at Riviera C C . Lo i Angelas , Ca l i f , , 
on a f t e r n o o n p r e c e d i n g U 5 G A O p e n C h a m p i o n s h i p p)«y, First row : ( L to R) James Standish, J r . , 
chmn, ; F ie ld ing Wa l l ace , pres., U S G A ; Del l G r i g g s , pres., S. C a l i f , G A ; Rob t . T, Jones, represent ing 
G o l f A r c h i t e c t s Assn.; Co l i n Simpson, Chmn. , Green Com. . Les Ange les C C and newest member 
o f U S G A G r e e n Sect ion C o m , Sack row: (L to R) Ches te r Mendonha l l . pres.. G S A : 0 . J . Noe r . 
K f i l w j u k e e , m e m b e r : A , R. Emery, Salt Lake C i t y , m e m b e r : A . L, Brandon, E iec . Sec'y., G S A and 

m e m b e r G r e e n Sec, C o m , 



SOUTHERN GREENKEEPER 
(Continued from page 44) 

is said to help the men and the clubs that 
are throwing away thousands of dol lars 
not only in the construction line but by 
hir ing pros and greenkeepers who do not 
know their jobs. W e all have to learn but 
I bel ieve we should be taught as assistant 
greenkeepers. This also g o e s f o r pro fes-
sionals. Just because a young f e l l ow can 
hit a long ball and someone in the club 
likes him, he Is not quali f ied as a good pro 
or greenkeeper . These inexperienced men 
are cost ing clubs thousands of dollars. 

In construction work in the south the 
tees f requent ly are badly done. I find thru-
out the south especial ly that the tees are 
too small . Tees should be built of good 
material . If they are high they require soil 

that wi l l drain wel l . T h e y should slope 
gradual ly f r om front, sides and back. This 
saves many dollars in maintenance. Build 
greens, tees, and traps, so that you wi l l 
e l iminate as much hand labor as possible. 
I do not bel ieve in straight l ines in cutt ing 
a green or in building one. T h e y are not 
natural looking or have the go l f interest 
required. 

Clubs building new courses should take 
a l i tt le more t ime and turn under three or 
four crops of cow peas, vetch clover, or 
wha teve r cover crops g r o w In that locality. 
Th is would save a lot of money in fer t i l i zers 
in years to come. I t would act as a soil 
builder by putt ing humus into the soil. 
However , the clubs are a lways in too much 
of a hurry to do this. The soil of the course 
should be analyzed to find out what it has 
and wha t it lacks. These are the things 
that wi l l save money and wi l l e l iminate 
rebuilding at a later date. 

As f o r brownpatch, I have had ve ry l i tt le 
trouble w i th it in the south. 1 think a lot 
depends on the condition o f your greens, 
which goes back to drainage, how and how 
much you water . Feed ing also has a lot to 
do w i th it. I have used corros ive subl imate 
and calomel, Semesan, Nug reen and other 
standard fungus controls. T h e y are all 
good and I think it a w ise thing to use some 
late in the fa l l and ear ly spr ing, also a 
touch-up sometine in June, The important 
thing about using these mater ia ls is to use 
the correct amount and w a t e r in good. 

R y e grass and redtop both are subject 
in a mild w a y to disease and scald. Bent 
f o r southern greens requires more care and 
Is more susceptible to diseases, I would say 
that most o f the bent trouble comes f r om 
too much wa te r and too much food thru 
the spr ing and summer months. Bent also 
suf fers f r o m a packing condition that goes 
back to dra inage. M y adv ice to the south* 
ern greenkeeper and the man pay ing the 
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Enjoy This N e w 

Sensa t iona l Pu t te r . 
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* Smaller stroke, more accurate rol l , 

* Longer rolt, 
* Truer roll-
* S l i d e over impediments . 

* Ball fatfs in cup w i th over spin, 

* Save many strokes. 
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Le f t Handed 
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wi th order . 
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rust proof all your 
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" C H A M P I O N S H I P 
GREENS 

WITH 
A G R I C O " 

Joe Ball, Graen1i»fiper, Chartier* 
HeiflMe Country Club, Cralton, Pn 

" I have used Agrico for 15 years, and 
It keeps my greens in championship 
f o r m , " writes Mr. Ball. " I n IW(i the 
Wefti Perm Open was held here, and 
our greens recti veil many compl i -
ments. Cuih lon , color and texture of 
grans were excellent. AgrlcO helps 
control weeds by promoting growth 
of desirable grasses." Order Agrico 
now — It 's America 's No. One Golf 
Course Ferti l izer. Ask your regular 
supplier, phone nearest A*AfG. Sales 
Office, or write to The AMKRICAN 
AGRICULTURAL. CIIKMICAI Co., SO 
Church St.. New York 7, N. V. 

AGRICO ^ t y ? C i t t l t J V l 

bills is to s tay a w a y f r om bent grass a t 
this t ime unless you have plenty of money 
to exper iment with, and to replant with in 
the event you should lose greens. I have 
seen bent greens g o out overnight in my 
home state of Virg in ia . I do bel ieve that 
the t ime wil l come when bent greens wi l l 
be in the ent ire south but not until we ge t 
the disease situation under better control. 
Bent grasses g i v e a much better putt ing 
surface, but if proper ly cared for a ber-
muda green can be maintained just as 
good. 

Wh i l e w e are on the subject of grasses 
and greens I wan t to say that no green 
should be cut so close that you cannot 
stroke the ball properly. When you throw 
f ear into a g o l f e r to the extent that he has 
to tap the ball, then that green is too fas t 
and not fa i r to the m a j o r i t y of go l fers . 
There are a f e w players on the circuit w h o 
have a wonder fu l put t ing touch but the 
percentage is small. Some clubs shave their 
greens because they do not wan t l ow scor-
ing. I do not think it should be done this 
way . I t should be done by wel i t rapp ing 
the course and distance, and not by f r i gh t -
ening a man. 

In select ing a s i te f o r a go l f course, roll-
ing land is best, I detest paral le l f a i rways . 
Tees and greens should be built on knol ls 
and hills. I do not think a blind hole is good 
gol f construction. A green should be 
banked to face the shot, and e levated if 
possible. N o green is good that breaks 
a w a y f r o m the shot. I t should be wel l 

M E L F L E X H E A V Y 

D U T Y TEE M A T S 
AMERICA'S NO. 1 DRIVING M A T - MADE FROM SOMBER AIRPLANE TIRE CARCASSES 

IN DESIGN. MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION MELFLEX MATS OFFER 

THE FIELD S HIGHEST STANDARD OF SAFETY, SERVICE AND PLAYABILITY 

No other driving mats offer the plus features of design, the extra strong 
materials, the added measure of player safety and convenience you find in 
the new Melflcx Heavy Ihity Driving Mats. Profit-wise operators prefer 

Mcltiex Mats to all others. 

C h e c k f t i T » 
p lus MELFLEX f e a t u r e s 

Wiathtt proof — do not curl, 
warp or tray — non-slipping wet 
or dry —• reversible to provide 
four different driving areas. Full 
1" t h i c k ; 40" x 6 0 " — or larger. 

(Trite for folder attd prices 

PROMPT 
DELIVERIES 

MELFLEX means SAFETY throughout the c lub 

L A N D I N G M A T S • STEP TREADS • A I S L E RUNNERS 
C O R R I D O R a n d S W I M M I N G P O O L RUNNERS 

S H O W E R S T A L L M A T S . K I T C H E N M A T S a n d 
M A T T I N G • L I N K TYPE S T A N D I N G M A T S 

[ M i s g f 

MELFLEX PRODUCTS CO., Inc. 
L E. W a r f o r d . Pres. 

4 1 0 S. B R O A D W A Y . . . A K R O N B, O . 
In Canada: P. O tan 411. PI WilUam, On). 



trapped in f ront somewhat , to the r ight and 
le f t , but seldom to the back. 

A s f o r crabgrass. this has sent many 
green keepers to bed a t n ight w i th a head-
ache. I t has been one of m y b iggest prob-
lems and still is. Back in the old days the 
best method of g e t t ing rid o f this weed has 
been by cutt ing it out. Then you have bad 
greens f r o m one to two months. The real 
cause of so much crabgrass has been soil 
used for topdressing which w a s saturated 
with crabgrass seed. W h a t is the use of 
p icking your greens and then come back 
and put the same weed back on your 
greens w i th bad topdress ing? 

It would he better to use c lean sand. That 
is what I have been doing f o r the past year 
and a half. M y greens have been bet ter 
and I have reduced weeds to a smal l degree. 
So, be care fu l wha t you use for topdress-
ing. I am now using Soil icide crabgrass 
killer. This has been recommended to me 
highly This is used one pint to 50 gals, of 
w a t e r in cool wea ther and one pint to 75 
gals, of wa te r during w a r m weather : re-
peated at 5 day interva ls during cool 
weather ; 7 to 10 days dur ing w a r m wea-
ther. I am l i v ing in hopes that this wil l 
take care of crabgrass. 
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A n d Plaques Avai lable For 

I M M E D I A T E D E L I V E R Y 

B. J . K E S L INC. 
220 W . M A D I S O N ST. 

C e n t r a l 465? 
C H I C A G O 6, I L L 

Dep t . S 
Some greenkeepers think that a good 

thick v igorous g r o w t h of g rass on greens 
wi l l e l iminate crabgrass. I wi l l ag ree as 
f a r as tees and f a i r w a y s a re concerned but 
on greens when you ge t too much bermuda 
grass it is hard to g i v e a good putt ing 
sur face whe re the ball wil l not jump. I like 
my greens a l i tt le on the thin side and then 
you e l iminate a lot o f runners and stems. 
When a bermuda green is too thick and 
heavy there is too much of a cushion and 
that calls f o r a lot o f topdressing. 

R. H. Tractor 
Wheel SPUDS 
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shop and for clubhouse 
repairs. 
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