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W A R 
GOLF SETS ITSELF TO SERVE 

•y HERB GRAFFIS 

/ " • O L F in the U . S. A . is quickly change* 

^ ing to a wart ime swing. There is a 

firm and calculating determination to 

make the game a substantial contributor 

to the strength and morale of the nation. 

Experience in other countries to which 

this war is nothing new has revealed that 

golf because of its scope of ages, classes 

and both sexes, functions valuably in phy-

sically and mentally conditioning non-

combatants. and in the recreation program 

for service men. 

In Rri ta in, although some courses in po-

tential invasion areas have been aband-

oned temporarily and their fairways 

studded with devises to prevent possible 

use by enemy planes, play on courses re-

main ing open has kept up surprisingly 

well, 

Some Alterations May Come 

In the Los Angeles sector U. S. a rmy 

officials closed several municipal courses 

promptly after the J a p attack on Hawaii . 

At this wri t ing the A rmy has made known 

no set policy concerning courses in coastal 

areas subject to invasion risk. It's pos-

siule that on some courses in such ter-

ritory alterations will be made to prevent 

use by enemy planes but to allow continu-

ance of golf play with new hazards. 

Employees of evacuated British business 

houses have taken to the game on courses 

near country locations to which offices of 

commercial and government establish-

ments have been driven by bombing raids. 

Although British labor is working a t 

unparalleled extent and intensity, artisan 

golf continues as a needed and beneficial 

recreation. 

Worker Output Slumps in Germany 

German medical and industrial publica-

tions as far back as a year ago reported 

slumps in per capita output per worker 

in German plants caused by fai lure to 

effect correct balance of work and recrea-

tion for the worker, Such information 

from the enemy was valuable to the Bri-

tish who were confronted by a critical 

problem of mainta in ing utmost produc-

tive efficiency per worker. 

According to available reports, com-

paratively small acreage of Brit ish courses 

has been converted into farm and grazing 

land. Generally the courses are unsuitable 

to growing vegetables. Much use seems to 

have been made of golf course grass col-

January, 1942 7 



lected after cutting for making ensilage. 

Recovering of golf balls is one of the 

means used in Britain to provide playing 

equipment. Quota of raw material for 

balls was allowed on a percentage set 

when golf play was at its min imum. 

Longer fairways, less maintenance of the 

rough, and the tendency of newer players 

to lose balls, have heightened the golf 

ball supply problem since the influx of 

evacuee workers to rural districts. 

From meager evidence it is apparent 

tha t golf is being continued in Germany. 

The German Golf Assn. has advertised an 

appeal for development of an ersatz ball. 

I n Austral ia, New Zealand and India 

golf keeps on actively, with accent on the 

defense fund and war organization fund 

drives in the clubs' schedules of events. 

The Dutch golf magazine, publication of 

which was suspended for two or three 

months after the Nazi invasion, resumed 

publication. As late as October, 1941, the 

issue showed editorial life and a substan-

tial volume of advertising. 

Nippon Golfdom, the Japanese golf mag-

azine first published sometime after this 

G O L F D O M in your hands was begun, was 

going strong as late as the issue of Sep-

tember, 1941. The copy, the latest to be 

received in the USA , had 12 pages of ad-

vertising in a 44 page book, atid there's 

no surer indication of the game being 

kept up. By then the Japs had been con-

cerned with the Chinese " incident" more 

than 4 years. 

Plainly from evidence in lands that have 

been at war for some time, golf fills a 

definite and highly important place in 

that part of war activity behind the line. 

The evidence indicates that it would be 

as unwise to let up on golf as to abandon 

the movies, which although they may not 

contribute directly to physical develop-

ment, serve a vital function in keeping 

temperament in proper balance. 

A t this wri t ing the fate of much of the 

major tournament program is uncertain. 

The major Canadian championships have 

been maintained thus fa r through this war 

in departing from the precedent of can-

celling these events in 1915-11)18 inclusive. 

The USGA, the Western GA and the PGA 

cancelled their tournaments in 1917 and 

1918. The Brit ish Open, the British Ama-

teur and the British Women's Open were 

not played in 1915-1919, inclusive. No 

British Open, Amateur or Women's Open 

was played in 1940 or 1941. 

A t the Western GA annual meeting, 

Dec. 13, official sentiment favored follow-

ing the lead of the USGA in action on 

championships. No mention was made of 

how W G A action would be subject to the 

Phoenix (Ariz . ) Thunderbirds' decision, 

the Thunderbirds being promoters and un-

derwriters of the Western Open's $5,000 

prize money. 

War relief organization matches are 

sure to have top bil l ing so far as tourna-

ment pros are concerned. Their record to 

date shows more than $50,000 raised for 

war relief organizations; by far the great-

est amount any sport has contributed. 

During the First World Wa r exhibition 

golf of American pros was first placed on 

Thr Army men jn the above photo Oaken Nov. IX. J 941), from the 74th Cnant Artillery. Camp Pendleton. 
Nnrfolk. Va, , are ehown Ju»t hefore the w'art of e f r* , I i w ' n f coif en the Orenn View rnqrne in Norfolk, 
Karb WedneNday. through USO aponaorahip, eoldlrra from either Camp Pendleton or Camp Story r 11 joy 
the privilege, of the Oreen View roune without rhar ie . Ban*. r lotn and pl-yinx prlvllreea are all free, 
nnd ball , are (urttialied bj- the USO. Thrne bora are aent dlreet to thr eoiirne hy army trurk. In addition. 
Tree paaar* are ignited nailer* and aolriiera for week day play whenevrr they may net time off. F. t>-

[tingham La an per In ten dent of Crran V i r * layout. 
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John B. Kelly Emphasizes Golf 's Importance In W a r 

w^W 

OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE 

w nwu> or touuTiari suiUMtc 

f UUGIMRDU 

l> tELi.Y 
t m n u r 24, m l 

Ur. Serb Onttl•, Editor 
^LFDOS 

b u t Ja.'fcton 
Chioego, XllioOia 

Dear Mr. ttr.ffi.i 

This i t the t ine when (e l f really i m t acoro for the physical 
end u n t i l conditioning of Aiaarloaa cltiiena under wartina 
p r t i aun . 

The wealth of e nation i» in tbe atren£th of I t t people, High 
preaaure of energancy effort dwaanda planned balance of recre-
ation for top efficiency. Hithout good food, plenty cf recre-
ation and sufficient alaap. the workari of Avarice a t l l Bet 
have the atrength tb carry on their greet defence progru. 

Co i fa atrang attraction ae a apart Id vhich bore than mil-
lion of our oit l iana oaerclee regularly la the open air quell* 
flee the cane for national aervlce of a vi ta l character. 

Therefore we are urging tho golf clubs and organliatlona of 
iatarVce to oxart thosieelvaa to the l l n i t In eipaoditft and 
larging their prament program* to the point where thrra feci li-
t i s , for raoraatlon oan be u t l l l t t d on a 100JC efficiency bails 
to moot tho requirements of individual and collective physical 
fitness, 

Ko work can operate eff iciently arithout regular periods of re-
creation. And Jtaerlea, now aora than aver, cannot risk Inef-
ficiency whan warttaa production roqulras peak performances. 

Vary truly yours. 

JBSy'. 
A*•latent U.S. Director of Civilian 
Defense In charge of Physical Fitness 

a p o p u l a r b a s i s a n d r a i s ed a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

$250,000 f o r t h e R e d C ro s s . C h i c k E v a n s , 

t h e n h o l d e r o f t h e U S O p e n a n d A m a t e u r 

t i t l e s , w a s i n g r e a t d e m a n d f o r t h e R e d 

C r o s s m a t c h e s a n d e n l i s t e d p r o s a s r un-

n i n g m a t e s . 

R e d C r o s s m a t c h e s i n B r i t a i n , present-

i n g l e a d i n g p ro , a m a t e u r a n d w o m e n p l ay-

ers , h a v e ra ised a p p r o x i m a t e l y $300,000 

s i nce t h i s w a r s t a r t e d a l t h o u g h m a n y o f 

t h e c o m p e t i t o r s a re i n w a r se rv i ce a n d 

m a t c h e s a r e d e p e n d e n t o n t h e f e a t u r e 

p l a y e r s g e t t i n g leaves . 

C h i e f c h a n g e in U S g o l f s i t u a t i o n s i nce 

t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r h a s b e e n t h e g a m e ' s 

ex t en s i v e e n l i s t m e n t o f t h o s e w h o s e n a m e s 

neve r a p p e a r in t h e soc i e ty c o l u m n s . M o r e 

t h a n 500 pub l i c c ou r ses h a ve been b u i l t o r 

r ebu i l t by t h e W P A i n i ts 6 yea r s . T h i s ex-

ce l l en t low-pr ice g o l f a n d t h a t s u p p l i e d b y 

p r i v a t e l y-owned f e e courses a c c o u n t s f o r 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 0 % o f t h e n a t i o n ' s 2,300,-

000 g o l f e r s p l a y i n g o n p ay-p l ay cou r ses . 

D e c l a r a t i o n s o f w a r h a v e , s t r a n g e l y 

e n o u g h , p u t n e w h e a r t a n d v i g o r i n t o 

m a n y p r i v a t e c l u b s i t u a t i o n s . 

H e a v y t axes , p r i o r i t y d i f f i cu l t ies , a n d 

p ressu re o f d e f e n s e m a t e r i a l p r o d u c t i o n 

t a sk s "were p r e s e n t i n g a g l o o m y p i c t u r e to 

d u b off ic ials w h o s e o p t i m i s m h a d been 

d i m m e d by s ad expe r i ence i n e n d e a v o r i n g 

to p i l o t c o u n t r y c l ubs . 

Howeve r , t h e m i r a c l e o f u n i t y s w i f t l y 

b r o u g h t b y t h e J a p s neak s t a b h a s s p a r k e d 
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Pros are raquei ted to !<*•« tile shipping 

certont of golf dubt, and "ban they have dis-

play panel, Intact end clean, to me them 

again. All tha boyi being careful about thii 

will eoniarva material in which the tbortage 

it acute. 

• 
a n e w s p i r i t a n d n e w po l i c ies in p r i v a t e 

c l ubs t h a t w e r e n o t c on f i d en t l y f a c i n g t h e 

f u t u r e . 

T h e n e w s p i r i t t h a t p e r v a d e s U . S . g o l f 

c l uhs is based on t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e na-

t ion b e i n g t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l . 

The r e f o r e , t h e w a r - t i m e o p e r a t i n g po l i cy 

o f t h e c l u b s a l r e a d y h a s b e g u n t o be clear-

l y de f i ned on a p h y s i c a l f i t ness bas i s . 

T h e soc ia l s i de o f c l u b a c t i v i t i e s w i l l no t 

be r u l e d o u t o f b o u n d s h u t i t c e r t a i n l y w i l l 

be a d i s t a n t second t o t h e e m p h a s i s o n 

p hy s i c a l c o n d i t i o n i n g . 

A l t h o u g h t h e a v e r a g e p r i v a t e c l u b m e m -

b e r g e n e r a l l y n eeds g o l f m o r e a n d p l a y s 

i t less t h a n t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e y o u n g e r 

p a t r o n o f t h e p ay-p l ay cou r ses , t h e prob-

l em o f g e t t i n g t h e o l d e r p r i v a t e c l u b m e m -

ber t o cons i de r g o l f as a p hy s i c a l a n d 

n e u r o-p sych i a t r i c benef i t h a s been h a r d to 

so lve. 

M a r k e d success a t t e n d e d t h e F o r t 

W a y n e ( I n d . ) C C c a m p a i g n t o sel l m o r e 

g o l f p l a y to t h e b u s i n e s s m a n m e m b e r s a s 

a p hy s i c a l benef i t a n d eff ic iency p r o m o t i n g 

f a c t o r . T h i s u n i q u e c a m p a i g n o f c a rds 

enc losed w i t h a l l c l u b m a i l i n g s a n d s o m e 

ca rds sen t s e p a r a t e l y , w a s desc r i bed in a 

G O L F D O M ar t i c l e . 

Promotion Work Vital 

T h i s need o f p r o m o t i o n w o r k w i l l de-

m a n d f r o m m a n a g e r s a n d p r o s e n e r g e t i c 

a n d pe r s i s t en t w o r k o f a s o r t n o t o f t e n 

done i n t h e pas t . A c c o r d i n g t o c l u b offi-

c i a l s w h o see a necess i ty o f o p e r a t i n g t h e 

c l u b a s a t r a i n i n g c a m p a n d r e c r e a t i o n 

c en t e r f o r t h e c i v i l i a n m e m b e r , t h e m a n -

a g e r a n d p r o w i l l h a v e t o r ise t o t h i s 

w a r - t i m e j o b o r lose o u t 

I t ' l l be a n a d d i t i o n a l l a b o r a n d respons i-

b i l i t y f o r t h e d e p a r t m e n t h eads , b u t a l so 

a n i n c reased o p p o r t u n i t y . W i t h s h o r t a g e s 

o f h e l p , rising p r i ces a n d c u r t a i l e d i n c o m e 

o f m e m b e r s a l r e a d y p r o v i d i n g m a n a g e r s 

w i t h s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s t h e w a r - t i m e j o h o f 

p r o m o t i o n is g o i n g t o be a t e l l i n g t e s t o f 

m a n a g e r i a l a b i l i t y . 

T h e p ros , t oo , i n v i e w o f p r o b a b l e cur-

t a i l m e n t o f m e r c h a n d i s e a v a i l a b l e f o r re-

t a i l i n g p r o f i t w i l l h a ve t o see t o i t t h a t 

m o r e c u s t o m e r s c o m e o u t f o r lessons a n d 

t o be o t h e r w i s e exposed t o t h e v a l u e o f a 

c o m p e t e n t a n d d i l i g e n t p r o ' s p e r sona l in-

te res t i n t h e m e m b e r ' s g o l f i n g w e l f a r e . 

O n the g r e e n k e e p e r s wi l l f a l l t h e des-

p e r a t e j o h o f a t t e m p t i n g t o m a i n t a i n sat is-

f a c t o r y p l a y i n g cond i t i o n s desp i t e l a b o r 

s ho r t a ge s a n d i n a b i l i t y to g e t m a i n t e n -

ance e q u i p m e n t t o t h e ex ten t needed , a n d 

w i t h t h e s h i p p i n g speed needed . T h e 

f e r t i l i z e r a n d seed s i t u a t i o n n o w is a b o u t 

t h e one p l a ce w h e r e course s upe r i n-

t enden t s see n o se r i ous t r o ub l e o f s u p p l y 

o r cos t in i m m e d i a t e p rospec t . 

I t is expec ted t h a t c l u b s w h e r e v e r pos-

s i b l e w i l l e x p a n d t h e i r p r a c t i c e r a n g e fac i l-

i t ies fo r u s e o f m e m b e r s w h o s e t i m e f o r 

r ec rea t i on m a y be s h a r p l y l i m i t e d b u t w h o 

recogn i ze t h e i r need o f exerc ise . 

G a s o l i n e R a t i o n i n g M a y C o m e 

O n e f a c t o r t h a t ca l l s f o r g o l f c l u b p l an-

n i n g . — j u s t in c a s e — i s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

g a s o l i n e r a t i o n i n g . G o l f h a s been a m a j o r 

f o r c e i n s u b u r b a n c o m m u n i t y d e v e l o p m e n t . 

D u e to g o l f ' s s p ace r e q u i r e m e n t s a t r ans-

p o r t a t i o n i t em is i m p o r t a n t i n t h e g a m e . 

I f t h e g o v e r n m e n t r a t i o n s g a s o l i n e 

m a n y g o l f e r s w i l l h a v e t o a v a i l t h em-

selves o f r a i l a n d b u s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o r 

a r r a n g e t o s h a r e a u t o m o b i l e t r a n s po r t a-

t i o n to reduce p e r c a p i t a use o f g a so l i n e , 

o i l a n d r u b b e r i n g e t t i n g t h e m s e l v e s con-

d i t i o n ed i n t h e o p e n a i r f o r w i t h s t a n d i n g 

t h e i m p a c t o f t h e w a r o f ne rves a n d t h e 

l o ng-hou r p hy s i c a l d r a i n o f w a r - t i m e em-

p l o y m e n t . 

S o m e c l ubs in 1941 h a d de f ense b o n d s a s 

p r i zes f o r c l u b events . Th i s cho i ce o f 

s m a l l e r d e n o m i n a t i o n de f ense secu r i t i e s 

u n q u e s t i o n a b l y w i l l be p o p u l a r a m o n g g o l f 

c l u b s t h i s y e a r . 

D e f e n s e s t a m p s a r e b e i n g u r g e d a s a 

m e d i u m o f e x c h a n g e in g o l f w a g e r i n g . 

G l e n n M o r r i s , d i r e c t o r o f t h e N a t i o n a l G o l f 

F o u n d a t i o n , e s t i m a t e s t h a t i f t h e de f ense 

s t a m p p r opos i t i o n is p o p u l a r i z e d in g o l f , 

PGA committee In charge bet announced 

that all priiet at Ike annual PGA teniori 

champiorwhip. to b« held January 15-17-18 

at Fort Myeri, Fla., wilt be given in Detente 

Bo ad i . 

s t a m p s t o t h e e x t e n t o f $5,000,000 m a y be 

b o u g h t f o r f r i e n d l y b e t t i n g use a t g o l f 

c l u b s t h i s y e a r , M o r r i s r eckons t h a t a 

m i n i m u m o f $ DO ,000,000 in g o v e r n m e n t 

t axes w i l l be pa i d b y g o l f e r s because o f 

t h e i r g o l f , in 1942. T h i s s u b s t a n t i a l pay-

m e n t t o f i n a n c i n g o f F r e e d o m ' s W a r , to-

g e t h e r w i t h t h e g a m e ' s i m p r o v e m e n t o f 

i n d i v i d u a l h e a l t h , m o r a l e a n d eff ic iency 

g i v e s g o l f v a l i d r eason f o r con f i dence i n 

i t s s t a t u s in w a r - t i m e . 
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