Instructor or Player?

By BOB HALL

Larry Gleason Has the Answer to That
Question—For Himself at Least—

SEVERAL times in the 16 years that
Larry Gleason has been golf profes-
sional in Long Beach, Calif., he has en-
gaged in major tournaments. Each time
he has made such fine showings against
the regular playing professionals—al-
though never taking first prize money—
that many have wondered why Larry has
kept from seeking the glare of the tourna-
ment spotlight.

Here's the story of Larry, the man who
prefers to stay at home. He's no different
from hundreds of others working day in
and day out at private and public courses
the nation over. You seldom read about
them outside their own sector, but they’re
always on hand when a member wants to
make that slice go straight, or iron out
a hook.

Larry can—and has—played golf with
the best of them. Yet, day after day he
had greeted his many friends on the les-
son tee, and given not a second thought
to the rich open tournaments of Southern
California.

“I came to a very definite decision to

devote my time to teaching golf, rather |

than follow the tournament tour, in 1926
when I became professional at the Long
Beach CC (now Meadowlark, a public
course),” Gleason says.

“The course had just been opened. There
were many members who were learning
the game, and were badly in need of in-
struction. 1 felt it was my duty to the
club to stay on the lesson tee,” he con-
tinued.

A Real Veteran

Larry has been a golf professional 22
yvears. He got his start in the Chicago
district as a caddie, later coming to South-
ern California in the mid-1920s. For the
past 16 years he has been serving golfers
in the Long Beach area, and his many
fine pupils attest to the success he has
had.

Among his pupils have been Mrs, Betty
Hicks Newell, who got her start five years
ago with Larry; Ernie Combs, Jr., quarter-
finalist in the 1934 National Amateur;
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Take a look at Melflex’s “Big Three'—then get
into action by ordering the items that will in-
sure Safety and Service for your club—at small
cost !

1. Melflex Diamond Step Treads—for absolute
protection at the approach edge of the step—
the real danger point. Specially molded for
heavy duty wear; one piece construction.

2, Melflex Mel-Isle Transit Runners—rubberized
fabrie, ideal wherever there is heavy traffie—
in locker-rooms, pro-shops, landings, ete.
Resist cutting action of golf shoes and elimi-
nate slip hazards,

3. Melflex Shower Stall Mats—definitely elimi-
nate the slip hazard, so dangerous in shower
stalle, Specially treated corrugated perfor-
ated mats in 3/16-in, thickness supplied in
various sizes. Provide sanitary shower stall
tread.

Three mighty important items for your mem-

bers’ safety and comfort. e
aren't they? And, they're the ‘\/\ﬁ L&
toughest things for wear you 3
ever saw, Better tell us your [ 5
requirements soon g0 we can 4?;:0?'

make sure of delivery., Write

The Melflex Products Company
L. E. WARFORD, President
415 WHEELER LANE AKRON, OHIO
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Time — Money — Effort
—SAVE ON ALL THREE!

Reduce your sales effort—but increase your
sales. Sounds strange you say? But not if
you're located in the Lytton Building—the golf
trade buying headquarters of the world. You'll
then ‘cash in’ on the drawing power of the
golf companies, golf publishers, and the golf
associations located in this building.

Your Chicago Office Should Be Here!

More pros, by a wide margin, pass through the
entrance of the Lytton Building than at any
other address. YOU should take advantage of
the consequent greater business that ‘being in’
the Lytton Building gives you. Rents are rea-
sonable, suites are conveniently arranged, and
there’s not a better maintained building any-
where.

HE LyTtTOoN BUILDING
Golf's Most Famous Address

14 E. Jackson Blvd. Chicago

Peggy Rutledge, a definite comer in
Southern California women’s competition,
who qualified for the National last sum-
mer, and Jackson Bradley, young Lake-
wood assistant professional, who recently
joined the Marines.

Larry’s pupils have brought many titles
to Long Beach. His teams at Long Beach
CC won the women’s association cham-
pionships in 1926, their first year, and
were runners-up in 1927, He switched to
the Municipal course at Recreation Park
in 1928-31 and coached those teams to two
championships. Since that time he has
been at Virginia Country Club.

The Virginia women have won the
Eastern division flag eight times out of
ten; the men, six times and have been
in the Southland finals three times. His
juniors, Les Hensley, Combs and Curtis
Williams, won the Southland junior titles
four straight years, 1927-30—and Bradley
took over the Southern California inter-
scholastic and junior crown in 1939.

“There are several reasons for my
sticking to the lesson tee,” Larry will
tell you. “First, as I mentioned before,
I felt it my duty to the club. After all,
I'm selling my knowledge of the game to
them and I can’t sell them much, nor help
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them much, if I'm often miles away bat-
tling other pros for a title.”

“Second, Eastern and Midwestern
professionals, who have to close their
shops for the winter, and touring pros
who do little else but play in the opens,
have more time to devote to practice and
to competition. It’s like trying to beat
them at their own game.

“Third, it’s decidedly more profitable to
tend to business than to play in the tour-
naments, Only the first four or five
finishers in the tournaments break even
financially anyway, what with entry fees,
caddie fees, increased hotel rates and the
usual expense of vacationing. I couldn’t
afford to vacation too long. Business just
doesn’t follow one around the country.

“Fourth, I really enjoy teaching. The
mechanics of a golf swing are simple, but
to control these mechanies, to teach others
to hit clean shots and to enjoy their game,
seems to me both enjoyable and interest-
ing.
“And fifth, one gets acquainted with a
fine class of ladies and gentlemen, and
has most interesting chats. To me that's
living. I’ll always cherish my memories
of the lesson tee.”

Larry has studied golf. He plays one
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of the most consistent games in Southern
California. He has won more than his
share of the monthly pro-amateur sweep-
stakes of the Southland PGA and other
minor outings over a period of 16 years.
He is a member of the American Legion.
He also served for many years as an
official of the Southern California PGA.

“Perhaps the most valuable experience
I received from play in the open tourna-
ments,” Larry says, “were tips and good
advice I obtained from the more experi-
enced professionals in the teaching phase
of the game. From their kind words,
their little hints and the like, I've been
able to store up a fund of information that
has stood me well on the lesson tee.

“To MacDonald Smith, Eddie Loos and
many others who have given freely of
their advice, I have felt most grateful.”

Larry doesn’t have a set system for
teaching golf. He believes that the swing
should be adapted to the man or woman,
that each would-be golfer should be taught
to hit the ball the way he or she is built
to hit it, and that enjoyment of the game
comes first, good scores second.

He inaugurated mass or group instruec-
tion at the Long Beach Country Club in
1926, first California pro, and one of the
first in the United States, to begin this
now popular phase of teaching.

New Society Gives Duffer
Chance at Prizes
By JOE KRAYNICK

THE guy who pays the freight in minor
amateur tournament golf—the middle-
aged duffer who shoots in the low 80’s and
up, only to be dropped into the third or
fourth flight while younger golfers battle
for the club, district or invitation cham-
pion—is getting his share of prizes in at
least one state these days.

The Junior-Senior Golfing Society of
Connecticut is responsible for this major
change in the division of the spoils and
the fun of being hailed as a winner, much
to the satisfaction of everyone, including
the parent Connecticut Golf Association.
To say this society, composed of men be-
tween the ages of 40 and 55, has helped
Connecticut golf is putting it mildly. It
practically assures the success of every
tournament by large turnouts and gener-
ally its members are the “life of the
party” at the 19th hole.

As a matter of record, the society was
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... makes your course
independent of RAIN

Now is the time to get information on
the Skinner System Planning and Engineer-
ing Service and make plans to keep your
course fresh and green all summer long.
Write for catalog and details of Skinner
Service. No obligation.

SKINNER IRRIGATION COMPANY
415 CANAL ST., TROY, OHIO
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MODERNIZE
YOUR

“WATCH THE
» GOLF pA‘\_,rgou.
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MECLAIN HYDRO'MIXIR

Capacity of Hydro-Mixer for speed and accuracy

unmatched by any other equipment. One man now treats

an entire Green in 10 to 15 minutes.

Labor shortage problem really solved with this

inexpensive outfit. Saving in time and chemicals alone

a large item. Displ big, costly ex ive spray rigs.
Investment is nothing compared to service of this

popular outfit now used by hundreds of Courses from

Maine to California. Attaches to your present water

system. Works on any pressure.

How can you get along without a Hydro-Mixer?

Write for literature.

McCLAIN BROTHERS COMPANY . .

KEEP "EM COMING

Keep reminding your players to turn
in their used balls for reconditioning.
It’s important to the game—it’s vital
to pro profit.
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