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Golf c o u r s e a r c h i t e c t u r e is p r i m a r i l y t h e 
s c i e n c e a n d a r t of a r r a n g i n g a c losed c i rcu i t 
of 18 h o l e s : F i r s t , to b r i n g ou t t h e m o s t 
i n t e r e s t i n g a n d t e s t i n g c o m b i n a t i o n s of t e r -
ra in a n d l e n g t h f r o m a p l a y i n g s t a n d p o i n t ; 
a n d , s e c o n d , t o p r o d u c e a l ayou t w h i c h can 
be e c o n o m i c a l l y bu i l t a n d m a i n t a i n e d . 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s b e s i d e s i n t e r e s t a n d e c o n -
o m y , s u c h a s c l u b h o u s e l o c a t i o n , b e a u t y , flex-
ibi l i ty , ba l ance , c o n g e s t i o n , soil, etc. , a r e i m -
p o r t a n t , bu t 110 o n e f a c t o r can d o m i n a t e t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t . A b o v e all , t h e c o u r s e m u s t 
be as fine a t e s t a s n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s p l u s 
a r t i f i c ia l c r e a t i o n s p e r m i t , even e c o n o m y 
p l a y i n g s epond fiddle t o c h a r a c t e r . 

S o m e f e a t u r e s w h i c h a d d i m m e a s u r a b l y 
t o p l a y i n g e x c e l l e n c e a r e g r e e n k e e p e r s ' 
h e a d a c h e s , ye t if o u r e n j o y m e n t is su f f ic i -
e n t l y e n h a n c e d by t h e m a n d o u r g a m e s o 
t e s t e d t h a t we a c q u i r e n e w s t r o k e s o r g r e a t e r 
p r o f i c i e n c y in t h e o ld o n e s , t he e x t r a c o s t 
a n d g r e e n k e e p i n g a n n o y a n c e of t h e s e b u g a -
boos is j u s t i f i ed . 

C e r t a i n l y e c o n o m y a n d o p e r a t i o n a l e a s e 
m u s t a l w a y s be c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d , b u t if 
w e a r e t o g e t a n y k ick o u t of the g a m e a n d 
if w e w i sh t o i m p r o v e , w e m u s t o c c a s i o n a l l y , 
e spec i a l l y a r o u n d a n d o n t h e g r e e n , t o l e r a t e 
f e a t u r e s wh ich a r e e x p e n s i v e a n d c o m p a r a -
t ive ly di f f icul t to c o n s t r u c t a n d k e e p up . 

T h e u n e x p e c t e d is a l w a y s h a p p e n i n g in 
go l f , a n d the c o u r s e s h o u l d no t m o n o t o n -
ous ly r e p e a t h u m d r u m m e d i o c r i t y ; it m u s t 
a u g m e n t t h e life a n d v a r i e t y of t h e g a m e 
it f o s t e r s to be r i g h t . 

What Limit to Economy? 
I n c r e a s e d labor c o s t s a n d f r o z e n b u d g e t s 

h a v e p u t t h e a c c e n t 011 m a c h i n e m a i n t e n a n c e 

of golf c o u r s e s f o r the pas t s e v e r a l y e a r s . 
F r o m th is t r e n d o n e m i g h t i m a g i n e t l ia t the 
ideal c o u r s e w o u l d be t h a t o n w h i c h n o h a n d 
m a i n t e n a n c e w o u l d be r e q u i r e d . F u r t h e r 
a l o n g t h a t l ine of t h o u g h t t h e idea l c o u r s e 
fo r m a i n t e n a n c e m i g h t be a p a r k t h a t cou ld 
be m o w e d qu ick ly , a n d w i t h g r e e n s , t r a p s 
a n d t ees t h a t w o u l d be eas i ly h a n d l e d by 
m o t o r i z e d e q u i p m e n t . 

N a t u r e d o e s n ' t do t ha t , a n d n a t u r e is t h e 
g o v e r n i n g p o w e r in golf c o u r s e a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
T h e a r c h i t e c t a l w a y s is l o o k i n g f o r o p p o r -
tun i t i e s to p r o v i d e tes t s of golf t h a t a p p e a r 
to have been m a d e by n a t u r e . T h e m a g n i f i -
cen t t e s t s of t h e S c o t c h l inks a r e m a i n l y 
n a t u r a l , w i th m a n ' s w o r k b e i n g a t i ts be s t 
w h e n it d e f t l y a c c e n t s t h e n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s . 

T h e ta lk a b o u t h a v i n g a c o u r s e c o m p l e t e l y 
m a c h i n e m a i n t a i n e d def in i te ly h a s a t e n d e n c y 
t o w a r d n u l l i f y i n g p a r t of t h e g e n i u s of t h e 
g r e e n k e e p e r . A s t u t e t r a i n i n g a n d m a n a g e -
m e n t of l abor is a qua l i ty w h i c h iden t i f i e s a 
m a s t e r of t h e g r e e n k e e p i n g p r o f e s s i o n . If 
golf a r c h i t e c t u r e ' s ideal is t o be m a d e s o m e -
t h i n g 011 t he p a r k o r d e r t h e n a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 
qua l i ty of t h e e x p e r t g r e e n k e e p e r is g o i n g 
to be lost . 

Psychology An Essential 
T h i s y e a r w i t h golf bal ls a g a i n ava i l ab l e 

t h e r o u g h h a s r e t u r n e d a n d w i t h f e w e r c o m -
p la in t s , a p p a r e n t l y , f r o m p r i v a t e c l u b m e m -
bers t h a n f r o m t h e t o u r n a m e n t p r o s . R o u g h 
is a h a z a r d a n d o n e of the b e s t a n d m o s t 
t e s t i n g of h a z a r d s if p r o p e r l y l o c a t e d . T h e 
m a i n a r g u m e n t a g a i n s t r o u g h is o n e t h a t 
app l i e s t o p u b l i c a n d dai ly fee c o u r s e s ; t h a t 
of poss ib ly d e l a y i n g play. A s t h e p a y - a s -
you p lay c o u r s e s t r y to a p p r o a c h t h e p r i v a t e 

This group at the Tifton, Ga., turf conference gave the unique problems of southern course maintenance 
and turf research an intensive going-over. Noei photo 



club s tandard of architccture the rough is 
bound to increase as a hazard to be avoided 
hy calculated shot -making . 

O n e of the psycholog ica l features of g o o d 
golf course architecture is that of mak ing a 
hole look easy but play hard, or vice versa. 
Th i s is an e lement that m a y not lend itself 
to mach ine maintenance . H a n d w o r k on 
traps of interest ing des ign and strategical ly 
placed m a y be absolute ly necessary . 

There has been much l o o s e talk about 
m a k i n g golf easier for the h igh handicap 
player w h o pays mos t of the bills at the 
private clubs. It has been seen frequently 
that the course can be eased to the extent 
that it loses attractive character . T h e m e m -
hcr, even if he has trouble breaking 100, 
perfers to play a course that lias a reputa-
tion as b e i n g a real test . T h e r e he k n o w s 
lie has earned his score. 

For s o m e years the a v e r a g e a g e of private 
clul) m e m b e r s is g o i n g to decl ine . N o w the 
average a g e probably is s l i gh t ly over 50. 
In another 10 years the a v e r a g e age of pri-
vatc club m e m b e r s probably wil l be around 
40. That ' s s o m e t h i n g to be cons idered by 
thc architect . Right n o w one of the prob-
lems of layout at many c lubs is s teep c l imbs 
which arc nonc too good for a g i n g m e m b e r s 
with heart trouble. 

But such problems of d e s i g n that are 
governed by the age factor are matters 
mainly of new construct ion. Right n o w 
the a l terat ions (as well as n e w cons truct ion) 
arc g o v e r n e d too much by the machine main-
tenance factor rather than by the strictly 
golf e l ements . 

T h e green chairman and greenkeeper m a y 
he tempted by possibi l i t ies of reduc ing main-
tenance c o s t s by architectural revis ions but 
they'd hetter get c o m p e t e n t architectural 
advice before they ruin a ho le so it will be 
more agreeable to a m a c h i n e than to a 
player. 

NEW LIFETIME TEE MAKKERS 

Announcement by Mueller Brass Co., Port 
Huron, Mich., of their new "Streamline" tee 
markers is bringing a lively response f rom golf 
course management men. The new markers are of 
solid brass, in plain brass or painted finish carry-
ing numerals from 1 to 18. Tee Marker has 7 in. 
top diameter; pin length is 5 in. Prices and com-
plete particulars may be had direct f rom the 
manufacturer. 

Miami Country club luncheon, and maybe the presence of Mlle. Holmes, queen of the Florida florists' 
show, accounted for cheerful looks of Florida supts. at their first annual conference. 

Hector Supply Co. was host at the lunch. Noei photo 




