
I n s t r u c t o r or P l a y e r ? 
By B O B H A L L 

Larry Gleason Has the Answer to That 

Question—For Himself at Least— 

C E V E R A L times in the 16 years that 
Larry Gleason has been golf profes-

sional in Long Beach, Calif., he has en-
gaged in major tournaments. Each time 
he has made such fine showings against 
the regular playing professionals—al-
though never taking first prize money— 
that many have wondered why Larry has 
kept from seeking the glare of the tourna-
ment spotlight. 

H e r e ' s t h e s t o ry o f L a r r y , t h e m a n w h o 

p r e f e r s to s t a y a t h o m e . He ' s no d i f f e ren t 

f r o m h u n d r e d s o f o t he r s w o r k i n g d a y i n 

a n d d a y o u t a t p r i v a t e a n d pub l i c courses 

t h e n a t i o n over . Y o u se ldom read a b o u t 

t h e m ou t s i de t h e i r o w n sector , b u t t h ey ' r e 

a l w a y s on h a n d w h e n a m e m b e r w a n t s to 

m a k e t h a t sl ice g o s t r a i g h t , o r i r on ou t 

a h ook . 

L a r r y c a n — a n d h a s — p l a y e d g o l f w i t h 

t h e bes t o f t h e m . Y e t , d a y a f t e r d ay he 

h a d g ree ted h i s m a n y f r i e n d s on the les-

son tee , a n d g i v e n n o t a second t h o u g h t 

t o t h e r i c h o p e n t o u r n a m e n t s o f S o u t h e r n 

C a l i f o r n i a . 

" I c a m e t o a v e r y de f i n i t e dec is ion to 

devo te m y t i m e to t e a c h i n g g o l f , r a t h e r 

t h a n f o l l o w the t o u r n a m e n t t o u r , i n 1926 

w h e n I b e c a m e p r o f e s s i o n a l a t t h e L o n g 

B e a c h C C ( n o w M e a d o w l a r k , a p u b l i c 

c o u r s e ) , " G l eason says . 

" T h e course h a d j u s t been opened . The re 

were m a n y m e m b e r s w h o w e r e l e a r n i n g 

t h e g a m e , a n d w e r e b a d l y in need o f in-

s t r u c t i o n . I f e l t i t w a s m y d u t y to t h e 

c l u b to s t a y o n t h e lesson t e e , " he con-

t i n ued . 

A Real Veteran 

L a r r y h a s been a g o l f p r o f e s s i o n a l 22 

years . H e g o t h i s s t a r t i n t h e C h i c a g o 

d i s t r i c t a s a cadd ie , l a t e r c o m i n g to Sou th-

e r n C a l i f o r n i a i n t h e mid-1920s . F o r t h e 

p a s t 16 yea r s he h a s been s e r v i n g g o l f e r s 

i n t h e L o n g B e a c h a r e a , a n d h i s m a n y 

fine p u p i l s a t t e s t t o t h e success h e h a s 

h a d . 

A m o n g h i s p u p i l s h a ve been Mr s . B e t t y 

H i c k s N e w e l l , w h o g o t he r s t a r t five yea r s 

a g o w i t h L a r r y ; E r n i e C o m b s , J r . , q ua r t e r-

finalist in t h e 1934 N a t i o n a l A m a t e u r ; 
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ATTEMTIflN MR- M A N A G E R A N D 
HI iCnUUIl MR. HOUSE CHAIRMAN 

Take a look at Melflex's Hi;. Thr." '"—then get 
into action by ordering the items that will in-
sure Safety and Service for your club—at small 
cost! 

1. MHI!.", [)inn.;:r..i Step Treads—for absolute 
protection at the approach edge of the step— 
the real danger point. Specially molded for 
heavy duty wear: one piece construction. 

2. Melflex Mel-Isle Transit Runners—rubberiied 
fabric, ideal wherever there in heavy traffic— 
in locker-rooms, pro-shops, landings, etc. 
Resist cutting Action of golf shoes and elimi-
nate slip hazards. 

3. Melflex Shower Stall Mats—definitely elimi-
nate the slip hazard, so dangerous ia shower 
stalls. Specially treated corrugated perfor-
ated mats in 3/lfi-ln. thickness supplied In 
various sizes. Provide sanitary shower .stall 
tread. 

Three mighty important ittms for your mem-
bers' safety and comfort, 
aren't they ? And. they're the 
toughest things for wear you 
ever eaw. Better tell us your 
requirements soon fio we can 
make sura of delivery. Write 

The Melflex Products Company 
I n E. WAEFORD, President 
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NELSON 
Sprinkling 
Equipment 

"S i lver Top " 

Quick Coup l i ng 

Valval 

Rain Gird and Lark 

Sprinklers 

Send for new 
catalog 

L. R. NELSON 
MFG. CO. 

P E O R I A . I L L I N O I S 



Time — M o n e y — E f f o r t 
— S A V E O N ALL THREE! 
Reduce your sales effort—but increase your 

sales. Sounds strange you say? But not if 

you're located in the Lytton Building—the golf 

trade buying headquarters of the world. You'll 

then 'cash in' on the drawing power of the 

golf companies, golf publishers, and the golf 

associations located in this building. 

Your C h i c a g o Of f ice Should Be H e r e ! 

More pros, by a wide margin, pass through the 

entrance of the Lytton Building than at any 

other address. YOU should take advantage of 

the consequent greater business that 'being in' 

the Lytton Building gives you. Rents are rea-

sonable, suites are conveniently arranged, and 

there's not a better maintained building any-

where. 

THE L Y T T O N B U I L D I N G 
Golft Uott Famnu Addrsu 

14 E . Jackson Blvd. Chicago 

Peggy Rut ledge , a definite corner in 

Southern Ca l i forn ia women 's compet i t ion, 

who qualif ied fo r the Na t i ona l last sum-

mer , and Jackson Brad ley , young Lake-

wood assistant professional , who recently 

jo ined the Mar ines . 

Larry 's pupi ls have b rough t m a n y t i t les 

to L o n g Beach, H is teams a t Long Beach 

CC won the women's association cham-

pionships in 1926, the i r first year, and 

were runners-up in 1927. H e switched to 

the Mun ic ipa l course a t Reereation Pa rk 

i n 1928-31 and coached those teams to two 

championships . Since t h a t t ime he has 

been a t V i rg in i a Country Club. 

The V i rg i n i a women have won the 

Eas tern division flag e ight t imes out o f 

ten; the men , six t imes and have been 

in the South land finals three t imes. H is 

jun iors , Les Hensley, Combs and Cur t i s 

W i l l i ams , won the South land j un io r tit les 

four s t ra igh t years, 1927-30—and Brad ley 

took over the Southern Ca l i forn ia inter-

scholastic and j un io r crown in 1939. 

"There are several reasons fo r my 

st ick ing to the lesson tee," L a r r y wi l l 

tell you. "F i r s t , as I ment ioned before, 

I felt i t m y du ty to the club. A f t e r a l l , 

I 'm sel l ing m y knowledge o f the g a m e to 

them and I can't sell t hem much , nor help 
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t hem much, i f I ' m often mi les away bat-

t l ing other pros f o r a t i t l e . " 

"Second, Eas te rn and Midwestern 

professionals, who have to close their 

shops fo r the winter , and tour ing pros 

who do l i t t le else but p lay i n the opens, 

have more t ime to devote to pract ice and 

to compet i t ion . I t ' s l ike t ry i ng to beat 

them a t t he i r own game. 

"Th i rd , i t 's decidedly more profitable to 

tend to business than to play in the tour-

naments . On l y the first f ou r or five 

finishers in the tournaments break even 

financially anyway , wha t w i t h entry fees, 

caddie fees, increased hotel rates and the 

usual expense of vacat ioning. I couldn't 

afford to vacat ion too long. Business j us t 

doesn't fo l low one a round the country. 

" Fou r t h , I rea l ly enjoy teaching. The 

mechanics of a go l f sw ing are s imple , bu t 

to control these mechanics, to teach others 

to h i t clean shots and to enjoy the i r game , 

seems to me both enjoyable and interest-

ing . 

" A n d fifth, one gets acquainted w i th a 

fine class o f ladies and gent lemen, and 

has most in terest ing chats. To m e that 's 

l iv ing . I ' l l a lways cherish my memor ies 

of the lesson tee." 

La r ry has studied gol f . He p lays one 

G o l f d o m . 



... makes your course 
independent of R A I N 
Mow is the time to get information on 
the Skinnsr System Planning and Engineer-
ing Service and make plans to keep your 
course fresh and green all summer long. 
Write for catalog and details of Skinner 
Service. No obligation. 

SKINNER IRRIGATION COMPANY 
415 CANAL ST., TROY, OHIO 

CATALOG 
No ObliqatiB* 

of the most consistent games in Southern 
California. He has won more than his 
share of the monthly pro-amateur sweep-
stakes of the Southland PGA and other 
minor outings over a period of 16 years. 
He is a member of the American Legion. 
He also served for many years as an 
official of the Southern California PGA. 

"Perhaps the most valuable experience 
I received from play in the open tourna-
ments," Larry says, "were tips and good 
advice I obtained from the more experi-
enced professionals in the teaching phase 
of the game. From their kind words, 
their little hints and the like, Pve been 
able to store up a fund of information that 
has stood me well on the lesson tee. 

"To MacDonald Smith, Eddie Loos and 
many others who have given freely of 
their advice, I have felt most grateful ." 

Larry doesn't have a set system for 
teaching golf. He believes that the swing 
should be adapted to the man or woman, 
that each would-be golfer should be taught 
to hit the ball the way he or she is built 
to hit it, and that enjoyment of the ganie 
comes first, good scores second. 

He inaugurated mass or group instruc-
tion at the Long Beach Country Club in 
1926, first California pro, and one of the 
first in the United States, to begin this 
now popular phase of teaching. 

New Society Gives Duffer 

Chance at Prizes 

By JOE KRAYNICK 

" " P H E g u y w h o p a y s t h e f r e i g h t i n m i n o r 

a m a t e u r t o u r n a m e n t g o l f — t h e m idd le-

aged du f f e r w h o shoo t s i n t h e l ow 80's a n d 

up , on l y to be d r o p p e d i n t o t h e t h i r d o r 

f o u r t h flight w h i l e y o u n g e r g o l f e r s b a t t l e 

f o r the c lub , d i s t r i c t o r i n v i t a t i o n cham-

p i o n — i s g e t t i n g h is s h a r e o f p r i z e s in a t 

leas t o n e s t a t e these days . 

The Junior-Senior Golfing Society of 

Connecticut is responsible for this major 

change in the division of the spoils and 

the fun of being hailed as a winner, much 

to the satisfaction of everyone, including 

the parent Connecticut Golf Association. 

To say this society, composed of men be-

tween the ages of 40 and 55, has helped 

Connecticut golf is putt ing it mildly. I t 

practically assures the success of every 

tournament by large turnouts and gener-

ally its members are the " l i fe of the 

par ty" a t the 19th hole. 

As a matter of record, the society was 

MCCLAIN HYDRO-MIXER 
Capacity of Hydro-Mixer for speed and accuracy 

unmatched by any other equipment. One man now treats 
an entire Green in 10 to 15 minutes. 

Labor shortage problem really solved with this 
inexpensive outfit Saving in time and chemicals alone 
a large item. Displaces big, costly expensive spray rigs. 

investment is nothing compared to service of this 
popular outfit now used by hundreds of Courses from 
Maine to California. Attaches to your present water 
system. Works on any pressure. 

How can you get along without a Hydro-Mixer? 
Write for literature. 

McCLAfN BROTHERS COMPANY * - CANTON. OHIO 

K E E P ' E M C O M I N G 

K e e p r e m i n d i n g you r p l a y e r s to t u r n 

in t h e i r used ba l l s fo r r e c o n d i t i o n i n g . 

I t ' s i m p o r t a n t to t h e g a m e — i t ' s v i t a l 

t o p r o prof i t . 

July, 1912 25 


