
A Pro Comes Back 
from the War 

* A FORMER PRO in Kansas recently 
was given a medical discharge by the 
Army. Stomach ulcers were one of the 
reasons. He always worked hard and was 
conscientious. Ulcers seem to be the re-
ward of such a temperament. 

In considering his prospects for re-
employment in golf, the pro wrote GOLF-
DOM: 

"My present invoice of equipment to 
start back to a pro career is a bent screw-
driver, a well-worn pair of golf shoes, 
seven worn out shoe-calks, a torn rain-
jacket, a set of clubs in a bag I 'm no 
longer strong enough to lift, and a golf 
ball in poor condition. I tried to buy a 
new ball last summer. My biggest chance 
was the day I got up to $2.35 in the bid-
ding. Had I have been a Sgt. or a 2nd Lt. 
I might have made it. My last report 
from the manufacturers was that no mat-
ter how many times they tried to make a 
No. 2 iron it always came out a machine 
gun. 

" I was still quite optimistic in Sept., 
which the European War was supposed to 
be over the 15th of, (to hell with gram-
mar). But day before yesterday I heard 
an eminent authority say, 'We can rest 
assured that Germany will go down in 
defeat in the early months of the coming 
Summer.' Yesterday I heard (quoted from 
an Admiral), 'We have many months of 
hard fighting in the Pacific yet ahead of 
us, but we can rest assured that by the 
first of next year we will have Japan 
humiliated and to her knees.' This morning 
I listened attentively to an international 
statesman—'The Axis group has not weak-
ened as we had anticipated, in fact they 
have become revitalized, but we may rest 
assured that 1949 will see the dawn of a 
new civilization and the end of all this 
horrible bloodshed." The 28th of last Aug. 
I heard a rather foresighted buck private 
(after seven months of service) say, 'I 
guess I had better wash these clothes— 

SNOW-PROOF 
Get your share of the profit-
able SNOW-PROOF business, 
proofs, reconditions golf shoes. 
Nationally advertised. Water-
golf bags. etc. Stops dry 
rot. Prevents mildew. Odor-
less colorless, not sticky. Sold 
only In Blsmark Brown cans. 
Retails at 3% oz. 25c, 1 lb. 
75c, 5 lbs. $3. Money-back 
guarantee. Descriptive folder 
and sample can sent FREE 
on request. 

Dept. 13 
THE SNOW PROOF CO. 

Middletown, N Y. 

APIDEMIC 
MILKY 

DISEASE 
SPORE 
DUST 

Kills the Grub 
of Japanese Beetles 

in the soil! 
CONSIDER 

THESE P O I N T S -

O O f f e r s p e r m a n e n t c o n t r o l . O n e treat-
ment being normal ly all your turf will 
ever require. Consider the future sav ings 
in money and labor. 

Q E a s y t o a p p l y -

© 

-little l abo r involved. 

N a t u r e ' s o w n m e t h o d — m i l k y disease 
sp reads rapidly in the soil. (It is harmless 
to humans, an imals a n d plants. 

O n e pound of J A P I D E M I C treats 4,000 
sq. ft. 10 to 11 lbs. treats one acre. It is 
most inexpensive when you consider it is 
a permanent control. 

$ 5 0 0 per lb. prepaid 
FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 

JAPIDEMIC is produced in accordance with the 
method covered by U. S. Letters Patent N o . 
2,258,319, a n d under license g ranted by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture. 

ORDER YOUR SUPPLY N O W 
W e are happy to be of service in br ing-
ing Jap idemic to your attention, but may 
we a l so serve you by remind ing you that 
you should order your g r a s s seed, fer-
tilizer a n d other suppl ies a s promptly as 
poss ib le. De lay benef i ts no one — i t may 
seriously inconvenience you. Let us quote 
prices on your requirements today. 

PETER HENDERSON & CO. 
35 CORTLANDT ST., NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 



looks like I might be wearing them for 
the rest of my life.' 

"So much for the nonsense. The truth 
of things to come is that I am not looking 
for a club attachment. I got satisfaction 
out of the time that I have put in pro golf. 
My big sticker was that I was never able 
to pound a ball far enough. In years past 
I went to several good pros desperately 
seeking the necessary 25 to 30 yds. that 
would have turned a hard game into an 
easy one. 

"That in itself was probably the source 
of quite a bit of my teaching technique. 
I got by just swell with the women stu-
dents as I could impress them by out-
driving them, but men would watch me 
play and always wound up concluding 
they could hit a ball farther wrong than 
I could right. 

"They kept right on hitting them wrong 
and I ' kept right on going hungry. I 
should have chronic ulcers from the con-
tinuous agony I have had to stand watch-
ing these big hulks go to the par fives 
with a drive and an iron and me paying 
to watch it. 

"My unfortunate status in golf is that 
I put in five years studying for the min-
istry, and it always stuck in my craw that 
I was wasting a hard gained education." 

Coutre, Veteran Chicago 
Greenkeeper, Dies 

• John M. Coutre, a 
pioneer greenkeeper 
in the Chicago dis-
trict, passed away 
after a brief illness 
on Jan. 23, 1945, at 
the age of 67. Al-
though born in Chi-
cago, Mr. C o u t r e 
either lived on the 
property or was in 
the employ of Indian 
Hill CC. from early 
y o u t h u n t i l h i s 
death. From 1909 to 

1913 Mr. Coutre served the village of 
Winnetka as Chief of Police and Fire 
Marshal. In 1913 he helped construct the 
Indian Hill golf course and was retained 
as greenkeeper. He is said to have been 
the first greenkeeper as such in the dis-
trict. In 1938 he retired in favor of his 
son, John, but nevertheless he never 
missed spending some part of each day 
at the course until his death. He served 
Indian Hill faithfully and efficiently for 
32 years. 

His green chairman in the early years 
was Mr. McCordic who served for 14 years. 
I t was a happy team because both were 
keenly interested in turf. It terminated 
upon "the death of Mr. McCordic. Since 

5th green at Indian H i l l ; first green in midwest 
to be planted vegetatively to creeping bent stolons. 

then there have been five chairmen, 
Messrs. Badgerow, Lyon, Gordon, Sears, 
and Mr. Northrup, the present one. The 
club sent Mr. Coutre to Washington every 
year to study the Arlington Turf Nursery 
and obtain first-hand information from 
Drs. Piper and Oakley. On such a trip 
in 1920 he obtained a bushel of bent 
stolons. They were the first to be planted 
in the Middle-West. The fifth green at 
Indian Hill was converted to this grass 
first. Its turf, twenty-four years old, is 
still in use. A large nursery was developed 
and used to convert all the others except 
number 14, which is the only seeded one 
left. Three or four greens were changed 
each year until the job was finished. 

Indian Hill was one of the first to 
abandon manure as a fairway fertilizer 
and switch to more concentrated materials. 
Mr. Coutre recognized the necessity of 
adequate fertilization for fairways that 
were watered. 

Mr. Coutre was a charter member of the 
National Greenkeepers' Association and 
continued as an active member even after 
retiring. With his passing Indian Hill has 
lost a valuable employee and the green-
keeping profession one of its outstanding 
men. 

Lively Demand for Spalding 
Co-Sponsored World 

Series Film 
• The 1944 World Series film "rings the 
bell" in entertainment judging from the 
many requests for its showing. This pic-
ture depicting the high lights of all of the 
games of last year's World Series between 
the St. Louis Browns and Cardinals, is 
packed with thrills. I f you want it for 
your spring stag or any club affair just 
write: American League of Professional 
Baseball Clubs, 310 South Michigan Blvd., 
care of Lew Fonseca, Promotional Dept., 
Room 2420, Chicago 4, 111. The only charge 
is expressage of the prints to and from 
Chicago. The movie comes with sound in 
both 16 and 35 mm sizes and can be run 
in about thirty minutes. The film was 
put out by the American League with 
A. G. Spalding & Bros, as a co-sponsor. 


