
Pros and Radio Stars Open 
IMaval Hospital Course 

MO R E T H A N 2500 pat ients and 500 ci-
v i l ian guests witnessed the official 

opening March 10 of the 789 yd., par 27, 
pitch and pu t t course constructed by the 
Southern Ca l i forn ia P G A a t the Long 
Beach (Ca l i f . ) Nava l hospital . No gal-
leries were allowed on the course opening 
day so the crowd on stretchers and in 
bleachers could watch p lay of the pros and 
other celebrities who fol lowed the dedica-
tion shot h i t by Capt . C. M . Shaar , medical 
officer in command of the hospital . 

The hospi ta l course represents the most 
ambit ious rehabi l i tat ion project of the 
sunkist pros. They've played m a n y matches 
in financing the enterprise and were aided 
by Mi l ton A r t h u r who kicked in $4000 for 
a water ing system and B i ng Crosby who 
tossed in his check for $5000. B i ng and 
Bob Hope also played in fund-rais ing 
matches. 

George Lake, pres., P G A Southern Cal i f , 
section, says t ha t p lay has been so heavy 
on the course tha t orders have been posted 
a l lowing staff members and officers to use 
the course only af ter 4:30 P .M. week days, 
but anyt ime weekends and pat ients have 
l iberty then. George says one day recently 
he visited the course du r i ng a i igh t ra in 
and brisk wind and there were 4 boys on 
every hole and 30 wa i t i ng to tee off. 

Bi l ly Bell was architect of the course 
and J i m m y Lawson had charge of the 
construction. J i m m y , veteran ex pro-
greenkeeper, one of the famed fighting 
Lawson brothers of Scotch regiments in 
Wor ld W a r I , now is in business in the 
Los Angeles area. Crosby, Hope , Je r ry 
Colonna, Frances Lang ford and Tony Ro-
mano p u t on a show a t the dedicat ion ex-

eicises. Af ter Lake had spoken of the 
P G A rehabil itation-with-golf program in 
the broadcast t ha t was a feature of the 
ceremony, Hope, Crosby, Colonna and 
Romano batted around as the first four-
some over the course. 

This foursome was followed by 5 groups 
of P G A pros. When the feature foursome 
finished the 9 holes, the stars passed out 
and autographed to the pat ients Colonna's 
new book, " W h o Threw That Cocoanut ." 
Scores for the day were: Howard Schmidt 
and Bob Tucker, 25; H a r r y Bassler, Clay-
ton Aler idge, Bud Oakley, Ray Hanes, P au l 
Jopes, 26; Ed Newk i rk , Ra lph Smi th , 
George Mc lnerny , Zell Ea ton , F r ank Cor-
maci, 27; B i ng Crosby, Doyle Dorsey, O l in 
Du t r a , Barney Clark , Curley Howard , 
H a r r y Pressler, 28; Bob Hope, Hobbie 
Chapman , Eddie N u n n , F r a nk Gran t , 29; 
Tony Romano , 31; J e r r y Colonna, w i thou t 
us ing the clubhead, 38. The course record 
is of course 25 and was tied by a pat ient , 
Seaman Edward Rosak. 

This go l f course is one of the 5 located 
at veterans hospitals in Southern Cali-
forn ia and bu i l t by the Southern Ca l i forn ia 
P G A . The p rogram was started at the 
Long Beach hospital . The pros p lanned 
only to instal l a large practice pu t t i ng 
green. The p lan was presented to Cap t a i n 
P . M . A lb r igh t , Medical Officer in Com-
mand a t the t ime, and he was so enthusias-
tic t ha t we decided to bui ld a 3 hole pi tch 
and pu t t course. A n exhibit ion golf match 
s t a r r i ng B i ng Crosby and Bob Hope was 
held a t Recreation Pa r k on December 17, 
1944, and the gal lery fees were used to 
s tar t th is venture. Mi l ton A r t hu r of Long 
Beach became interested in the project . 

P G A b u i l t P i tch-and-Put t Cou r se is officially opened at L o n g Beach ( C a l i f . ) Nava l Hosp i t a l 



Cap t . C. M. Shaar h i ts first b a l l a t Long Beach 
Naval Hosp i t a l course open i ng . I n b a c k g r o u n d George 
Lake , O l i n D u t r a and Hob Hope s i t t i ng d o w n . 

When he inquired why we d idn ' t make the 
course a nine hole affair and was told 
of the cost of such a layout , he offered 
to help enlarge if enough land was avail-
able. Cap ta in C. M. Shaar , who relieved 
Cap ta in A lb r igh t , not only agreed to give 
us the land but to help w i th landscaping. 
W i t h this assistance, the pros were able 
to make the course 9 holes and add a large 
practice pu t t i ng green. The total cost was 
$12,000. Other monies used to finish this 
course were raised th rough the p laying 
of exhibit ion golf matches throughout 
Southern Cal i forn ia and f rom sweepstakes 
held and conducted by P G A professionals 
at the var ious clubs. 

Lake says: "Those who have helped us in 
this golf ing program are too numerous to 
mention, bu t we would l ike to pay par-
t icu lar thanks for their assistance to Cap-
tain C. M. Shaar , Medical Officer in Com-
mand ; Capta in I. L . V. No rman , Executive 
Officer; Cap t a i n P. M. A l b r i g h t ; Lt. Com-
mander Kar l G. Johanboeke, Wel fare 
Officer; L t . Dan Henry, Recreat ion Officer; 
Lt. Commander C. B. Sha re r ; Mi l ton 
A r t hu r , W m . P. Bell, Arch i tec t ; J imm ie 
Lawson, and Rodney Barker , V i rg i n i a CC. 

Columbus (O.) Sets National, 
State and Local Caddie Dates 

* Co lumbus ( 0 . ) pr ivate and municipal 
course golfers, headed by Mayo r James A. 
Rhodes, p lan to put caddie gol fers into the 
spot l ight with caddie tournaments this\ 
summer. The first nat ional caddie tourna- > * 
ment wil l be played at Oh io S ta te univer- — 
sity's gol f courses Aug . 26-31, inclusive; 
the Ohio State caddie event wi l l be played 
at the Ohio State layout, A u g . 19-24, and 
the Co lumbus Metropol i tan caddie tourna-
ment wi l l be played Aug . 12-17. Two pri-
vate clubs and 2 public courses are bid-
d ing for the Metropol i tan event. 

These events, with the Co lumbus $10,000 
Open, J u l y 5-7, should make the Buckeye 
capital a hot spot for gol f th is summer. 

Caddie tournament first prizes are to be 

4-, 2-, and 1-year scholarships at Oh io 
Sta te Univers i ty , for the nat ional , state 
and local events, respectively. Caddies 
mus t have sanction of president, pro, cad-
die-master or manage r of clubs they rep-
resent. A l l events wi l l be run at match 
play after qua l i fy ing rounds. 

Consensus of Co lumbus ' leading golfers 
is t ha t golf needs f a r more emphasis on 
caddie play and should have someth ing on 
the order of the Amer ican Legion jun ior 
baseball schedule w i t h its "L i t t l e Wor ld 's 
Series" cl imax, and the other annua l 
j un ior baseball feature, Esquire maga-
zine's All-Star boys' ball game in which 
32 newspapers in m a j o r cities collaborated 
in 1945. 

Co lumbus golfers intend to establish the 
Nat iona l Caddie Association, a non-profit 
organizat ion for the help and encourage-
ment of the kids. Mayor Rhodes, an ex-
caddie, hopes to a r range for a B ing Crosby-
Bob Hope exhibit ion match in Co lumbus as 
one of the means of financing the caddie 
association's activit ies. 

J ohn B. Gillespie, Ohio GA, pres., who 
helped establish the h igh ly successful Co-
lumbus Metropol i tan caddie championship , 
is among those active in get t ing the cad-
die championship idea on a state and na-
tional basis. 

The intention is to have e l iminat ion 
tournament play. Favorable reception of 
the caddie tou rnamen t idea by club offi-
cials and pros in various parts of the 
country indicates t ha t there is definite 
promise of arous ing considerable interest 
in the kids' play. One of the objectives 
is to get the association so established 
that the kids themselves can do consider-
able of the job of conducting the organ-
ization's affairs, thus receiving t ra in ing 
un ique in sports operat ion. 

The plan calls for br ing ing into sharp 
focus publicity for the kids, locally and 
nat ional ly , that ' l l be complementary to the 
excellent job the Western GA has done 
w i th its Chick Evans scholarships and 
other caddie enterprises. 

C lub presidents, pros, caddie-masters 
and managers interested in the plans 
Co lumbus golfers are mak ing for the cad-
die tournaments can get ful l details by 
wr i t i ng J ames A . Rhodes, mayor , Colum-
bus, O. 

C H A L L E N G E R E C R U I T S C A D D I E S 
— W h e n Ray Sage went f rom Forrest 
Hi l ls GC, A t l an t a to become pro-gkpr. at 
Southwinds, Lake Placid, F la . course 
owned by Ronald A . Baker, New York 
hotel man , Ray brougnt along an excel-
lent Negro golfer to act as caddymaster. 
Each Monday morn i ng caddies are allowed 
to p lay in a t ou rnamen t aga inst the caddy-
master. Any caddy who beats his score 
gets a prize. The event p^yed on an off-
morn i ng draws numerous caddie recruits 
and gets helpfu l newspaper publ ic i ty. 




