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GOLFDOM
Morrison Fights Rain as He
Preps Course for PGA
By Herb Graffis

F ever a greenkeeper had a tough break

on weather conditions prevailing at a
major tournament, that person is Jim
Morrison, superintendent of the Hershey
(Pa.) course. Jim has two 18-hole courses,
and two 9-hole courses, one of the nine's
a juvenile course, under his supervision.

The PGA championship, a critical test
of golf and course, came to Hershey with
the rains., Saturday before the Sunday
preliminary practice and exhibition
rounds the rain began and fell steadily
for almost a week, forcing a one-day post-
ponement of the competition,

Despite this heavy traffic over the
course, the pros who played at Hershey
commented that the greens were as good
—if not better—than any they've played.
Even the tracking and scuffing around the
cups failed to deflect putts to the extent
that there was wailing in the locker-
rooms,

Part of the answer, Morrison believes,
is in the use of a material that's not com-
mon, ground cocoanut shells, in the top-
dressing. Hershey's huge chocolate plant
makes an ample supply of the pulverized
cocoa shells available. The material
analyses 2% nitrogen, 1% % phosphorus,
and % % potash. The material doesn’t get
spongy when moist, and doesn’t get so
hard it sends approach shots bounding
high and wide.

Jim is strong for the use of hydrated
lime, He whips it in (along with sifted
compost) with a bamboo pole and has it
sprinkled about as much as one sprays in
a mercurial treatment. He limes his
greens the first of May, June, July and
August.

One place where Morrison still has a
tough problem is on the fairways. The
soil is clay, and not an especially heavy
layer of that, over the limestone. Last
vear the Hershey championship course got
its fairway watering system installed, and
as many greenkeepers know from experi-
ence, until watering schedule is worked
out by long and studious experience, the
clover crop is going to be abundant. Jim
has plenty of that, especially in view of
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the fact that grass has a tough job try-
ing to break through the clay.

He is contemplating the use of pulver-
ized steel mill slag to break up the fair-
way clay, after investigating the success-
ful employment of this material on the
Chartiers Heights course at Pittsburgh.
The fairway fertilizer campaign will be
continued with emphasis.

Morrison has one of the largest and
finest bént nurseries in the country. His
staff gives it the minimum of treatment
required for keeping it in condition, for
Morrison is a great believer in the idea
that the more work that can be left to
nature in turf development, the healthier
the turf will be. His maintenance plat-
form is founded on the principle of re-
stricting the staff treatments of turf to
such operations as are necessary to offset
the unnatural use and mowing conditions
to which greens are subject.

Many of the Hershey tees are of sea-
side bent. It is difficult to keep other
grass on these heavily used tees. Morri-
son says that he doesn't even worry un-
duly about mild attacks of brown-patch
on these tees because the seaside grows so
swiftly it requires thinning at times.

The compost situation finds Morrison
set for about the next 10 years. Recently
a new road was made near the champion-
ship course. The topsoil from this road
grading supplied him with the basis for
his compost pile.

Has Evening Sessions

One of the very interesting phases of
Morrison’s operations is his evening ses-
sions—two or three times a week—with
one of the Hershey plant chemists in soil
analysis work.

One of the analyses of compost, and of
green and tee soil, follow. The tee soil
analyzed was not that of a bent tee, The
preceding figures in the compost column
refers to dry compost. The accompanying
figure gives data on the compost as ap-
plied. Jim says that the green and tee
tested in this analysis were among his
best. Now he’s getting to the analysis of
his worst greens and tees.

The analysis:

Compost Green Tee
No. 3 No.5 No.12
D65.97
Si02 Silica..............56.87 76.48 71.88
D13.31

AL203 Aluminum..11.47 9.08
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CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF
REQUIRES
CHAMPIONSHIP TURF

Since the beginning of champion-
ship tournament golf, each year
our name is identified with the
supplying of Grass Seed, Fertilizer
and Supplies to Golf Courses stag-
ing these major tournaments. 1940
is no exception, and many courses
holding national major tourna-
ments have used our Grass Seeds
of Known Quality, as well as
other supplies offered by us.

Headquarters for Bents and Other
Turf Producing Grass Seeds
Of “Known Quality”

Tested for Purity and Germination
NEW FALL PRICES NOW READY

COMPLETE CATALOG
GOLF SUPPLIES ON REQUEST

Siimpp ke 6

132-138 CHURCH ST., NEW YORK, N.Y.

BEFORE YOU FERTILIZE
AND SEED THIS FALL

The knife-like bladea of
Spike Dises ot unnmotice-
-gle slots to the roof areas,
eliminate hard baked surfaces
and form the muich so noces
sary for the retention of
moisture, Spike Dise aoomn-
plishes both cultivation and
neration in one simple. easy,
low-cost operation. and Dby
Hght sprinkling after use the
fortilizer and seed ars setiled
into the perforstions and not

washed away by flooding
rains or high winds

Sales Apents

Enife-like blades
General cut nest slots to
JOHN H. GRARAM & CO,, Inc, 100t ATORS,
105 Duane Street, New York
Alse Dunham Water. Weight
Lawn Rollers

Two-Handin
Model No. 32
Also Tractor
and Horse
Drawn
Models
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FIGURING
WITH

SUPER
MINERALITE

IS EASY!
APPLICATION

For disease prevention — 1 1-3 ounces per
1,000 square feet.

For active brown patch—2 to 4 ounces, de-
pending on existing condition,

COST
Cost—9 1/6¢ per 1,000 square feet,
Cost—1334¢c to 27%c per 1,000 square feet,
depending on application,

RESULT

Control of brown patch and a definite step toward
stronger, healthier, beautifully-colored, disease-free
turf,

Including Super Mineralite in your Fall turf pro-
gram will insure your ohtaining a 100% return from
your organic fertilizer applications,

Here’s all wo ask:

Try and Match Its Results—At Any Price

Write or wire us if your dealer can’t supply you

AGRICULTURAL INSECTICIDE CO., Inc.
BELLE GLADE, FLORIDA

No. 1.
No. 2.

J—

Three Styles of One-Color

Score Cards

of Excellent Quality are
Priced $20 to $25 for 5,000

Produced by a New Process they
are complete and of correct size.

———

Samples of these and higher priced
2-color cards to clubs on request.

H]OHN H. VESTAL CO., Printers
i 703 South LaSalle Street - - - Chicago

for better

GREENS
and
FAIRWAYS

Send for Latest Prices

on New Crop Seed,

Catalogue free.

MICHELL'S 25500052

GRASS SEED SPECIALISTS FOR FIFTY YEARS
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Fe203 Iron

P205 Phos Acid..... .76 36 37
D.964

Ca0 Calcium........ .83 1.37 1.39
D.882

M90 Magnesium.... .76 18 98

Na20 Sodium

K20 Potash ... 2.02 1.22 1.35

Organic Matter ....22.40 9.83 10.09

Nitrogen ......cc...... .91 .26 .28

Ash 77.60 90.17 89.91
D2.66

Moisture . 13.80 1.07 1.50

Two weeks after the PGA tournament,
no one will know from the condition of
the Hershey championship course that a
major tournament was played over it, so
Morrison maintains. He is of the opinion
that the damage a major tournament does
to a course is by no means as extensive
or serious as many golfers believe.

Play at Hershey goes well into Novem-
ber, due to favorable weather and the
work done in cleaning up the woods that
border many of the Hershey holes. Seed-
ing is a major item on the Hershey course
September schedule for there’s generally
favorable growing weather until mid-
November.

Morrison makes an important detail of
his autumn work that of seeing that the
men he can't keep on during the winter
get other work around town. He is firm
in the belief that a not inconsiderable
amount of the expense and uncertainty
of course maintenance work is caused by
the frequent necessity of having to take
on new men when the spring rush begins
on courses and the infrequent opportu-
nities afforded to train these men in
numerous phases of maintenance work
which require an experienced and skilled
performance.

Club’s Record Keeping Is Model—Corpus
Christi (Tex.) G&CC, makes an annual
financial statement that is a model job
in telling the story of the elub’s operations
and conditions. Assets of the club are
$134,779.77 and there's a conservative ex-
pectation that in 3 years the club will be
able to retire all of its debt. Right now
the club is averaging monthly more than
$700 from oil wells on its property. Even
with this monthly figure reduced to $500
monthly the club will be completely out
of hock in 1942, Despite the added in-
come from oil the organization continues
to operate its plant on a thrifty basis.



