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important and valuable function of the 
Green Section of the USGA. 

Could such a close knit organization for 
the creation of a sound set of basic prin-
ciples of turf culture be developed? 

In the first place, would the state ex-
periment stations accept responsibility for 
their share of the job? The answer is 
complicated by a number of things. Theo-
retically, they should do so. Certainly 
turf production is an agricultural proh-
lern whether it is grown for use as a 
pasture, a lawn or a golf course green. 
Practically, research work requires money 
and state experiment station budgets are, 
almost universally, very modest. 

Must Compete With Other Interests 

When the turf interests ask the experi-
ment station to investigate their problems 
they immediately find themselves in direct 
competition for service with every agri-
cultural interest in the state. For ex-
ample, the poultrymen discover that a 
virulent chicken disease is seriously af-
fecting their business. Immediately, they 
urge the experiment station to make an 
effort to discover a remedy, 

Or again, there is tardy recognition of 
the fact that the fertile top soil of our 
farms is disappearing through a combina-
tion of factors that may be controlled by 
certain changes in cropping and land 
utilization. It becomes necessary for the 
experiment station to set up an extensive 
program of research to develop soil sav-
ing principles. And so it goes. Most of 
the agricultural interests long ago learned 
the power of their organized voice in 
getting attention for their particular head-
aches. 

In the few states where investigation 
of fine turf problems is under way this has 
been recognized. The research pTogTam 
is functioning primarily because the turf 
interests, usually represented almost en-
tirely by the greenkeeping superintend-
ents, have insisted that it be done. Not 
only that, but they have watched the pro-
gress being made and have contributed 
many vital suggestions on the conduct of 
the work. Coupled with this has been a 
sustained enthusiasm on the part of every 
one concerned for the thing they are try-
ing to do—founded on a clear conviction 
that it is important and necessary. 

Thus, here and there, have been es-
tablished series of front line trenches. They 
are functioning, mainly independently, in 
trying to meet local problems. As their 
resources and equipment permit they are 

doing what they can to contribute to the 
wider general questions of turf culture. 
But they will not and cannot do a first 
class job for the country as a whole unless 
their numbers are multiplied and their 
findings properly correlated to develop a 
sound body of facts that have general ap-
plication. This requires not only concerted 
effort on a national scale but a centralized 
agency which can direct the effort and sift 
the information. 

But, whatever the method, the fact re-
mains that there is a definite need for 
more action. I t goes without saying that 
interest in a critical analysis of the prob-
lems can not forever live on its own fat. 
We can have short courses and educational 
sections of national conventions just so 
long. Eventually they will die of starva-
tion unless a more solid diet can be pro-
vided for them. Solution of research 
problems is not an overnight job and the 
few who are interested in it can not pos-
sibly keep the plates full at every meal 
time. 
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