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No ONE has ye t tal l ied up the n u m b e r 
of mill ions of rounds of golf t h a t 

were played in Amer ica in 1943, bu t , 
unless I d reamed a lot of what I saw in 
the newspapers all over the coun t ry , 
there was a lot more golf played t h a n 
early predict ions credited as possible. 

Cer ta in ly golf has had a tough war-
t ime si tuat ion to face compared with 
some of the o ther spor ts . . . special pre j -
udices t h a t look upon it as a leisurely 
pas t ime instead of the great physical 
fitness contr ibut ion it makes to a na t ion 
a t war . . . t r anspor ta t ion handicaps . . . 
golf-club overhead and all tha t . 

However , a game t h a t , in normal years , 
is played with en thus iasm by millions 
of people . . . men and women alike . . . 
i sn ' t going to dwindle to any small pro-
port ions a t the mere th rea t of a few 
difficulties. Chances are the predict ions of T o m 
M c M a h a n , pres ident of the Chicago Dis t r ic t 
Golf Association, last spring, were no t fa r afield 
when he es t imated t h a t 30,000,000 rounds of golf 
would be played in the war-year 1943. 

Late in 1942 we heard a great m a n y dire pre-
dictions about wha t would happen to golf in 1943. 
W e haven ' t heard a n y such predictions a b o u t golf 
in 1944, except on one basis—the t h r e a t of a golf 
ball shortage. On t h a t score the out look is indeed 
becoming grim. T h e r e will be plenty of people who 
w a n t to play and p len ty of golf links to p lay on. 

T h e only thing needed to complete a p ic tu re 

t h a t justifies genuine opt imism for the 1944 season 
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is for pros and club officials and M r . John Golfer 
himself to ge t those used balls in N O W for re-
building. 

THERE WILL BE NO 
SYNTHETIC RUBBER 
GOLF BALLS IN '44! 
Pros and players must turn in old 

used balls if we are to keep the 

g a m e go ing strong. 
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