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Pros: Let's Be More Pro fess iona l ' 
By James M, Anderson, Pro 

Pine Lake CC, Pontlac, Mich, 

r "\FTEN priis refer to themselves as 

^ "doctors of go l f " . W e frequent ly ta lk 

among ourselves about the p ro conduct ing 

his operat ion* on the "p ro fess iona l " basis 

of the doctor and lawyer . Th is all is very 

ambi t ious and high-Hounding. I t would 

be much better i f we'd do more, and ta lk 

less, a long these lines. 

As a matter of cold fact only a few of 
us—and then only at intervals—act as 
professional men. I'm using the word pro-
fessional in its association with the pro-
fessions, not as defining the status of one 
who takes pay for services in sport. 

This Isn't scolding. It's confessional, 
and the result of cold and severe self-
examination, in this particular case of 
Jimmy Anderson who counts himself a 
representative golf pro. 

l,et's take one primary case of profes-
sional practice which golf pros only rarely 
follow; the case of the clients whose needs 
baffle our own qualifications. 

Can ' t He lp Some Pup i l s 

I have had cases of pupils upon whom 
I've used every talent, trick and patience 
that my experience has given to me in 
teaching golf. I'd work with them, and 
lie awake nights wondering why 1 couldn't 
get them straightened out. Still they 
didn't improve. What pro hasn't had the 
same disturbing experience? 

Then, too, I have had players come to 
me from other pros' clubs in search of in-
struction that will cut their scores. I know 
the pros who have tried to teach these 
pupils are good men. From quite a few of 
these pros I've learned valuable instruc-
tion pointers myself. 

Fairly often I am able to take these 
pupils and get them to consistently hitting 
the ball and scoring in good shape. The 
sober, certain truth must be that other 
pros have the same experience with pupils 
I've been unable to cure. 

Admitting the existence of such cases 
certainly doesn't reflect on the true pro-
fessional status of a golf pro. We need 
not be ashamed to confess that our high 
and wide sort of genius can't convert every 
duffer who comes to us and lead him or 
her into the upper realms of the lower 
handicaps. 

Doctors are not ashamed to call other 
doctors into consultation. The patient gets 

a feeling of confidence in the doctor's abil-
ity and sincerity when he calls in a spe-
cialist for consultation. The general 
lawyer is not reluctant to call in an in-
come tax specialist or real estate or libel 
specialist when his client is in a jam in 
one of these phases of the law. 

But pros, who talk of being recognised 
as men of professional status, are deathly 
scared, apparently, of regarding other 
pros as instruction consultants. 

I have tried the experiment of asking 
pupils upon whom my instruction has not 
been working satisfactorily (to me, at 
least) if they'd have any objection to me 
sending them to another pro to be looked 
over so I could have an expert and inde-
pendent check-up on the case. The pupils 
are flattered by the candid admission that 
their rases are tough, They get into a 
more susceptible attitude toward instruc-
tion, I recall the statement of Dr, Kelly 
at the Purdue golf conference that funda-
mentally golf must be learned rather than 
taught. Dr. Kelly, as a psychologist of 
high rank, tipped me off to sharply define 
something that I've long suspected, The 
function of a good pro instructor is not 
only knowing what to teach but how to get 
the pupil to learn it. 

A r m o u r Gives Others Credit 

I recall the remark made by Tommy 
Armour when he was receiving great 
credit after Law son Little won four con-
secutive U. S, and British National Ama-
teur championships. Armour disclaimed 
having given Little any appreciable 
amount of instruction in shot-making, 
"He knew how to make shots. He'd 
learned that from some very good but 
comparatively unknown teachers. All I 
could tell Law soil was how to play tourna-
ments, and give him a workout in com-
petitive tactics." 

One of the acknowledged great author! -
ties in golf instruction making a state-
ment like that was one of the finest trib-
utes to the "horse and buggy" doctors of 

• 

Ed Livingiton, pre et Elmwood Park, Slow 
t*III, S, 0.. Mid hit of clubt to a mem-
ber—Don Holland. Ed had holed an ace on 
the dob i eighth hole with bit No, ft iron. Mat-
land hauled out tha 4 et tha eighth right after 
making hit buy and holed an aca hlmteif. 
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pro golf instruction I've ever heard. It 
also was a tip to the application of truly 
professional procedure to golf instruction. 
Little picked up instruction from a num-
ber of good sound pros. The ordinary club 
member is kept strictly to his own local 
practitioner. 

My point is that the home pro doesn't 

lose, but gains, when he advocates other 
expert pro consultation in stubborn cases 
of instruction. The pupil gets the right 
idea that gotf instruction isn't such an 
easy, simple thing that any one pro, re-
gardless of how good he is, knows it all. 

Furthermore, in actually building our-
selves up in professional status, it is ob-

1'nul Runyon, noted golfer. la shown instructing Columbia anlvf rm JI > golfer* hi the Octriry Karma CC, 
White f1 la ins, N Y. Runyan Wranir instructor for the spring term of this class, whirl. In one uf Ihr 
many comprising the Physical Education (required) program for freshmen and sophomore* at Columbia. 
In the early vprmg and during had weather two golf net* are set up In the main gymnasium (University 
Hal!) on the NY earning*. 

tine of the group instruction rla**M at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, la shown In the above 
photo working out under Ihr direction of Intdructor Kd Newklrk, who la pru al the I-in coin CC, Kd re-
jiorla an unusual amount of tntereat in golf among the students al the unlvecalty this spring. and nays 
he hat been kept plenty busy Instructing regular classes for both men and women students in the depart-
mrnt of physical education. The aludents realize that gulf instruction ,, something that cannot be crammed 
into too abort a period of time, according to Kil. who says that when he queried the classes as to whether 
or not the course in gnlf should be covered in one semester or two, he found that most of the students felt 
at least twn semesters and even three, should he detnted to learning golf. Their point w u that they 
should not be rushed through the subject, «, as not to touch soma point* too lightly, and over-stress 
other*. 
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A hole-rn-ona Ida* f h a f t worth wider uta 

it that conceived by E. Laonard. pro at Butte 

Dai MorK CC, Applatan, wi t . Leonard gatt 

tba ball tha player hat holed with a tea thiol, 

and mountt thTi ball on a tmall wood pedaital . 

Fall goat on the bottom of the padattal to tha 

trophy may ba ujod at a papar watght, 

On tha ball It teltarad in Ink the name of tha 

player, tha Sole, dltlanca and data. On the 

pedaital it "Prajantad by £. Leonard, Butte 

Det Morft pro." 

• 

v ious t h a t we neglect some o f t he m o s t im-

p o r t a n t bas is detai ls . H o w m a n y o f o u r 

pup i ls rea l ly k now abou t go l f c l u b s ? W e 

m a k e a g r e a t po i n t o f s a y i n g t h a t proper 

f i t t i ng o f c lubs by a p ro exper t is a funda-

men t a l of good go l f . Hu t have a n y of u s 

m a d e p a r t of o u r i ns t ruc t ion i n te res t i ng 

and i n f o rma t i v e lectures on c lubs a nd how 

they a re des igned a nd m a d e t o do t he i r 

w o r k ? 

Ru l es o f go l f we h a v e neglected, too. 

Pros a re n o t n a t u r a l l y r ead i ng men and 

I doubt t h a t 5 p e r cent o f t h e m have read 

the Ru l es of Go l f , the p r i m a r y m a n u a l of 

their business, f r o m cover to cover. I be-

lieve t h a t w i th the deve l opmen t of p ro 

go l f cl in ics we a re g o i n g to hea r t he Ru l es 

o f G o l f read a loud and c lear t h r o u g h — a n d 

discussed. 

The ignorance of t o u r n a m e n t p l aye r s i n 

the ru les o f the g a m e is s o m e t h i n g t h a t 

we c an ' t r ega rd mere ly as u n f o r t u n a t e . 

I t ' s a reflection o f a ser ious overs igh t i n 

the educa t i ona l p l an of pro g o l f wh ich 

has a s its object ive the e s t ab l i s hmen t o f 

a sound a nd h i ghe r s ta tus , w i t h g rea t e r 

e a r n i n g possib i l i t ies , f o r the m a n who i s 

qual i f ied to be cal led a mas t e r go l f pro-

fess ional . 

Photographic Murals Are 
Ideal for Club Use 

AR T P H O T O A S S O C I A T E S , 330 N . 

M i c h i g a n Ave. , Ch icago , is go i ng i n t o the 

coun t ry c luh field w i th i ts pho tog raph i c 

nmra l s , now extens ive ly used on wa l l s of 

offices and a few o f the r i t z ies t cafes . 

These p ho t og r a ph i c m u r a l s select, as 

sub jec t ma t e r i a l , some b e au t i f u l v i ew of 

t h e course. The p ho t o g r a ph m a y be en-

larged a s m u c h as 11 feet h i g h a nd 48 

inches w ide . T h e cost is a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

one cen t a squa re i nch f o r t he finished 

wo rk . 

Scenes of h is tor ic matches p layed over 

the course a l so m a k e good shots f o r t h e 

m u r a l s t o be d i sp layed i n t he lounge , 

d i n i n g room , g r i l l e or b a r o f t h e club-

house. 

The m u r a l s a re app l ied t o the wa l l in 

a m a n n e r s im i l a r t o h a n g i n g wa l l p ape r , 

or m a d e in pane ls . 

I n a s m u c h as s u m m e r act iv i t ies s upp l y 

the scenes t h a t a r e most usua l l y trans-

fer red to t he m u r a l locat ions. A r t Pho t o 

Associates adv ises t h a t c l ub m a n a g e r s or 

officials look i n t o the m a t t e r p r o m p t l y 

wh i l e ea r l y s u m m e r f o l i a ge a nd verdure 

is mos t l u x u r i a n t . 

PGA Promoting Red Cross 
Matches During July 

n p H E P G A is p u s h i n g Red Cross ma tches 

* i n J u l y , h o p i n g to set a sports record 

for funds secured. Besides the Det ro i t 

ma t ch between the R y d e r C u p 1939 team 

and the Hharpshoot ing o rphans , P G A 

members wi l l p romo te b l ind bogey tourna-

men ts at the i r o w n clubs, al l en t ry fees 

income, m i n u s a n o m i n a l pr ize a m o u n t , 

go i ng t o the local or na t iona l Red Cross. 

The t e a m m a t c h idea was s teamed u p b y 

Sa r a zen a f t e r p l ans f o r a t o u r by Sa r a zen , 

H a g e n a n d A r m o u r had been proposed 

by t he Squ i re . T o m Wa l s h , P G A presi-

dent , came u p w i t h the nat ion-wide Red 

Cross t ou rney idea . W a s h i n g t o n ( D C ) 

pros p u t on a Red Cross p ro-ama teu r 

m a t c h t h a t d r ew wel l , Scioto C C , Co l um-

bus, Oh io , a lso p u t on a very successful 

benefi t m a t c h on J u n e 9. 

L awson L i t t l e is m a k i n g f r equen t con-

t r i b u t i ons o f h i s services to Red Cross 

benefits a n d now h a s v i r t u a l l y r u n o u t o f 

ava i l ab le char i ty m a t c h t ime. 

Noted pros a re g e t t i n g m a n y requests 

f o r t he i r services i n Red Cross ma tches . 

The boys don ' t m i n d generous contr ibu-

t ions of t h e i r services bu t they shy a t 

a p p e a r i n g i n ma tches where t he p romo t i on 

expenses, i n vo l v i ng , u sua l l y , n o t h i n g for 

t h e m , leaves t he Red Cross c om i ng o u t 

w i th sma l l change . They w a n t t o be su re 

the Red Cross gets a good ly chunk . H a g e n 

says he' l l p l ay i n Red Cross ma tches a n y 

p lace h is schedu le w i l l p e rm i t , b u t the 

Red Cross m u s t be g u a r a n t e e d a m i n i m u m 

o f $500 before he takes a c lub ou t of the 

bag . T h a t chi l ls those who have noble 

bu t imprac t i cab le ideas, a n d w a n t W a l t e r 

t o do the heavy wo rk . 

The P G A ha s a l o n g record of f und-

r a i s i n g service. I n 1916, first year o f t h e 

o r gan i z a t i o n , i t ra ised $1,800 f o r a n am-

bu l ance t o opera te i n F r a n ce , 


