
Penn State To Have 2-Year 
Turf Management Course 

FO R Y E A R S t u r f interests have recog-
nized the need for a specialized course 

of instruct ion in colleges and universit ies 
that would t ra in , professional ly, individ-
uals in the m a n y phases of t u r f cul ture and 
t u r f management . This need has become 
more apparen t as country club committees 
view the few years of war t ime neglect to 
golf courses, and was re-emphasized as the 
aviat ion industry looked ahead to munici-
pal a irports dott ing the continent. 

Today t ha t long-awaited need seems 
closer to realization. 

As the first educational inst i tut ion to 
take th is precedent-establishing step, the 
School of Agr icu l tu re of the Pennsy lvan ia 
State College announces p lans to begin a 
2-year course in Tur f Managemen t wi th 
the Fa l l , 1946, semester. 

The Penn State announcement states 
the new course " is designed to t r a i n stu-
dents for the professional cu l ture and man-
agement of t u r f on golf courses, parks, 
estates, a irports and s imi lar grassed 
areas." As outlined, every subject either 
directly or even remotely related to the 
culture or management of t u r f , is included 
in the course of study or avai lable as an 
elective in the course. 

A t the same time," the proposed course in 
meeting demands of the indust ry for 
specialized, t ra ined personnel, is also meet-
ing demands from returned servicemen 
for t r a i n i ng of this kind. Numerous veter-
ans have a lready indicated a desire to take 
whatever t r a i n i ng is necessary to enter 
the field and college officials are hopeful 
the new course may at t ract stil l others. 

Quot ing f r om the outl ine of the new 
two-year course, it wi l l include "basic 

E c o n o m i c bo t any , i n c l u ded in the new T u r f rourse , 
p r ov i des a genera l view o f the p l an t w o r l d . 

t r a i n i ng in the f undamen ta l courses of 
chemistry, botany and bacteriology, fol-
lowed by applied courses in agronomy and 
hort icul ture, inc lud ing soils and fert i l irer > 
and the identif ication, culture, use and 
ma in t a i n i ng of t u r f and other p lant ma-
terials. Tra i n i ng is also provided in ac-
count ing methods, t u r f diseases, insect and 
weed control, . t ractor operation, land 
dra inage , and- t u r f machinery and equip-
ment . " 

Pract ical Wo rk Required 

Over and above the classroom work, the 
new course will stress to a new extent, the 
pract ical experience involved in such work. 
The out l ine clearly states " a certificate of 
g radua t ion wi l l not be issued unt i l mini-
mum requirements of 2 fu l l seasons under 

(Continued on Page 66) 

Greenkeepers o f Pennsy lvan ia m a k e a n n u a l t r ips to inspect test p lo t s at t he co l lege exper imen t s ta t ion . 
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competent professional supervision have 
been fu l ly satisfied." However, the student 
is g iven certain leeway, since the state-
ment continues, "Exper ience obtained be-
fore, du r i ng or fol lowing completion of 
the 2-year course may be offei'ed to fulfi l l 
this requ i rement . " 

I t has often been pointed out that any 
t ra in ing p rogram, must of necessity, for a 
well-rounded program, be supplemented 
by a sound body of facts established by 
careful ly controlled research. V iewing the 
si tuat ion f rom this aspect, the new course 
at Penn State certainly is advantageous. 
For years Penn State has been a leader 
in research of t u r f problems and recent 
conferences indicate even greater expan-
sion in t u r f work at the Exper imen t Sta-
tion. 

Research Coordination Helps 

Thus, those enrol l ing in the new 2-year 
course not only ga in the advan tage of a 
new and specialized course of instruction 
but have fu l l access to the detai 'ed work 
and findings in research. Such data wil l 
be up-to-date, whether in selective breeding 
of t u r f grasses, new chemical weed killers, 
control of insects and disease wi th re-
cently discovered compounds, seed produc-
tion, use of organic mat ter for physical 
condit ioning of the soil, fert i l izer reauire-
ments or involved dra inage studies. Since 
the experimental work at Penn State is 
now co-ordinated with research at New 
Jersey and Rhode Is land, findings wi l l pro-
vide pract ica l background for immediate 
use to those complet ing the new courses. 

Besides the specialized instruction in 
tu r f management , wi th all i ts related 
phases, the new course includes some work 
in Eng l i sh and other s imi lar standard 
subjects. Amp l e outlet for ind iv idua l in-
terests is also made possible bv various 
electives accompanying the course. These 
electives va ry from such subjects as ac-
count ing or p l an t propagat ion, to meadow 
and pasture management , mathemat ics and 
rural sociology. A special elective in forc-
ing has been listed for those wish ing to 
learn how to make repairs to mechanized 
pieces used in t u r f management . 

To prepare for the new course, the fac-
ulty of the School of Agr i cu l tu re a t Penn 
State has combined certain basic courses 
with specialized instruction. Among the 
"spec ia l " addit ions to the curr icu lum for 
the 2-year course are: t r a i n i ng in equip-
ment and machinery used in t u r f main-
tenance, identification and control of in-
sects and diseases neculiar to the grasses 
and legumes, identification and rontrol of 
weeds. A l l the classroom work will be 
augmented bv field studies and rteriodio in-
spection of the test plots in the Penn State 
Exper iment Stat ion. 

Those interested in fur ther details of 
the new " T u r f Managemen t " course should 
write direct to A. L. Beam, Director of 
Short Courses, Room 203, Da iry Bu i ld ing . 
Pennsylvania State College, State College, 
Pa. Because of l imited housing faci l i t ies 
in the State College area, college officials 
have been u rg ing all prospective students 
to enroll as early as possible and have in-
dicated tha t late appl icants may find no 
avai lable accommodations. 

Hagen Predicts Record 
Winning Score at 

Cleveland 
A t the recent Masters Tournament , 

Wa l t e r Hagen, former American and 
Bri t ish Open Champion , and many-time 
winner of the P G A , predicted that the win-
n ing score of the Na t iona l Open at Cleve-
land in June should produce the lowest 
gol f scores in the history of the game. 

Hagen , now an official of the Wi lson 
Spor t ing Goods Co., declared tha t cham-
pionship scores have dropped an average 
of 5 strokes every 25 years and tha t win-
n ing averages will reach the "m idd le 
sixties by 1970." 

" F r o m the way the present generat ion 
is g i v i ng specialized attent ion to p l ay ing 
the game, and from wha t I have been 
able to see and study in the way of sci-
entific advancements in equipment, there 
is no doubt tha t the current 25 year period 
in golf wil l see s tar t l i ng reductions in 
championship scores," the former star said. 

Po in t i ng out tha t he plaved against the 
law of averages to win his many cham-
pionships, Hagen said tha t the same type 
of p lay has brought a 10 stroke drop in 
the w i nn i ng score of the United States 
Championsh ip in the 50 years tha t event 
has been played. 

"The five stroke drop in the Unite-! 
States Champ ionsh ip , " Hagen said, "co-
incides almost exactly wi th the results of 
the Br i t ish Open Championsh in where th<> 
w inn i ng average has been lowered 15 
strokes in the 75 year l i fe of that event." 

S P A L D I N G R E N E W S S P O R T S CAR-
T O O N — A . G. Spa ld ing & Bro. is renewing: 
its sports cartoon general advert is ing cam-
na ign for the th i rd consecutive year, wi th 
W i l l a r d Mu l l i n , famed sports cartoonist 
doing the i l lus t ra t ing of the sports his-
torical facts and oddities. Last year more 
than 500,000 requests werp received for 
the booklet conta in ing reprints of the in-
format ive and enter ta in ing ads. Enlarge-
ments of the ads will be supplied for pro 
shon display. 
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