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Florida Opens Two New Courses 
By R. M. French, Jr. 

' T ' W O o f the sport iest courses i n south 

^ F lo r i da were opened t o lovers o f the 

l ioya l and Ancient g a m e last w in te r . Both 

are located in the heart o f F lo r ida ' s tour-

ist area and t yp i f y two ex t remes o f go l f 

course cons t ruc t i on—one is 6,624 yards of 

gol f ing headaches, w i th h i g greens, p lenty 

of t r aps and wa te r t h r own i n l o g ive the 

p layer g r ie f in l a rger doses; the o ther is a 

mere 2,840 yards of nar row f a i rways , t i ny 

greens w i th trees und wa te r in abundance 

to make it one of the most difficult n ines 

in F l o r i d a . 

The M i a m i Shores C C is loca ted on fa-

mous Federa l h i g h w a y in M i a m i Shores 

V i l l age , on t he m a i n t h o r o u g h f a r e of Flo-

r ida 's east coast a n d j u s t no r t h o f the 

ci ty l i m i t s of M i a m i . Th i s course is the 

produc t o f near ly 10 years o f p l a n n i n g 

and mo re than t w o years o f ac t i ve work . I t 

was conceived by Roy H a w k i n s , genera l 

m a n a g e r o f Bessemer Proper t i es , Inc . , in 

1930, a nd l a rge ho l d i ngs o f t h a t c o m p a n y 

were set as ide for the proposed course. 

Cons t ruc t ion was s tar ted in N o v e m b e r , 

1037, a nd w i t h the aid o f a federa l gov-

e rnmen t g r a n t , was comp le ted th is past 

December at a cost o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

$ MO,000. 

Hau l e d 38,000 Y a r d s o f Soi l 

The course w i th a pa r o f 71 has been 

bu i l t on a 131-acre t rac t f o rme r l y wh i t e 

sand l and on wh ich p i neapp les were g rown . 

More t h a n 38,000 yards of t o p soil a nd 

$15,000 wor th o f trees a nd shrubs have 

been p laced over the ro l l i ng te r ra in wh ich 

is wa te red f r om a 40-foot we l l t h rough 

more t h an five m i les of u nde rg r ound sprin-

kler sys tem. 

The c lubhouse , o f co lon ia l Btyle, f ron ts 

on Federa l H i g h w a y , a nd was des igned 

by Robe r t L a w Weed , one o f M i a m i ' s 

l e ad i ng arch i tects . Ma r y A b b o t H i n t o n 

superv ised t he decorat ions o f the b u i l d i n g , 

on wh ich construct ion was s tar ted l a t e i n 

1938 a nd completed j u s t p r i o r t o o p e n i n g 

o f the course. 

Clubhouse Is 225' in Length 

The c lubhouse is 225 feet l ong , a nd is 

p laced f a c i n g the h i g h w a y . A beau t i f u l 

l ounge , 60 by 28 feet , extends f r o m the 

h i g h w a y side o f the c lubhouse t h r o u g h 

t o the course s ide a n d opens on a ve r anda 

60 feet long wh ich looks o u t over the 

18th green , wh ich d rops away f r o m i t 

in a l ong terrace. The women ' s locker-

room is in the w i n g to the l e f t o f the 

en t rance , or sou th end of t h e b u i l d i n g , 

a nd has space f o r 32 lockers. I n the 

r i g h t h a n d w i n g , or no r t h end of t h e club-

house , is the men ' s locker-room, w i t h 

space f o r 138 members , k i tchen a nd tap-

room on the g round floor. The pro-shop 

a nd add i t i ona l locker space is prov ided in 

t h e basement o f t h i s w i n g , on the first tee 

end o f the b u i l d i n g . 

E n h a n c i n g the beau t y of t h e co lon ia l 

b u i l d i n g is i ts e leva t ion above t he sur-

round i ng area , a nd wh i le i t is a c t u a l l y 

on ly s l i gh t ly mo re t h a n three fee t above 

the ad j acen t h i g h w a y , the arch i tec ts h a v e 

so b lended the b u i l d i n g w i t h the l andscape 

t h a t you are t a ken f r om F l o r i d a t o the 

r o l l i n g coun t ry o f V i r g i n i a a l l in t h e 

b l i n k of a n eye. 

I n keep i ng w i th the " r o l l i n g coun t r y 

imp re s s i o n " g iven b y the c lubhouse , the 

course i tse l f has been raised on v i r t u a l l y 

every hole, m a k i n g t he l ayou t m u c h mo re 

spor ty and g i v i n g t he p l ayers f r o m the 

Ar our dry ! • •< a premium 

an thr 1 JS-yd. 11th hole. 

Tha rana l taken theme honked 

shot-. <»hlle the bin t ra in 

at Ihe r l »h t await your alter. 

Sara Wi l l i e M a e F a r l a n e . 

"hu t watt un t i l you'-ee played 

No. I I ; tha t ' * the toughest 

hole nn Ihe course." 
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North a course more in keeping with their 
home eighteens. 

With the exception of the par 3 holes, 
every one on the course is a dogleg, with 
rolling fairways and the greens well 
guarded with deep traps, A railroad 
which runs through the length of the 
course has made necessary longer than 
average distances between tees and 
gTeens, but this distance, which at first 
seems unnecessary, has permitted the de-
signers to make the course much more dif-
ficult than is ordinarily the practice with 
semi-public courses. During the winter 
the Miami Shores course averages better 
than 150 players per day and yet there 
is little waiting between shots. The 
walks between green and tee seem to 
be the answer. Despite the difficulty of 
the course, there is plenty of rough and 
natural hazards to delay play to the point 
where it would be troublesome on most 
courses; this greater distance between 
greens and tees seems to give that needed 
few minutes for each hole to compensate 
for a lost ball. 

Membership Is Chief Problem 

One of the chief problems of any golf 
course in Florida is the question of mem-
bership. If a course is strictly a mem-
bership one it virtually has to close in the 
summer in order to operate at a profit. 
Miami Shores has solved the problem by-
opening the course to all comers, at $2 
greens fees, during the winter, and an-
nual memberships for local residents at 
?100. As the management explains it, 
the course has the benefit of the tourist 
play during the winter, and the added in-
come, at a time of year when the local 
residents are so busy they are unable to 
make full use of the course anyhow. So 
far the practice is working splendidly, 
they report. 

Those mentioning the Miami Shores 
course always add: "And that 11th hole-
now let me tell you, there's a hole." And 
indeed it is a thing of beauty to look 
at and a nightmare for most golfers who 
face its hazards. 

To Willie MacFarlane, former National 
Open champion, and winter professional at 
the course, as well as to Andy Kay, 
resident professional, No. 11 is "the hole," 
Its length is 138 yards, par 3, and boasts 
all the nasty things that make a golf 
hole tough. Angling from right to left 
in front of the tee is the Biscayne canal, 
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Veranda of Miami Shores rluhhourte overlook* the ISlh ireeen—which doeanl make the final hole any 
raalrr. The building In a part of the $300.(lf)0 plant opened this paal aeaaon-

which runs through the course, and which 
on this hole gobbles up a hook ball with 
the greatest of ease. 

The green is fairly large hut is trapped 
all the way around except for a narrow 
strip directly in front. So, a slice goes 
into traps on the right, a hook or too 
short a shot goes into the canal, and if 
you're too strong, you're over the green 
in more trouble. Added to these trou-
blesome things is the fact the lee is 
guarded from any easterly wind, the pre-
vailing one in Florida, by the railroad 
embankment under which you walk to 
reach it. You just have to guess at the 
strength of the breeze and that just adds 
to the "take" of the canal. 

Richardson Course Is Compact 

In sharp contrast to Miami Shores is 
the Richardson Golf Course at Fort Lau-
derdale, 30 miles to the north. This course 
is the realization of the dream of George 
Richardson who has been building golf 
courses for a quarter of a century. 

The Richardsons. George, Mrs. Rich-
ardson and their son, George, Jr., found 
the spot in 1937 and purchased a 40-acre 
tract in the heart of a cypress hammock 
along the Middle River at Fort louder-
date. 

When Richardson, Senior, left for the 
North that spring, he already had staked 
out the course and it was then up to 
George, Jr., and Mrs. Richardson, who im-
mediately decided on a pay-as-you-go 

• 

Sol fart on tha Chicago Cubi and Whit* Soi 

baiaball dub! will play their annual golf match 

at Twfn Orchard CC, July 1, undar tha auiplcai 

ot tha Jlllnolt PGA. Nawtpapar and radio 

• pert! dap art man! man alto will hav* thatr an-

nual aihibltlon at tha tame tlwia. Tha initial 

evant put on by Law Waldron In 1 w a x wall 

attended by iporft font who war* treat*d to 

torn* waird golf. Gat* thfi year goat to th* 

Red Ctoii. 

policy, and the result was that when the 
links was opened in December, it was 
completely free of debt. 

Where the Miami Shores course spreads 
over a considerable area, this 9-hole layout 
utilizes the 10-aere tract completely. The 
9 holes all place a premium on straight 
shots and have a total yardage of 2,S40 
with a par of 34. The longest hole is but 
475 yards and the shortest is 150 yards, 
without a breather in the lot. 

The Richardson course clubhouse is the 
old home which was on the 40 acres when 
the family bought it. The downstairs has 
heen converted into lounge, office, pro-shop 
and locker-rooms, on a miniature scale, of 
course. 

During the few months the course has 
been in operation it has drawn most of 
its play from the fashionable Lauderdale 
Beach Hotel and the Hillsboro club. The 
Richardsons operate the club under a re* 
stricted membership plan, counting on the 
"no waiting to tee off" to help them draw 
players from the surrounding eighteen s, 
of which there are three. It is too early 
to determine if this policy will succeed, 
but with the course under family opera-
tion as it is, it seems to have better than 
an even chance. 

p H A R L E Y BURNS, Akron (O.) muny 
^ course oihrial and director of the GSA 
has done an oulstanding job in getting 
newspaper publicity for the greenkeepers. 
In his study of sport section factors he's 
found one reason why golf news lag. The 
reason is expense of newspaper pick-up nf 
golf club news. 

Bums' survey of sports editors reveals 
that if pros and managers would telephone 
scores and other news to sports depts,, 
instead of expecting short-handed sports 
depts. to do the telephoning, golf club 
news would increase. 


