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Brackenridge Pays Its Way 
By John L. Mortimer 

An excellent golfing terrain and popularity of the season 

ticket plan are chief reasons for the fine record estab-

lished by this municipal course, scene of the Texas Open. 

/ " ^ P E R A T I O N o f ii m u n i c i p a l g o l f c o u r s e 

^ at u p ro f i l e ve ry y e a r — a n d th i s goes 

hack to t h e t i m e t h e c o u r s e w a s b u i l t y e a r s 

a g o — m a y not be p a r t i c u l a r l y u n i q u e , b u t 

it t u r n s ou t t o be a p r e t t y f a i r record i n 

a c i t y o f s o m e 300,000 t h a t m u s t a l s o fig-

u r e on t h e u p k e e p o f <>2 i n d i v i d u a l p a r k s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h a t is (he p r a c t i c a l a n d in-

v i t i n g record o f B r a c k e n r i d g e P a r k G C m 
in S a n A n t o n i o , T e x a s . E v e r y y e a r t h e 

c i t y f a t h e r s a r e a b l e to c h a l k u p a s u r p l u s 

on t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e B r a e k e n r i d g e 

cou rse . 

M u r r a y Brooks , t h e m a n a g i n g d i r e c t o r 

a t B r a e k e n r i d g e , c a n flip you a c oup l e o f 

?ure-f ire r e a sons f o r B r a c k e n r i d p e ' s suc-

ress w i t h o u t b a t t i n g a n eye . H i s books 

b a ck h i m u p . 

T h e t w o f e a t u r e s w h i c h a r e m o s t impor-

t a n t a r e the p a r k ' s n a t u r a l s e t t i n g a m i 

t h e s y s t e m o f fees l ev ied o n t h e p l a ye r s . 

B o t h s t e r eo t yped n o m i n a t i o n s , t o be sure , 

b u t l ook i n t o Brae ken r i d g e ' s s i t u a t i o n ; 

N a t u r e K i n d to B r a c k e n r i d g e 

The B r a c k e n r i d g e c o u r s e l ies i n t h e 

h e a r t o f a b e a u t i f u l n a t u r a l s e t t i n g f o r a 

m u n i c i p a l course . The v a s t p a r k , o f w h i c h 

the cou r se is a p a r t , w a s a g i f t t o t h e c i t y . 

T h e cou rse , n a t u r a l l y , i s tax-free . A m i d 

g r oves o f e ! m , pecan , h a c k b e r r y , o a k a n d 

c h m a b e r r y t r ees t h e c r y s t a l c l e a r S a n A n -

t o n i o river f o l l o w s an i n t r i c a t e , meande r-

i n g cou rse , i t s s u r f a c e p u n c t u a t e d w i t h 

b e a u t i f u l w a t e r l i l i e s , i t s b a n k s l i ned w i t h 

flowers a n d reeds . 

C r o s s i n g a n d cr iss-cross ing t h i s s t r e a m 

l i e t h e f a i r w a y s o f t h e B r a c k e n r i d g e 

cou rse , w i t h scen ic p a t h s a n d b r i d g e s l a i d 

t o t h e g r eens , s qu i r r e l s h o p p i n g a b o u t 

a m o n g t h e t rees , t h e g r a s s p e r p e t u a l l y 

b r i l l i a n t g reen . 

S e a s o n T i c k e t s Cos t $10 

T h e B r a c k e n r i d g e course i ssues seasona l 

c a r d s f o r $10 , w h i c h e n t i t l e t h e h o l d e r t o 

p l a y a l l t h e g o l f h e w a n t s to a t a n y t i m e . 

These ca rds a r e issued tw i c e a y e a r , M a y 

1 t o O c t . 31, a n d N o v . 1 t o A p r i l 30. F o r 

t h e m a n w h o p l a y s g o l f t h r e e t i m e s a 

week , t h i s r e p r e sen t s a n a v e r a g e cos t o f 

13 cen t s a g a m e — w i t h o u t r e g a r d f o r t h e 

n u m b e r o f ho l e s p l a yed . D u r i n g t h e w in-

t e r season a p p r o x i m a t e l y 200 o f t hese c a r d s 

a r e so l d , a n d d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r season , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 275 m o r e . 

The d a i l y fees to t h e c a s u a l p l a y e r s a re 

l o w — 6 0 cen t s f o r 18 bo l es u p to 5 p. m „ 

25 cen t s f o r a s m a n y a s you c an p l a y 

a f t e r 5 p. m . U s u a l l y t h e office w o r k e r 

w h o ge t s off a t 5 p, m „ a t l e a s t e i g h t 

m o n t h s o f t h e y e a r c an get in f r o m 12 to 

18 ho les o f g o l f b e f o r e d a r knes s . 

S a n A n t o n i o is a f a m o u s c en t e r f o r win-

t e r go l f e r s . Sco res , p e r h a p s h u n d r e d s , 

c o m e to S a n A n t o n i o every w i n t e r w i t h n o 
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o t he r i dea i n m i n d t h a n a l l -year g o l f . T h e 

m a j o r i t y o f t hese a r e a b o v e 60 years o f 

a g e . 

B u t t he se tfo no t keep t h e course up . 

N e i t h e r do t h e h u n d r e d s o f a r m y officers 

a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s w h o l ive in S a n A n -

ton io , f o r t h e re a r e n o w t w o a r m y go l f 

courses , a l o n g w i t h f o u r o t h e r m a j o r 

courses w i t h i n a Hhort d i s t a n c e (If t h e 

hea r t o f the c i t y . I t i s t h e a v e r a g e p l a y e r 

w h o m a k e s the B r a c k e n r i d g e cou r se a suc-

cess, a c c o r d i n g t o B r o o k s . 

Loca t ed a m i l e n o r t h f r o m t h e h e a r t o f 

S a n A n t o n i o , B r a c k e n r i d g e is w i t h i n easy 

access o f a n y o n e w h o w a n t s to p l a y i n a 

h u r r y . L i k ew i s e , t h e n o r t h s i de is t h e 

h o m e o f t h e g o l f i n g p o p u l a t i o n , a n d B rack-

e n r i d g e , so c lose a t h a n d , o f fers an easy 

i n d u c e m e n t . 

A f e w yea r s a g o a n o t h e r m u n i c i p a l 

c ou r se w a s b u i l t — R i v e r s i d e — o n t h e f a r 

s o u t h s ide . T h a t cou r se t ook $!>,000 y e a r l y 

off t h e B r a c k e n r i d g e i n c o m e , h u t l i k ew i s e , 

i t took a w a y t h e h e avy traff ic, T h e i n c ome 
• 

"Th* Piiirway," exceedingly 11v*fy And inter-

• iting magaiin* of tti* &l*« Oak CC (Chiejgo 

district} recently contained a yarn that was a 

Vwall subtle job ol lesson telling. The story 

was headfld "Dirty Trick" and told of a IS-

handicap member whose game had collapsed. 

Th* ailing on* took a lesson from ly Chamber-

lain, Glen Oak's pro. A few dart later a 

fourtom* was arranged In which By and Mi 

pupil wer* oppcner' i . The pupil shot a net 

70 Th* Fairway gives th* financial statement: 

"Collected from ty , H » 

"Cost of lesson $2.00 

"Profit $2.25 

"How can By Hre? 1 7 7" stki th* 

Fairway. 

a t B r a c k e n r i d g e d u r i n g t h e p a s t f ive yea r s 

h a s v a r i e d f r o m $20 ,000 to $25,000 an-

n u a l l y . S o m e y e a r s a r e be t t e r t h a n o t he r s , 

b u t so f a r a s M u r r a y B r o o k s c an tel l t h e r e 

i s n o p a r t i c u l a r r eason f o r th i s . A n indi-

ca t i o n o f the p a s t yea r ' s i n c o m e m a y be 

t a ken f r o m a r e p o r t filed Dec . 1 b y B rooks , 

wh i c h l is ted r evenue t o t a l f o r six m o n t h s , 

u p to Dee . 1, o f $13,110. L a s t y e a r , in-

c l u d i n g t h e p a y m e n t o f a i l expenses , 

B r a c k e n r i d g e t u r n e d ove r t o the c i ty a sur-

p l u s o f $4,000. 

O p e r a t e s A s M u n i c i p a l E n t i t y 

T h e expenses a t B r a c k e n r i d g e c a n n o t , o f 

course , be c o m p a r e d w i t h those o f t h e 

o t h e r m u n i c i p a l cou r se , s i nce B r a c k e n r i d g e 

o p e r a t e s a s a m u n i c i p a l e n t i t y . B r o o k s , 

m a n a g e r o f t h e B r a c k e n r i d g e P a r k g o l f 

c ou r se d e p a r t m e n t , r e p o r t s d i rec t l y to Hen-

ry H e i n , c i t y p a r k s c o m m i s s i o n e r , a n d 

B r o o k s ' r e venues a r e t u r n e d in to t h e c i ty 

t r e a s u r y . H e does n o t h a ve t h e a u t h o r i t y 

to s p e n d a n y l a r g e s u m s , b u t he c an o b t a i n 

t h a t a u t h o r i t y b y a c t i o n o f t h e c i ty coun-

c i l , so l o n g a s i t does n o t i n t e r f e r e w i t h 

t h e b u d g e t of t h e p a r k s d e p a r t m e n t . 

H e does h a v e t h e a u t h o r i t y to spend ac-

c o r d i n g to t h e m a n d a t e l a i d d o w n by t h e 

c i t y c h a r t e r — a m o u n t s u p t o $ 1 0 0 — b u t be-

yond t h a t f i g u r e t h e c i t y m u s t a d v e r t i s e 

f o r b id3 . 

T h a t s i t u a t i o n does n o t of fer a p r o b l e m , 

h o w e v e r , s i nce B r o o k s h a s received un-

u s u a l c o o p e r a t i o n f r o m t h e c iv ic govern-

m e n t in S a n A n t o n i o . W h e n he needs 

a d d i t i o n a l w o r k o r s u pp l i e s h e m e r e l y 

r equ i s i t i o n s t h e m t h r o u g h t h e c i ty p a r k s 

d e p a r t m e n t , w h i c h a c t s a s t h e quar te r-

m a s t e r . 

P r i n c i p a l e xpen se s a r e f o r t h e T e x a s 
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Open in February, for salaries, and for 
upkeep of the course. For instance, the 
annual grass seed hill is $1,000; the com-
mercial fertilizer bill runs to about $1,000 
a year. Some amount of trouble has been 
encountered in upkeep of the greens be-
cause of the alkali content of the soil. 
This has added a $600 yearly bill for 
chemicals. 

The course installed its own water sys-
tem at an initial cost of $18,000, taken 
from its surplus earnings. The course 
borders on two 24-in. mains, both within 
a stone's throw of the water towers, and 
there is never any problem of getting all 
the water needed. 

There is no charge for water, since 
the course is within the city limits, and 
this represents a saving of more than 
$3,000 a year. The San Antonio CC 
course, only a short distance away, pays 
about $4,000 a year for water, according 
to Brooks. 

The golf course is not carried on the 
balance sheet with any sort of valuation 
figure, since it was a donation. Still, the 
clubhouse at Braekenridge, opened in 1023, 
represents an investment of $75,000, and 
stands as a monument to the golf course. 

No Watering in Winter 

Last year at the Texas Open there was 
some discussion regarding dry greens on 
the course, but it was not entirely due to 
the extended drought Texas had been ex-
periencing. Brooks has installed tropical 
grass on the entire course. During the 
winter the grass lies dormant, and it will 
deteriorate if watered. 

The full length uf the course is fi,500 
yards. I t has eight natural water hazards, 
occasioned by the San Antonio river. A 
feature facilitated by the natural setting 
at Braekenridge is a fine arrangement of 
holes. Since Brooks came to Braekenridge 
16 years ago, 17 greens have been com-
pletely rebuilt, the water system installed, 
the clubhouse erected and fairways length-
ened and improved. 

At present there is a $12,000 improve-
ment program under way, in which rock 
houses will be built in several parts of the 

course, and rock bridges and walks in-
* 

Tamps (Fla.) Gelt A im. H*t cotUcttd 

tati of u u d clubl tram chaorful gl»*ri at 

mombar clubt. Th> a m m b l a d i « l t vara pawad 

on to high ichool youngitart who r#palrad the 

Clubl in thair own high tchool manual training 

dept. Harry Root, Jr., praiidant of tha Tamp* 

OA, organiiad tha junior promotion "Of , 

stalled. Since the new city administration 
in San Antonio took office last May 1 a 
tree surgeon has been put to work on the 
fine groves of the park. 

The Texas Open, which will be played 
Feb. 9-12, is expected to draw 150 profes-
sionals again this year. Likewise, the 
event touches off the course's three busiest 

Hurray Brook*. 

Brhckcnrfdr* ' ! ( o i l director 

months, February, March and April , Last 
year, the expenses of the meet, including 
the $5,000 purse, totalled about $6,000. 
With a gallery of 10,000, a surplus profit 
of $2,000 was chalked up. 

The Texas Open, held first in 1920, was 
established with a $5,000 purse at the out-
set, and at that time its purse was one 
of the very largest offered on any course 
in the entire world. There has been some 
talk in recent years of increasing the 
figure. 

New Orleans Set for Tourney—Third 
Annual New Orleans $10,000 Open golf 
tournament will be held February 22-25, 
just in between the close of the Mardi 
Gras and the opening of the spring Fiesta 
celebrations. The New Orleans Open has 
become one of the country's major sport 
events. The first and second tournaments 
were successful in every respect and the 
1940 tournament is expected to draw record 
galleries because of the large number of 
visitors and tourists who will be in New 
Orleans at this time. 

Robert S. Maestri, mayor of the city 
of New Orleans, is again donating the 
prize money of $10,000, a tournament sum 
that is not topped by any purse in the 
South, As usual, no gallery fees will he 
charged the public. The event will take 
place at the municipally-owned City Park 
Golf Course No. 1, where the golfers will 
have the use of the new $85,000 City Park 
clubhouse. 


