So. California Greenkeepers
Ask Turf Research Aid

Southern California golf course super- :

intendents are urging the state legisla-
ture to provide funds for establishing at
the University of California, Los Angeles,
turf research comparable to that con-
ducted by the state colleges of Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Mich-
igan, Iowa, Purdue university and other
educational institutions in eastern and
central states.

But the campaign, so far, apparently
has found the legislature indifferent and
the UCLA administration not particularly
receptive. UCLA has in its dept. of agri-
culture Dr. V. T. Stoutemyer, formerly
in charge of turf research at Iowa State
college and richly experienced in making
an effective tie-up between a state univ-
ersity and commercial and home turf in-
terests. In the person of Stoutemyer
UCLA has one of the best qualified men
in the country for inaugurating the sort
of a turf research program the southern
California greenkeepers seek, neverthe-
less there’s been no appreciable response
to the greenkeepers’ requests thus far.

Southern California greenkeepers are at
a loss to account for the failure of the
state legislature and UCLA to give them
a hand in solving an extensive and unique
array of turf problems. The only explana-
tion they can advance is that the de-
mands of the citrus fruit industry are so
predominant and foreibly lobbied that
other agricultural interests run out of
the money.

Greenkeepers all along the Pacific coast
comment on the backwardness of Cali-
fornia, Oregon and Washington state
schools and legislatures in bringing turf
research anyway near to the standard
maintained in central and eastern states.
This deficiency is especially surprising in
the northwest where bent turf grasses
constitute a substantially profitable crop.

Limited finances of the USGA Green
Section and membership of less than 60
clubs in a territory experiencing a trem-
endous golf boom also have been factors
in throwing Pacific Coast greenkeepers
pretty much on their own in turf re-
search work. This weakness, some say,
reflects unawareness of Pacific Coast
green chairmen in the possibilities of ex-
tensive turf research and may account
for their not participating vigorously with
the greenkeepers in putting the case for
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turf research before state universities and
legislatures.

Home Owners Share Research Need

In the case of southern California, es-
pecially, the private lawn owners are pay-
ing heavy penalty of not having turf
research advanced on a comprehensive
basis. The greenkeepers, through their in-
dividual and association research and ex-
change of experience, have done an im-
pressive job of solving turf problems
peculiar to that area. But with the pass-
ing of the Jap gardeners private lawns
have deteriorated seriously.

The Jap-made lawns generally were
put in with seed the Japs bought at their
co-ops and it was definitely not weed-
free, The fertilization applied was of no
great help in reducing weeds nor, in many
cases, was the watering. Weeding was by
hand and that meant more pay to the
gardeners, hence weeds were the lawn
owners’ tough luck. Expense of hand-
weeding in prewar days waspr’t too much
but now is stiff.

Establishment and extension of sound
standard practice in developing and main-
taining weed-free healthy turf would be a
reasonably early result of state univer-
sity cooperation with the greenkeepers,
so the greenkeepers declare, and would
be of vast value to residence property in
the Pacific slope.

Pacific Turf Problems Many

Considering the high standard of main-
tenance at the better clubs on the Pacific
slope the average member probably
doesn’t realize wgat the greenkeeper has
to contend with in growing conditions
that are favorable to weeds as well as
grass, By far the greater part of the golf
turf weed control methods on the Pacific
slope have been worked out by the green-
keepers’ own research. They have not had
such assistance as state colleges and the
Green Section have provided, in the case
of 2,4-D for instance, by close-up associa-
tion with golf course superintendents. The
result, according to pros who've played
many courses this year, is that Pacific
slope fairways and rough are not up to
the general standard of turf at better
clubs in central and eastern states al-
though west coast greens at the good
clubs are superb.
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Pacific slope green-chairmen with whom
the greenkeepers’ plea for organized turf
research has been discussed are con-
vinced that the greenkeepers generally
are operating their courses on the lowest
possible budget compatible with good turf
condition, but some greenkeepers hesitate
to concede that there is the utmost eco-
nomy in course operation. They base their
doubts on the possibility of turf research
pointing out substantial economies, espe-
cially in southern California, by develop-
ing a strain of fairway grass that will
require less water, as just one of the op-
portunities for saving. The reluctance of
the Southern California greenkeepers to
say that they have attained the ultimate
economy in high grade course mainte-
nance is evidence of an ambitious and in-
quiring attitude that’s a strong element
in accounting for the high standing these
men hold with club officials and members.

Among golf course equipment and sup-
ply men one hears that if research or
anything else can effect economies with-
out lowering the maintenance standard,
first application of the saving should be
devoted to an increase in course superin-
tendents’ salaries which have not gone up

commensurate with the increase in living
costs in numerous areas along the Pacific
slope.

The Pacific slope boasts that it has a
generally higher standard of golf course
architecture than that prevailing in other
sections of the country. Now the green-
keepers of that part of the nation want
the best grade of expert help in doing the
research. work required to have the turf
on these fine courses of comparable ex-
cellence.

So. Cal. Supt’s. Case

In setting forth its case to the UCLA
the Golf Course Supts. Assn. of South-
ern California said:

“We come here with a request to have
you consider in your postwar plans the
extension of your activities in ornamental
horticulture and floriculture, to include the
establishment of a turf garden at UCLA.

“The purpose of this turf garden is to
further the best interests of the tax-
payers of this state. It would eliminate
an enormous waste of money each year
by determining the proper selection and
maintenance of turf for airports, athletic

(Continued on page 59)

CANTERBURY CONTOURING GIVES SPECTATOR BREAK

Third hole at Canterbury during 1946 Open. This shows how golf course
architecture that gives spectators vantage points for witnessing play on or near
greens contributes greatly to gallery enjoyment of the competition. With galleries
now growing so large comparatively few can see strokes made, the qualifica-
tions of a “championship" course may have to consider spectator factors as

well as golf testing elements.

Marshaling of a stampeding golf gallery can't be

done perfectly. The incident of Byron Nelson's caddie having to elbow through
the gallery and kicking Nelson's ball for a stroke penalty that cost Nelson the
National Open title is evidence of the impossibility of crowd control even by
marshaling that was much above the average.

0. J. Noer Photo




Southern California
(Continued from page 29)

fields, parks, home lawns, golf courses, |
cemeteries and similar areas.

“Hundreds of thousands of acres are
planted to turf in California for these
various uses, and the necessity for an
authentic source of help and research,
covering grass selection, fertilization, in-
sects, disease, weed control, drainage, soil
structure, erosion problemq, ete., has long
been recognized,

“Turf in California is an asset that
represents hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in its production and maintenance
and is the means of the livelihood of many
people. It involves the expenditure of

millions of dollars of supplies and equip- |

ment, such as irrigation systems, seed,
fertilizer, sprays, hose and other construc-

tion necessities, as well as sports playing |

equipment.

“In Southern California we have ap-
proximately 60 golf courses of 9 or 18
holes each. This represents at least 6000
acres in golf turf alone.

“The costs of maintaining these recrea-
tional fields are equitably distributed ac-
cording to the tax-paying brackets. Those
in the higher income brackets pay the

costs of the private club maintenance and |

the hundreds of’ thousands of citizens of
average means bear their share in their

payment of green-fees at the public and |

semi-public courses.

“The Southern California Golf Assn.,
representing the private clubs, have ex-
pressed their whole-hearted endorsement
of our proposal to you. Players on the

public and semi-public courses likewise |

have endorsed our proposal. Many of
them too have been on courses in other
parts of the country where beneficial
results of turf research cooperation be-
tween university scientists and course

l

Golf Trophies

Cups, Awards
S shown is No.
HW75M. Height 914",
Gleaming Sunray ﬁn
ish metal on genuine
walnut  base  with
MALE or FEMALE
Gold Plated figure.

Specify Date When

Ordering
$11.75 Each

Write For Illustrated

Catalog
TROPHY AND
MEDAL SHOP
Silversmiths Bid,
10 8. WABASl-f

Phone Central 5018
CHICAGO 3, ILL.

l

WILLIAM B. LANGFORD
Golf Architect
Balanced Topographical Design

Telephone: Keystone 6501
2405 Grace Street, Chicago Ilinois

R. H. Tractor
Wheel SPUDS

quickest to put on or take
off. Increase tractor efM-
vlmy and cultivate turf
t's why more than
halt’ lhe U.8. and (lnldlnn
clubs use them. Durable
and low priced.
Sample spud and clroular
on request; advise mak
of tractor and purpose fo)
which Intended.
Immediate shipment
If your Ford or equip
ment dealer cannot supply,
write direct to

R. S. HORNER
Geneva, Ohio

MFR. OF SPUDS, FORD
SON WHEELS, EJC.

@ae

C 52 o)m Orchard
No sod or left over bent.

even clover,

BOX 350

L’ent 3[01(»:4 AT NO INCREASE IN PRICES

C 19 Congressional

€ Every stolon fresh,
year old. True to strain, no mixture of other bents or grasses.

Every shipment carries state inspection certificate.

Old Orchard Turf Nurseries

R. R, BOND, Proprietor
MADISON 1, WISCONSIN

C 7 Strains

virile stock and less than one
No weeds—not

THE GREENS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF ALL SUCCESSFUL GOLF COURSES

September, 1946
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FIRST!

The Greens are the Foundation

Old Orchard Turf Nurseries

FIRST IN COMMERCIALLY MARKETING ®1d ®@rchard (C52) STRAIN
FIRST IN COMMERCIALLY MARKETING C7 STRAIN
FIRST IN COMMERCIALLY MARKETING C19 STRAIN

R. R. BOND — BOX 350, MADISON |, WISCONSIN

of All Successful Golf Courses

superintendents have resulted in improved
playing conditions with reduction in op-
erating costs.

“The tremendous advertising asset South-
ern California should have in superior turf
for sports, home, decorative and commer-
cial purposes, already has been exhibited |
at certain golf courses in thls region. |
This has been a definite factor in attract-
ing energetic people to Southern Cali-
fornia; first for winters and now for all
year. The problems of establishing and
maintaining such turf are numerous and
in many cases peculiar to this section.
They are problems that call for the or-
ganized and closely coordinated research |
that we request in connection with the
establishment of a turf experiment sta-
tion at UCLA, |

“We trust that you will take favorable
action on our request in providing South-
ern California with a turf development
program of the character and extent now
being conducted successfully, and with |
pleasure and profit to taxpayers, in other
states.”

The association also submitted an out- \
line of the proposed program.

JACK L. DARAY
Golf Architect

Consultant on postwar remodeling

MISSION HILLS GOLF CLUB
NORTHBROOK, ILL.
Phone Northbrook 564

WILLARD G. WILKINSON

Registered Golf Course Architect

Construction  Turf Culture
Maintenance

Telephone 3-1141
204 State Tower Bldg., Syracuse 2, N. Y

RAINBIRD SPRINKLERS

|
(Heads Only)

No. 70—Covers to 170 Ft. $7.90 ea. ’

Requires 35 Lbs. or More Pressure. |

AUL E. BURDETT j

SEEDS FERTILIZERS—GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES
. O. BOX 241, LOMBARD, ILLINOIS

George Harrington Returns to
USGA Green Section as
Asst. Director

George Harrington, who’s been renew-
ing his acquaintance with the personnel
and problems of greenkeeping, as asst.
director of the USGA Green Section, has

George Harrington

been splitting with Director Fred Grau the
vastly enlarged travel and personal serv-
ice program of the section. Harrington
was with the Green Section from 1931
until May of 1941 when he went into
the Army Air Force. For some time he

ATTENTION—PROS!
WE’LL BUY YOUR

USED GOLF BALLS

Write for prices and shipping instructions.

McDONALD & SON GOLF CO.
WEST CHICAGO, ILL.
©0000000000000000000000000000
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