
MAC GREGOR OBSERVING ITS 
GOLDEN J U B I L E E IN 

CLUB-MAKING 
A G o l d e n jubi lee year in g o l f c lub-making is 

being celebrated during 1 9 4 7 by M a c G r e g o r G o l f , 
Inc. , whose historic background dates back 118 
years. 

M a c G r e g o r craftsmen who moved from Dayton, 
O h i o to Cincinnat i in the spring of 1946 , plan to 
observe the 50 th anniversary of M a c G r e g o r club-
making in the new M a c G r e g o r plant in Cincinnati 
in which is invested more than $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 for 
new machinery and equipment faci l i t ies that are 
unique in the industry. 

W i t h the firm's history dating back to 1829, the 
name M a c G r e g o r became associated with the g o l f 
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M a c G r e g o r developed its Pro-Technical Advisory 
board which today includes Byron N e l s o n , B e n 
H o g a n , Craig W o o d , T o m m y Armour , T o n y 
Penna, J i m m y Demaret , Herman Barron and 
Claude H a r m o n . 

Henry P. Cowen, M a c G r e g o r pres. and genl . 
mgr . , says many new machines for iron c lub and 
wood club making replacing operations ordinar i ly 
done by hand are starting points o f the company 's 
second 50 years of progress. 

MacGregor ' s complete line includes g o l f c lubs , 
g o l f balls, go l f bags and accessories, tennis and 
badminton rackets, tennis balls and Craig W o o d 
sportswear. 

Execut ive personnel assisting Cowen in direc-
tion of the M a c G r e g o r operations involving 4 0 0 
employees are: Stanley M . Clark, sec. and credit 

7 
9 
4 
7 

M a c G r e g o r G o l f , I nc . e x e c u t i v e s p l a n c o m p a n y ' s G o l d e n J u b i l e e y e a r . L t o R: J . R o b e r t L y s a g h t , 
p r o d u c t i o n c o n t r o l m g r . ; A l l e n F. H e e t e r , g e n l . s u p t . ; W i l l i a m A . K o e g e l , sales m g r . ( d e a l e r a c c o u n t s ) ; 
H e n r y P. C o w e n , pres . ; W i l l i a m J . M c N u l t y , v p . ; S t a n l e y M . C l a r k , sec . ; R o b e r t D . R i c k e y , sa les m g r . 

( p r o s a l e s ) . 

business in 1 8 7 4 . George Mat tern , a member of 
Coxey 's Army in the late 1890 ' s decided to " take 
a l o o k " at D a y t o n , O h i o in 1 8 9 7 and dismissing 
himself from Coxey's forces sought a job in the 
M a c G r e g o r plant. Mattern was a born craftsman. 
H e exper imented on wood for g o l f clubs as the 
g a m e was be ing developed in A m e r i c a . 

T h e first M a c G r e g o r go l f c lub head was turned 
out on a machine used in manufac ture o f shoe 
lasts. A s last-making was a m a j o r production o f 
the firm in the pre-golf c lub m a k i n g period, the 
early clubs were turned out with the adaptions of 
last-making machinery coupled with the individual 
handcraft o f artisans. 

From the small beginning in 1 8 9 7 , M a c G r e g o r 
pioneered refinements in clubs and g o l f accessories. 
Veteran " g o l d - b a d g e " M a c G r e g o r craftsmen w h o 
have been associated with the firm in development 
o f the science o f making g o l f clubs for the ma jor 
part of their l ives in Dayton are cont inuing their 
noteworthy work in the new Cincinnat i plant. 

M a c G r e g o r declares it pioneered in making the 
first set of perfectly matched clubs and says that 
notable a m o n g M a c G r e g o r " f i r s t s " in go l f his-
tory are: 

First to insert a keystone plate to g ive the c lub 
better balance, first to market a four-c lub set of 
woods and first to use a steel shaf t and a protective 
sheath finish. 

Exper ience o f professional champions in im-
proving clubs was early uti l ized by M a c G r e g o r 
and names of these men were eventual ly used on 
the c lubs w h i c h they helped to des ign . 

T h r o u g h cooperation o f c h a m p i o n s h i p golfers 

m g r . ; W i l l i a m J . M c N u l t y , v.p. and genl . mer-
chandis ing m g r . ; W i l l i a m A. Koegel , sales m g r . ; 
Rober t D . Rickey, advertising director ; A l l e n 
Heeter , general factory supt. and Robert Lysaght, 
production mgr. 

Cowen who entered the sporting goods business 
in 1 9 3 0 after graduat ing f rom Cornell Univers i ty 
served as v.p. and assistant genl . mgr. with the late 
Clarence H. Rickey in operat ion of the M a c G r e g o r 
plant in Dayton and succeeded Rickey as pres. and 
genl . mgr. , fo l lowing Rickey's death 2 years ago . 

M a c G r e g o r has installed an entirely new manu-
factur ing unit for production of g o l f balls . C . C . 
Ryden with years o f experience in golf -bal l pro-
duction is directing the department. 

PRO LAUDS G R E E N K E E P E R S — E d 
Livingston, pro at Minnehaha CC, Sioux 
Fal ls , S . D. and a well known official of 
basketball and football in the Dakotas, was 
a guest columnist for the Sioux Fal ls Ar-
gus-Leader when sports editor Spence 
Sandvig was on vacation. In the column he 
wrote Ed suggested "an orchid for the un-
seen or forgotten men in golf, the green-
keepers." He paid tribute to Cliff Ander-
son, gkpr. of the Elmwood Park club and 
Charlie Stringham, Minnehaha's gkpr., for 
being "constantly on the job making im-
provements which add greatly to the 
beauty of the courses and striving to keep 
the greens and fairways in fine shape a t 
all t imes." 
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