balls an individual player or a golf pro
will get back in return for the number of
old golf balls the individual player—or the
golf pro—turns in to the manufacturer.

“If the golf professional takes the po-
sition that he will return to his member a
new ball for every old ball the member
turns in, and he continues that policy
throughout, it is obvious that the follow-
ing condition could easily be created: A
few members who happen to have a
fairly sizable quantity of old golf balls
would turn them in and in return would
receive an equally good supply of new
balls as the new balls were made avail-
able. Other members who are not so for-
tunate as to have any supply of old golf
balls would have none to turn in and
would, therefore, be unable to obtain any
new balls, It would seem logical that
these members in this class would, there-
fore, not be able to play golf; would lose
interest in the club and, in all probability,
would resign.

“Consequently, it would seem that the
golf professional has a real obligation to
all of the members of his club and to the
officers of the club who are his employers
to see to it that a condition such as just
described does not arise.

“If this is the case, then the golf pro
should not, under any circumstance, make
commitments to individual members as to
exactly how many new balls will be made
available to the member who turns in
some specific quantity of old balls.

Should Explain to Members

“It would seem that the golf profes-
sional should make the situation clear to
each member in reply to questions that
will be presented to him by these mem-
bers. It seems equally obvious that if
this situation is described carefully by
the pro, to the members, that they will
see the soundness of it and in their own
interest will be only too glad to have
the pro allocate the supply of new balls
that he is able to obtain as evenly as
possible to the entire membership so that
the entire playing membership can be kept

in a position to play and in that way
salvage the club and keep it alive.
“These thoughts are brought forcibly to
my mind because I am having reported to
me from so many quarters the insistence
on the part of golf professionals to know
just how many golf balls they are going
to get back in return for old balls they
turn in and because the golf professionals
report that they are making commitments
to their members that they will give the
member certain specified quantities in re-
turn for the old balls the member turns in.
“It seems to me that the situation is so
grave and is so far-reaching that it is
absolutely necessary that every individual
connected with it do his share. I feel
confident that if every individual does do
his share, a sufficient quantity of golf balls
can be made available, not only for this
vear, but for 1943, to practically insure
the maintenance of golf play and, along
with it, to maintain the private clubs in
existence. If this is not done, it would
seem to me that it would be entirely pos-
sible for the lives of a number of private
clubs to be placed in serious jeopardy.”

Joseph G. Davis, Oldest
Golf Writer, Dies

OSEPH GARIBALDI DAYVIS, 79, for
the past 16 years executive sec. of the

Chicago District GA, died April 3 in a
Chicago hospital, after a 7-weeks’ ill-
ness. For 25 years Joe was golf editor
of the Chicago Tribune. He was born in
England. He resided in Florida for a
short time after coming to the U. S. and
moved to Chicago in the 80s.

He was among the first to play golf
in the Chicago District and did much to
build the game in the midwest. He was
probably the first sports writer in the
U. S. regularly assigned to golf. Thou-
sands knew Joe and loved him. He was
a real gentleman sportsman. His amaz-
ing memory and extensive acquaintance
accounted for keeping the history of mid-
western golf complete and accurate.

Elmhurst (I1l.) CC began some-
thing other clubs are adopting. Elm-
hurst called one of its traps the USO
trap. Every player who hits a shot
into that trap deposits a quarter in a
box in the clubhouse. The collection
is forwarded to the USO.
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A sign located not to interfere
with play marks the trap.

Such a trap, with a dime or quar-
ter penalty, might well be desig-
nated at every golf club in the
United States and bring in a goodly
piece of money for UUSO operations.

Golfdom



