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Amateurs, Beware! 
Golf solons, at annual meeting, clarify amateur 
code and warn simon - pures to obey the 
spirit of amateurism, or take the consequences 

7 \T the 47th annual meeting of the 
USGA, held Jan. 11, the Executive 

Committee reported 1940 was a satisfac-
tory year both for golf and the affairs of 
the association, with few new trends of 
importance. 

Highlight of the meeting was the an-
nouncement tha t regulations pertaining to 
amateur eligibility have been extensively 
revised, a f t e r careful, long study by the 
USGA. The spirit of the old simon-pure 
code is retained, but there are added 
clarifications. 

Amateur standing has always been lost 
for accepting compensation for instruct-
ing the game. The USGA now outlines 
specific taboos, including ei ther oral or 
written instruction, demonstrations or 
pictures, whether to groups or individuals. 
Exempt are full-time facul ty members of 
recognized institutions of learning who 
devote only a minor par t of their duties 
to golf instruction, and limit their in-
struction to the institution's students. 

Okay Nominal Prizes Only 
Henceforth, amateur tourney prizes of 

unusual money value or capable of being 
readily turned into cash are to be frowned 
on, as are merchandise certificates which 
do not limit the purpose to which the 
orders may be put. Especially reprehen-

sible, in the eyes of the USGA, is the 
practice followed by some winners of col-
lecting certificates during a season and 
cashing them in a bunch for wearing ap-
parel, etc., instead of using them for golf 
equipment or other specified articles. 

The code was somewhat relaxed in one 
respect—hereafter players wishing to re-
gain their amateur standing will need to 
go through a probationary period of only 
two years instead of three, as heretofore, 
before making application to the USGA. 

Gain in Income 
The USGA's four championships had 

large entry lists and excellent galleries, 
with the result tha t net tournament in-
come for the year was $28,700 as agains t 
$22,400 in 1939, a gain of bet ter than 
$6,000. Income f rom broadcasting r ights 
a t the championships was $7,500 as 
against $5,000 the year before, thus add-
ing $2,500 more to the income side of 
the ledger. Dues ($24,000) and miscel-
laneous income ($1,100) were not great ly 
different in the two years, so tha t the 
total income of the USGA was $61,136.55 
in 1940 as against $52,479.96 in 1939. 

On the expense side, the association 
spent $26,000 for administrative and gen-
eral expenses ($2,700 more than in 1939), 
$27,000 for the Green Section ($2,500 up 



Minnesota Greenkeepers Assn. held a merry 
winter carnival at the Country Club, Minneap-
olis, Jan, 17. Joe Rush, pres. of the organiza-
tion, Art Jensen, v-p., Stan Graves, sec., and 
Victor Larson, treas., headed the gala assembly 
of greenkeepers and their wives, club officials 
and other friends who defied the wintry blasts 
of the north countree in holding the annual 
midwinter party. 

from 1939), and donated an ambulance to 
the Royal and Ancient GC of St. Andrews, 
Scotland, which cost $1,350. The golf ball 
testing machine, on which the USGA spent 
$5,000 in 1939, required an additional 
$1,800 for its completion this year. Re-
search work on golf balls and clubs 
amounted to $1,500, an item not included 
in the 1939 statement. Total expenses 
amounted to $58,879.91. 

Net result of the year 's operations was 
to add $2,256.64 to the USGA's surplus, 
to bring it to $84,500.80. 

Election of officers was a routine mat ter ; 
all 1940 incumbents were returned to 
office for another term, with Harold W. 
Pierce (The Country Club, Brookline, 
Mass.) retained as president. Personnel of 
the Executive Committee will be the same 
for 1941 as in 1940. 

Interes t ing excerpts f rom the various 
committee reports follow: 

Rules of G o l f — . . golfers generally 
have taken more interest in the Rules than 
hitherto . . . during year committee issued 
180 formal decisions and opinions and 
many informal ones . . . 32,000 copies of 
Rules booklet disposed of . . . committee 
has decided not to a t tempt any revision 
of the Rules until it is possible to consult 
with the R&A, in the interest of uniform-
ity of play here and abroad." 

C h a m p i o n s h i p — . . regret war condi-
tions which caused cancellation of Curtis 
and Walker Cup matches . . . 4,680 players 
(59 more than in 1939) entered USGA's 
four championships . . . Public Links had 
entry of 2,601, largest field in h i s t o r y . . . 
admission receipts for Open largest since 
1930 . . . limiting Amateur field to 150 
(instead of 170 as in 1939) permitted 
whole field to play both rounds of qualify-
ing competition, proved popular and will 
be continued . . . effective in 1941, all 
former Open champions will be exempt 
from qualifying rounds (as is true of 
Amateur and Public Links), and for 1942 
the exemptions for performance in the 
1941 event will be reduced to the low 25 

and ties (low 30 heretofore) . . . 1941 
championship dates: Open, June 5-7, 
Colonial Club, Ft . Worth, Tex.; Amateur, 
Aug. 25-30, Omaha (Nebr.) Field Club; 
Public Links, July 14-19, Indian Canyon 
GCse, Spokane, Wash.; Women's, Sept. 8-
13, The CC, Brookline, Mass.; Intercol-
legiate, June 23-28, Ohio State Univ. GC, 
Columbus, Ohio." 

Implements and Ball—•". . . manufactur-
ing specifications on scoring or ribbing of 
iron clubs evolved to become effective Jan. 
1, 1942 . . . ball test ing machine, built for 
USGA by Research Foundation of Armour 
Inst i tute of Technology, has been used 
to test performance of many dozens of 
golf balls; results are being carefully 
compiled and studied, but no report 
planned for a time . . . eighteen clubs of 
various types and design submitted to 
committee during year rejected for non-
conformity with traditional design." 

Amateur Status and C o n d u c t — . 
fifty-seven golfers applied for reinstate-
ment to amateur standing during year, of 
which 16 were denied and 41 accepted." 

Membership—". . . number of member 
clubs same in 1940 as a year ago, 816 . 
quality of membership has been improved 
by shortening period for which club may 
be in arrears for dues . . . in 1940, issued 
booklet describing USGA's functions and 
aims and distributed 9,000 copies to clubs 
(member and non-member), the press, 
PGA and GSA members, district golf 
bodies, etc. . . . sent questionnaire to 
3,250 non-member clubs asking why those 
clubs did not belong to USGA." 

Sectional A f f a i r s — . . increased com-
mittee to 51 members; no section of the 
U.S. is without representation . . . now 
cooperating with Amateur Status com-
mittee in investigating matters involving 
amateur standing . . . during year, each 
member sent questionnaire to various 
associations and member clubs in his 
district, asking opinions on a uniform sys-
tem of handicapping for entire country; 
f rom data collected, no definite recom-
mendations arrived at, but material col-
lected has been turned over to USGA 
committee on handicapping for at tent ion." 

International R e l a t i o n s — . . continu-
ance of war has suspended usual activities 
of this committee . . . fully equipped 
ambulance given R&A Golf Club of St. 

(Continued on page 57) 
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Andrews; in acknowledgment, sec'y of 
R&A announced he had a r r a n g e d fo r the 
ambulance to be assigned to the St. 
Andrews F i r s t Aid Zone." 

Museum—". . . th i r ty donors f u r t h e r im-
proved the Association's museum in 1940 
. . . now have interest ing exhibi t of clubs, 
balls, l i t e ra ture , medals, documents and 
other i tems of historical in teres t . . . 
would be glad to receive still f u r t h e r con-
tr ibutions . . . cordially invite visi tors to 
the museum, located in USGA's New York 
office, 73 E. 57th Street ." 

General Counsel—(See repor t printed in 
full, page 48, th is issue). 

Green S e c t i o n — . . many member clubs 
in 23 s ta tes visited by members of Green 
Section staff . . . usual extensive corres-
pondence conducted . . . staff members 
took p a r t in short course p rog rams at 

• s ta te colleges of Indiana, Iowa, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin, as 
well as the GSA convention and many 
local greenkeeping organizat ions and golf 
associations . . . third annual Arl ington 
Turf meet ing a t t rac ted 200 green-chairmen 
and superintendents . . . Ar l ington turf 
garden now has 736 plots of t u r f grasses 
under observation, represent ing 230 s t rains 
. . . exper iments being continued on fa i r -
way fer t i l izat ion, soil improvement , chemi-
cal control of weeds, control of ear th 
worms, sod webworms and o ther pests ." 

Explanation of Hartford's 
Unique Tourney Available 

T J A R T F O R D (Conn.) distr ict "progres-
sive" golf tournament which has been 

played fo r 7 consecutive years , changed 
its routine in its seventh presentat ion. 
Number of courses was reduced to 5, 
s ta r t ing with 4 holes at Goodwin Park and 
finishing the 18 with 4 holes at the Har t -
ford CC where the annual dinner was held. 

I t ' s an in teres t ing event fo r a n y district 
in which there are several clubs fa i r ly 
close together . Details of the Har t fo rd 
tournament m a y be secured f r o m Rupert 
Rothwell, Municipal Bldg., Ha r t fo rd , as 
long as additional mimeographed instruc-
tion sheets fo r the tournament las t . Better 
send along 6 cents in s tamps ; no use in 
put t ing a good guy to all the expense and 
trouble to give you the complete informa-
tion. 

H E N D E R S O N ' S 
SPORTS GRASSES 
from Tip to Toe 

Turf maintenance in Northern 

Canada or Southern Argentina 

may never be your problem, but 

if it should ever happen that it 

is, we trust you will not hesitate 

to draw on our vast store^of 

information . . . These many 

years we have been supplying 

grass seed to all parts of the 

American Continent. ^ 

Write for SPORTS TURF CATALOG 

Eastern Representatives 
STEVE G I L M A N 
WRIGHT McCALLIP 

PETER HENDERSON & CO. 
35 Cortlandt Street New York, N. Y. 

HOTEL 
B A R L U M 

O N E O F T H E 

A L B E R T P I C K 

H O T E L S 

21 FLOORS OF 
OUTSIDE 
ROOMS 

E A C H W I T H 
C O M B I N A T I O N 

TUB & S H O W E R 

From $2 Dally 
Single 

C A D I L L A C S Q U A R E 

A T B A T E S S T R E E T 

DETROIT 




