
HOW MUCH NEW EQUIPMENT? 
By CLINTON K. BRADLEY 

n ^ t ' R F upkeepmen are wondering what 

' effect war material production will 

have on future design and availability of 

course mechanical equipment? 

Some months ago President Roosevelt 

mentioned lawnmowers as an item on 

which production would be cut. Not only 

the material that goes inlo them, but also 

the high speed precision machines that 

produce them are needed in armament 

work. 

There are other firms producing certain 

chemicals which are diverted into defense 

use by priority order, who can allocate 

barely enough to make deliveries that are 

used up nearly as fast as shipments can 

be made. 

Manufacturers say: " W e are doing the 

best we can to meet market demands, and 

appreciate the tolerance of our customers 

in this emergency. When present stocks 

are exhausted and production limited or 

even stopped, the consumer more than the 

supplier wil l be forced to do the best he 

can with what he has or can get, or apply 

the old New England saying, "Use it up. 

Wear it out. Make i t do—or do without ." 

In the terrible '30's, the manufacturers' 

problem was to get buyers for an over-

supply of goods. Now in the frantic '40's 

the situation is reversed—in trying to 

serve buyers with an under-suppty. To get 

the consumer reaction various superinten-

dents were contacted, most of these being 

men in charge of small 9-hole or modest 

18-hole clubs where golf is the main fea-

ture. These men whose club finances per-

mi t equipment replacement only when the 

old machines have run beyond repair, will 

feel the shortage pinch greater when they 

cannot get what they want when it's 

wanted. 

Their viewpoint goes like this: "When 

this war is over I would rather patronize 

a firm that knew the golf machine busi-

ness before the emergency, than one that 

got its start making tin hats or mess kits, 

and then turns to making stamped steel 

mowers to keep in business." 

The old established manufacturers aware 

of this agree with, "we are underwrit ing 

the future needs of our old customers and 

new ones that develop. W e desire to retain 

confidence and good will by showing our 

fa i th in your business. Our business has 

and will depend on it. We are doing this 

regardless o f defense restrictions, prior-

ities and present shortages that delay ship-

ments. We are retaining our designers 

and laboratory workers who, by creative 

engineering and experiments will continue 

to improve present products to meet 

future needs." 

R ight now commercial researchers are 

hard at work to make tomorrow's turf up-

keep easier and less costly. Course re-

search work is developing new grass 

strains and care methods continue toward 

the much-desired objective of scientific 

grass growing and mechanical mainten-

ance of courses. 

Maintenance superintendents must pro-

tect their employers' and their own inter-

ests by keeping posted and apace with 

what is going on. Reading advertising 

matter, greenkeeping articles, and attend-
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i ng greenkeeping meet ings is more im-

por tan t now than in peace-time. I t is im-

perat ive to t h i nk ahead , to t h i nk , s tudy , 

observe and learn to be t ter cope w i th 

changes to come. 

The first change wi l l be financial. This 

factor mus t be met in go l f b y sti l l keener, 

know ing minds , more produc t ive and ef-

ficient ab i l i ty in ma i n t enance business 

managemen t . Changes i n equ i pmen t de-

s ign wi l l be governed b y lessons o f w a r 

mater ia l product ion. " L i q u i d f o r g i n g " , 

electric we ld ing , me ta l s t a m p i n g , mould-

ing , die cas t ing a nd assemb ly o f new or 

more ava i l ab le mater ia ls , a re some i tems 

t h a t enter the next p icture. 

Amer i c an t u r f mach ine ry leads the 

wor ld marke t , and is used i n a l l countr ies 

tha t ma i n t a i n sports fields. Th is indust ry 

is bound to grow when m e n lay down 

the i r guna and take up go l f . The after-

ma t h o f Wor l d W a r I was a n exampte. 

A r m a m e n t s used then were based on 

peace-time mach ines of those days. A r m y 

tanks grew f rom the cont inuous tread 

tractors. Explos ives conta ined basic ma-

terials used in n i t rogenous fert i l izers. 

These led to improved peace-time tractors 

and fert i l izers. 

Compares 'Jeeps' to Trac tors 

The present U, S. A r m y " q u a d c a r " o r 

" j e e p " is more l ike our s tu rdy , fast-step-

p i ng mower tractors than a passenger car. 

The " j eeps " even have a p in te l hook a t the 

rear end fo r ant i-tank g u n t ow ing , n o t f a r 

removed f rom t u r f t rac tor mowe r draw-

bars as we know them . W h e n the ba t t le 

smoke clears, we m a y expect to see go l f 

course tractors o f the jeep t y pe d r a w i n g 

g a n g mowers and in o ther course main-

tenance work. 

O u r power dr iven or t r ac to r d rawn 

mowers n ow in use di f fer l i t t le f rom the 

hand l awnmower , and sickle bar rough 

mowers are l ike the g r a i n field cutter. The 

ear ly au tomob i les were r i gh t l y named 

horseless carr iages. They resembled the i r 

b uggy ancestors. W h o knows bu t t h a t we 

may see the bed kn i f e e l im ina ted f r o m 

f u t u re power mowers , and h i g h speed, 

electric motor-driven knives-—like electric 

razors, s i lent ly scy th ing the grass behind 

a f o u r wheel drive t rac tor , power gener-

ator equ ipped ? O r c u t t i n g the h i ghe r 

g r a s s — a chain-l inked hor i zon ta l kn ived 

mower as now used by a r m y engineers in 

power cross-cut s aws ? 

Cur ren t ly , one m a k e r of brass hose 

coup l ings and nozzles has resorted t o 

moulded plast ics c l a im i ng these are thor-
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oughly adequate for the purpose intended, 

and release many thousands of pounds of 

brass needed for defense use. The syn-

thetic "rubber" now being used for gaso-

line pump, and mi l i tary fuel pipe lines, re-

inforced with rayon, may in later days go 

into lighter, tougher, weather and rot-

proof irrigation hose. Jus t now, no red or 

green hose is allowed to be made, only 

black and brown. 

CHICAGO, DETROIT DISTRICTS TELL '41 
HIGHLIGHTS; '42 RECOMMENDATIONS 
H P W E N T Y - E I G H T H annual meeting of 

the Chicago District Golf Assn. on 

Dec. Ifi played to a full house of over 4"i0 

golf officials and committeemen, The turn-

out included presidents from 42 member 

clubs of the 65 in the association. 

The new president o f the CDGA is 

Thomas G. McMahon (Skokie CO), suc-

ceeding Maynard G. Fessenden (Hob O r 

[.ink GC) . 

Highl ights of the annual report: 

Caddie Committee: Organization of club 

caddies throughout the district was most 

satisfactory during '41 and an adequate 

supply o f boys are available for next sea-

son. But the war effort will bring smaller 

boys into the picture and it is up to clubs 

to recommend and golfers to use lighter 

bags and fewer clubs. 

Green Section Committee: Urged a bud-

get of $250 in place of the $2J> budget 

heretofore available, in order that the 

chairman might have the funds to organize 

and hold several meetings each season 

with interested officials and greensmen. 

Handicap Com mil tee: Found that the 

C D G A handicapping system is sound and 

practicable. Rat ings of course difficulty are 

equitable and district handicaps of indivi-

dual players are working out well for all 

classes of golfers. 

Open Tournament Committee: Chicago 

Open, held at E lmhurst CC on Ju ly 18-20, 

brought a profit to the association of 

$4,741.09. 
* » * 

Highl ights from Ihe 1941 annual re-

port of fhe Detroit District Golf Assn.: 

Empire Day tournament $2,000 

British W a r Relief .. no record of amount 

USO Ryder Cup-Jones team event ...18,000 

United China Relief 2,500 

Publicity committee put In scrap book 

about 8,500 column inches, representing a t 

display advertising rates about $70,000. 

Income of $1,882 from sale of handicap 

cards. 

Caddie Welfare committee recommended 

that organizations playing a t DDGA clubs 

be required to give a written guarantee as 

to number of caddies required and to pay 

on that basis. Michigan Dept. of l a b o r en-

forcing caddie min imum age of 14 years 

and require working permits for boys be-

tween 14 and 18. Employment of caddies 

14 to 1G years old approved by Labor 

Dept. for twi l ight golf. Due to caddie 

shortage the D D G A is trying to get Lahor 

Dept. to lower caddie age l imit to 13 years. 

Lighter bags recommended. D D G A and 

Women's District Assn. to hold major 

events when caddies are not in school. 

Green Committee reported rainfall 4 

inches under normal for season; much 

brown-patch, dollar-spot and insect pest 

trouble. Hour rate paid workmen by re-

porting clubs varied from 60 to 75c. Ent i re 

maintenance cost (exclusive of clubhouse 

grounds, tennis courts, swimming pools, 

etc.) ranged from $12,812.59 to $19,887. 

Slight fa l l ing off in private and public 

course play reported. 

A N advertisement in the leading German 

gnlf publication, which has continued 

surprisingly strong through the war. offers 

lifetime playing privileges on all fJerman 

gnlf courses to the inventor of an ersatz 

golf ball. 

Chief specifications of the ball are: 

"Diameter of at least 41 mm., max imum 

weight 46 grms., h igh elasticity and resil-

ience, and an even, high resistance to 

hits." 

President of the German Golf Assn., 

who signed the advertisement, conceded 

that it was unlikely that any substitute 

material would possess all desired char-

acteristics but said "even a partial solu-

tion can be of decisive use and pave the 

way for later, surprising results," 
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