
GOLF S WAR-TIME VALUES AS SEEN BY 
MANUFACTURERS 

"Whut do tlir niuntt facturer* think of fcolffl war-time 

prospects?" ask club olliciala nnd others looking for guidance in 

determining their 1942 policies and operations in the game. 

Here are opinion* from a number of representative factor* in 

the industry. 

p R O B A B L T the most concise s u m m a r y 

of manu fac tu re rs ' j u dgmen t was tha t 

headl ined in a Toro M f g . Corp . a d in Oct. , 

1941 G O L F D O M , "There ' l l a lways be go l f . " 

Ken Goit . Toro executive, says there is no 

reason to revise the headl ine despi te the 

nat ion 's entry i n to war since that declara-

t ion o f g o l f s permanance was made . 

I n the broad view* o f the founda t i on o f 

the i r business the manu f a c t u r e r s see go l f 

sol idly justif ied as a ba l ance fo r the h i gh 

pressure unna t u r a l ness o f modern l i fe , 

and see th is f u n d a m e n t a l va lue empha-

sised by war-t ime produc t ion , hea l t h and 

mora le needs. 

Conf i rmat ion is g iven t he i r op in ion by 

s ta tements o f medical au thor i t i es w a r n i n g 

tha t the neuro-psychiatr ic t roub les o f th is 

w a r mus t be gua rded aga i n s t f a r better 

than were the v i r t u a l l y unconsidered civil-

i an "shel l shock" cases o f the unf in ished 

W o r l d W a r , 

Se l l i ng o f gol f as a promoter o f muscle 

and nerve hea l th ins tead o f re ly ing on the 

social aspect o f the g a m e to preserve 

i t , is the general pol icy t h a t g o l f goods 

manu f ac t u re r s deem most app l icab le to 

the war-t ime s i tua t ion . 

Ads Tell Spor ts ' Essent ia l i ty 

F o r some mon ths p r i o r to dec lara t ions 

of w a r Uie Wi lson S p o r t i n g Goods Co, has 

been present ing in genera l magaz ines a 

series of advert isements over the signa-

ture o f i ts president , L . B. Icely, po i n t i ng 

out the essential p lace o f sports in a na-

t iona l physical fitness and mora le p lan . 

I n these advert ise me nte h a s been point-

ed ou t the f a i l u r e o f spor ts to be employed 

more extensively in compensa t i ng you th 

fo r social and economic ma l a d j u s tmen t s 

has been responsible f o r the h i gh percent 

o f selectee reject ions on physical counts. 

I t has been urged in these advertise-

ments t h a t sports be fitted into an ener-

getic nat iona l fitness c ampa i g n . Such a 

campa ign is under way in the C iv i l i an De-
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fense Phys ica l T r a i n i n g organ isa t ion 

headed by J o h n B. Ke l ly and E l eano r 

Roosevelt. A t t h i s w r i t i n g the go l f phase 

o f the p lan is not yet comple te , except 

tha t the t o u r n a m e n t pros, w i th F red Cor-

coran d i rect ing , have been more active 

than any other sports g roup in f u n d rais-

ing fo r w a r rel ief organ iza t ions . 

There is no Ind icat ion n ow t h a t the C D 

Physica l T r a i n i n g outf i t is regarded by 

prior i t ies au thor i t ies in an adv isory capa-

city on the a l l o tment of r a w mater ia ls . 

However, as o rgan i za t i on of the nat ion 's 

w a r effort proceeds, i t is logical to assume 

tha t there wil l be some coord inat ion to as-

sure cont inuance o f m a n u f a c t u r e o f go l f 

goods and other sports goods t h a t have 

demonstrated the i r va lue in a physical 

fitness p lan . 

Ral ls on Rat ioned Basis 

Go l f ba l ls a l ready have gone on a ra-

tioned basis to the customers, pros and 

others, o f p r inc ipa l suppl iers . C lubs un-

quest ionably wi l l fol low, possibly before 

this issue o f G O L F D O M gets to i ts read-

ers. Purpose of the manu f a c t u r e r s ' self-

started r a t i o n i ng p l a n is to prevent hoard-

ing a nd undue reta i l price increases a nd to 

spread the ava i l ab le supp ly o f equ i pmen t 

as widely as possible. 

Clubs t h a t haven ' t ordered needed 

course ma in tenance mach ine ry , unless 

they're lucky to pick u p i tems r ema i n i ng 

in stock, m a y expect considerable wa i t s 

before del ivery is made on such equip-

ment as they m a y order. Ma i n t enance 

equ ipment p l an ts general ly have h a d m a n y 

o f the usua l difficulties o f sma l le r manu-

facturers i n ge t t i n g fitted i n to war-t ime 

product ion effort . Ma ter i a l shor tages han-

dicapped t hem i n the i r no rma l product ion 

effort. N o w they 're fitted i n to government 

work and exercis ing the i r gen ius i n get-

t i ng out t he i r no rma l l ine and repa i r p a r t s 

as a sidel ine when possible. 

However , the ma j o r i t y o f t hem a re 
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m a i n t a i n i n g con t ac t w i t h t h e i r c u s t o m e r s 

w i t h a d v i s o r y serv ices t h a t a r e espec ia l l y 

v a l u a b l e i n v i ew o f w h a t g r e enkeepe r s w i l l 

be u p a g a i n s t t h i s y e a r . 

C o m p a r i s o n o f th i s w a r w i t h t h e 1917-

18 con f l i c t is r a r e l y poss ib le so f a r a s the 

g o l f b u s i nes s ia concerned . I n 1916 t he re 

were o n l y 742 g o l f c lubs I n t h e U . S . a n d 

b y c on s i d e r ab l e s t r e t ch of e s t i m a t e on l y 

c ou l d one figure a s m a n y a s 2011,000 golf-

ers. T h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e m w e r e o f t h e 

well-to-do o r w e a l t h y c lass. 

M o w t h e r e a r e 5,209 courses i n t h e U . S, , 

o f w h i c h 1,873 a r e 18-hole, 134 l a r g e r t h a n 

18-hole a n d 3,202 a r e 9-hole es tab l i sh-

m e n t s . 

T h e r e a r e 2,351,000 go l f e r s i n t h e U . S . 

w h o p l a yed in 1941 a t o t a l o f 63,40fi,000 

r o u n d s . O n l y a b o u t (550,000 o f these go l f-

e r s a r e p r i v a t e c l u h m e m b e r s . 

T h e bas i s o f g o l f n o w is m u c h b r o a d e r 

t h a n i t w a s d u r i n g t h e first W o r l d W a r , 

hence t h e g a m e fits m o r e ex tens i ve l y i n t o 

t h e n a t i o n a l phys i c a l fitness p l a n . 

A p r o m i n e n t execu t i ve i n t h e g o l f busi-

ness w h o p r e f e r s to be u n i d en t i f i e d , re-

ca l l s t h a t d u r i n g t h e first W o r l d W a r 

m a n y o f t h e g o l f e r s w e r e p r o m i n e n t y o u n g 

m e n w h o w e n t i n t o t h e A r m y a n d N a v y 

p r o m p t l y . T h a t a f fec ted c l u b s a dve r se l y , 

b u t t h e r e m a i n i n g m e m b e r s were w o r k i n g 

h a r d i n c i v i l i a n w a r w o r k a n d soon f o u n d 

t h a t i t r e q u i r e d go l f ' s exerc ise a n d re-

c r e a t i o n t o keep t h e m h a n d l i n g t h e i r j o b s 

e f f ic ient ly . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e n u m b e r o f 

r o u n d s p l a y e d w a s no t reduced by t h e w a r . 

W o r k e r s Fee l Need o f F i t n e s s 

T h i s execu t i v e be l ieves t h a t i t ' s f a r too 

e a r l y t o a t t e m p t t o f o r e ca s t t h e ef fect w a r 

w i l l h a ve in d r a w i n g o f f y o u n g e r go l f e r s . 

H o w e v e r , he does be l ieve t h a t w h e n t h e 

n a t i o n h i t s i t s s t r i de , m e n w h o a r e engag-

ed i n w a r w o r k in i n d u s t r y a s we l l a s t hose 

i n c i v i l i a n o c c u p a t i o n s , w i l l lie w o r k i n g on 

i n t e n s e schedu les a n d a r e b o u n d t o fee l , 

i n c r e a s i n g l y , t h e need o f k e e p i n g them-

selves i n ef f ic ient c ond i t i o n . 

T h e ctosest p a r a l l e l we h a v e t o d a y is 

C a n a d a , t h i s execu t i ve p o i n t s ou t , C a n a d a 

h a s been a c t i v e l y e n g a g e d in w a r s ince 

S e p t e m b e r , 1939, Sa les o f g o l f m e r c h a n -

d i s e i n C a n a d a i n c reased l a s t y e a r , con-

t r a r y t o m a n u f a c t u r e r s ' expec t a t i o n s . 

N o first c l a ss c l u b in C a n a d a h a s g o n e 

o u t o f bus iness , a l t h o u g h a l l o f t h e m h a v e 

t a k e n s teps to keep t h e i r b u d g e t s i n rea-

s o n a b l e b a l a n c e . 

T h i s f o r e s i g h t e d financial p l a n n i n g to-

g e t h e r w i t h accen t b y t h e c l u b s o n s e l l i n g 

t h emse l ve s a s wa r- t ime eff ic iency p r omo t-
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ers , w i l l p u l l t h e w i se ly conduc t ed c l u b s 

t h r o u g h i n good s h a p e , op i nes t h i s qua l i-

fied observer . T h o s e p r i v a t e c l ubs t h a t 

c a n ' t m a k e t h e g r a d e , a n d t u r n da i l y- fee , 

s hou l d h a v e a b i g m a r k e t in w h i c h t o sell 

t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s , t h i s m a n bel ieves. 

H e fee ls t h a t m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f g o l f 

e q u i p m e n t w i l l find a m a r k e t t h a t w i l l 

t a k e a l l goods t h e y a r e c a p ab l e o f pro-

d u c i n g , F r o n t the s t a n d p o i n t o f t h e p r o 

a n d o t h e r m e r c h a n t s , i t i s obv i ous t h a t t h e 

w i s e course is to ge t possess ion o f a l i 

goods j u s t i f i e d b y h i s m a r k e t , as soon a s 

de l i ve ry c an be secure*J. 

G o l f p l a y i n g e q u i p m e n t m a k e r s a r e tak-

i n g on w a r w o r k , in s ome cases, o u t s i d e 

t h e u s u a l l i n e o f t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n . C l a r-

ence R i c key , M a c G r e g o r execu t i ve , r e m i n d s 

t h a t th i s o p p o r t u n i t y o f d i r ec t l y h e l p i n g 

w a r ef fort a n d k e e p i n g j o b s f o r t h e fac-

to r i es ' m e n , is v e r y m u c h a f a c t o r t o he 

cons idered b y p ros w h o m a y be i n c l i n ed to 

pos t pone o r d e r i n g t h e i r s h o p s tocks . 

i ^ 
.cifr J 

President Ca macho of Mexico nnd I-. ft. Irr l f , prei*. 
Wilson Sporting Goodn To. watch mi exhibition 
mutch at the Mexico City CC, Al K*pino*a, Bud 
Ward. Wilford Wehrle, Mnmwl Baroso (renident 
pro and asst. to ttftpinosa nt Mexico City C O . 
Johnny Dawson and Ed White were the players in 
a niHtrh which followed a lunch for President 

• rtinnrho, his cabinet and the U. S, visitors 

P R E S I D E N T M a n u e l A v i l a C a m a c h o o f 
A Mex i c o h a s n 6-hole course a t b i s h o m e 

a l C u e r n a v a c o , wh i c h is b e i n g e n l a r g e d to 

18 holes h y A l E s p i n o s a , p r o at M e x i c o 

C i t y C C , A l is t u t o r i n g t h e M e x i c a n pres-

ident w h o a l r e a d y p l a y s a p r e t t y f a i r 

g a m e for a b u s i n e s s m a n n e w c o m e r t o g o l f . 

S eve r a l o f h is cab i ne t a re o u i t e good 

go l f e r s . 

A m u n i c i p a l c ou r se is b e i n g p l a n n e d f o r 

Mex i c o C i t y . 

I c e l y obse rved a r a p i d l y e x t e n d i n g in-

te res t in g o l f in M e x i c o a n d f o r e ca s t t h a t 

g r o w t h o f t h e g a m e i n t h e s i s te r r e pub l i c 

w o u l d be a f a c t o r i n p r o m o t i n g co r d i a l 

pe r sona l a n d b u s i n e s s r e l a t i ons b e t w e e n 

c i t i z e n s o f t h e U , S . a n d Mex i co , 

Golfdom. 


