
USGA Reports on Golf in ' 39 
Ruling body, in annual statement, tells oi commit-

tees' activities and plans for the coming season 

T J A R O L D W . P I E R C E , C o u n t r y C lub . 

Brook l i ne , M b b r , , f o r m e r treas . and 

c h a i r m a n o f the Green Sect ion commi t t ee 

o f t he U S G A . became pres iden t o f t he or-

gan i z a t i o n at i ts a n n u a l mee t i ng , he ld J a n . 

6 a t Wa l do r f -As t o r i a Ho te l , N e w Y o r k , 

T h e assoc ia t ion 's m e m b e r s h i p as o f N o v , 

30, 1939, w a s 816, a f a i r g a i n s ince the 

low of 1935 when the U S G A had 767 mem-

bers, bu t cons iderab ly be low i ts 1931 h i gh 

o f 1,154. 

Solicitation of member clubs through 
greater publicity on USGA services is 
planned to be conducted energetically dur-
ing 1940. 

Among interesting notes in the 1930 
Executive Committee reports was indica-
tion of lively interest in golf rules; 35,000 
copies of the Rules booklet being disposed 
of by the USGA. 

The USGA surplus fell off $1,638.64 dur-
ing the year. It was reported as of Nov. 
30, 1939, as $82,244.16, 

Open and Women's national champion-
ships showed a net increase in USGA 
income over the 1939 tournaments. Mur-
derously hot weather during the 1939 Na-
tional Amateur knocked it about $2,300 

under the previous year's income. The 
194(1 deficit on the Public Links was $150 
greater. The Public Links field was 2,401 
in the 33 qualifying sections. It's the 
world's largest major golf competition. 

USGA net income from tournaments 
(entry fees, admissions, program adver-
tising and sales, etc.): 

1939 1938 
Open ...513,877.60 $10,536.86 
Amateur 6,006.38 8,387.82 
Women's 2,728.96 2,613.17 
Public Links. .. 272.55 (L) 120.39 (L) 

Total 522,340.39 $21,344.46 

Executive committee announced reten-
tion of the trial stymie rule, and prohibi-
tion of testing of greens by scraping with 
clubs and otherwise. 

Highlights of committee reports: 
Rules of Golf—-Provisional ball, apply-

ing to ball in water hazard, to be discussed 
with R. & A. Attention was again called 
to the fact that 4-ball matches, where 
players are in stroke and match competi-
tion simultaneously, are not regularly con-
stituted matches. 

No cardboard or composition linings tn 
be used in cups, 
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Urges commi t tees to definitely settle all 

compet i t ive regu la t ions before any tourna-

men t begins . 

C h a m p i o n s h i p — H a d sirens to not i fy con-

testants o f d iscont inuance o f p l ay in 

event o f s torm. Fore igners wish ing to 

play in U S Open or A m a t e u r wil l be re-

quired to qua l i f y sectional ly, " a l t hough 

exceptions m a y be made under certain 

c i rcumstances . " 

Announced 1940 calendar. Advised of 

cancel lat ion o f Curt is C u p matches. Re-

ported R . & A . had not officially cancelled 

Wa lker C u p matches , scheduled fo r Town 

& Coun t ry club, St. Paul , A u g . 30 a nd 31. 

Women ' s—Increased m a x i m u m hand icap 

for Na t i ona l f rom 6 to 8 strokes. 

Pub l ic L inks—Success fu l use of sec-

t iona l q u a l i f y i n g to be cont inued. 

A m a t e u r S t a t u s — M i n i m u m age l im i t 

for v io lat ion o f ama teu r s ta tus now is 18 

years in a l l cases. "Border- l ine" cases o f 

ama teur i sm to be str ict ly interpreted. 

Recommended careful invest iga t ion o f 

cash pr ize "compet i t i ons sponsored fo r 

commercia l pub l ic i ty . " " I n m a n y cases ac-

ceptance o f cash prizes offered in such 

compet i t ions const i tutes a breach of the 

ama teu r def in i t ion . " 

App l i ca t ion fo r re ins ta tement as ama-

teurs refused 17; granted t o 65. 

Imp lemen t s & B a l l — I n col laborat ion 

wi th Research Founda t ion of A r m o u r In-

st i tute o f Technology, commi t tee is at-

temp t i ng "pract ica l per formance tes ts " o f 

halls. A t wo rk on d ra f t of specif ications 

covering scor ing o f iron c lub faces. Speci-

fications to become effective in 1941. 

Membe r s h i p—Du r i n g the year 59 clubs 

were elected or reinstated, compared w i th 

51 in 1938. Reminded t h a t U S G A mem-

bership is open to " a ny regu lar ly organ-

ized club, regardless o f whether i t owns 

or controls the course on whieh i t p lays . " 

Sect ional A f f a i r s—P lans nat ion-wide 

s tudy o f un i fo rm system of hand icapp ing . 

M u seum—More t h an 60 sources con-

tr ibuted to the U S G A Museum in 1939. 

C lubs and bal ls of U S and Brit ish cham-

pions, donated. 

General Counse l—Cadd ie s ta tus under 

Social Secur i ty acts and unemp loymen t in-

surance laws, sti l l var ies in different 

states. 

Pros on concession basis only, not sub-

ject to Social Secur i ty Ac t ; pros who 

get sa lary and concessions, are regarded 

as employees o f the c lub . 

Cites U S Distr ic t Cou r t fo r D is t r ic t o f 

Massachusetts decision hold ing fees f o r 

go l f and tennis, as d is t ingu ished f r om 

dues and assessments, no t subject to In-

ternal Revenue Law w i t h reference to tax 

on dues and admiss ions . 

Notes impor tance o f clubs car ry ing 

proper Workmen ' s Compensat ion In-

surance, 

Green Sec t ion—Bx tensive examina t ions 

o f samples sent in by memberc lubs . Recog-

nit ion of value o f the Section's advisory 

service and demand fo r such service con-

t inues to increase. Sect ion unable to 

make personal inspection o f courses in a l l 

U. S. G. A. 1940 
O F F I C E R S 

President. H a r o l d W . Pierce, Th» C o u n -
try C l u b , Brookl ins, M a n . 

Vice-Presidents, George W . Bloijom, Jr., 
Onwenti ia Club, Lake Forest, III.; Morton 
G. Bogus, National Golf Linki of America, 
Southampton, N. Y. 

Secretary, Frank M. Hardt , Merton 
Cricket Club. Haverford, Pa. 

Treasurer, J e n W . Sweet i s r , S iwanoy 
C C , Bromvi l le , N . Y . 

Counsel. Charles W . Litt lef ield, Mont-
clfljr (N. J.) S C . 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
John H. Bellinger, Seattle (Wa ih . ) G C ; 

George W , Blosiom, Jr . ; Morton G. 
Bogus Edward L. Cheynsy, The Country 
Club, Cleveland, Ohio; Leslie Cooke, Bob 
O'Link GC, Highland Part, III.; Frank M . 
Hard t ; W . F. Nicholson, Denver (Co lo . | 

C C ; Francis D. Ouimet, Woodland S C . 
Auburndale, Mats.; Harold W . Pierce; 
Charles V, Rainwater, At lanta (Ga.) A C ; 
J e n W . Sweatier; Thomat Teller, Clare-
mont CC, Oakland, Cal. ; Fielding Wal-
lace. Augusta (Ga.) National S C . 

Pierce has been a member of the A n n ' * . 
Eiecutive Committee continuously l ines 
Oct . 30. 1933, at which t ime ho was 
elected Treaiurer to fill the vacancy 
created by the death of Charlei H. 
Sabin, He served as Treasurer until Jan.. 
1938, when he became a vice-president. 
He has been chairman of the Champion-
ship Committee since 1936. Pierce joined 
The Country Club, Brookline, in 1910, 
and has been chairman of Its golf com-
mittee l ines Dec., 1926. He hat long been 
a partner in the banking firm of Tucker, 
Anthony & Co., New York and Boston, 
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cases reques t i ng such service. 

Educa t i o na l p r o g r a m expanded . A r l i ng-

ton session h i g h l y successfu l . N e w publ ica-

t i on , T u r f Cu l t u re , successfu l ly begun w i t h 

3 n umbe r s , w i th ma t e r i a l on weed control , 

t u r f grasses a nd fer t i l i zers . 

N e w e r s t r a i ns a t A r l i n g t o n receive 

greenkeepers ' app rova l . E n l a r g e m e n t o f 

expe r imen t a l work on g rasses a t Ar l i ng-

ton , a nd on 32 new expe r imen t a l g reens 

o f I S s t r a i ns o f bent , i ns ta l l ed in var ious 

p a r t s o f t h e coun t ry . 

W o r k on fer t i l i zers , weed cont ro l , d isease 

contro l and soil imp rovemen t at A r l i n g t o n 

s ta t ion s umma r i z e d a s revea l ing increas-

ing ly va luab le resu l ts . 

In terco l leg ia te A f f a i r s — N a t i o n a l Col-

leg ia te A A now sponsor i ng the N a t i o n a l 

I n terco l l eg ia te c h amp i on sh i p , in coopera-

t ion w i th U S G A . The 1939 Intercol-

leg ia te drew a record field o f 181 com-

pet i tors f r om 47 col leges. 

W E ' R E 
CRAB 
GRASS 
F IGHT 

BY M a c Tay lor 

Pro-Greenkaeper. Blue 

Ridge CC. Palmerton. Pa. 

' p H O S E clubs whose labor budget can-
^ not, and does not, include money for 

hand-weeding, or those whose greens are 
so infested with crah grass that hand-weed-
ing is out of the <|iiestion, are in line for 
chemical weed control. The use of sodium 
arsenite is justified when the infestation 
is so large that hand-weeding will be too 
expensive and destructive. 

There is a lso this to be said abou t t h e 

use of sod i um arseni te . T h e greenkeeper , 

h is c h a i r m a n a nd h i s m e m b e r s m u s t be-

come reconci led t o b r own , spo t ty greens 

for three to f o u r w e e k s — b r o w n and spo t ty 

b u t w i t h a l , t rue a nd dry . Before g o i n g 

i n t o m e a n s and me thods , I wou ld l i ke t o 

exp l a i n how we c ame to use sod i um ar-

seni te a t th is course. W h e n I c ame here 

last M a r c h I d idn ' t k n o w how m u c h c r ab 

I had i n m y greens a nd t he ' Jersey ben t ' 

g o t beyond our cont ro l . S o I asked m y 

c h a i r m a n f o r a n emergency a pp rop r i a t i o n 

to p u t caddies t o wo rk weed i ng one o f 

o u r wors t greens . I had to ld h i m a b o u t 

the a rsen i te t r e a tmen t , bu t I cou ldn ' t tell 

h i m a n y t h i n g f r o m exper ience f o r I h ad 

never used i t . W e were bo th a b i t a f r a i d 

W I N N I N G OUR 
o f i t , so we wen t t o work hand-weed ing . 

E i g h t caddies pu t in 144 m a n hours 

a nd completed on ly 1,500 squa re feet of 

g reen ! T h a t b reaks down i n t o 8.8 sq. f t . 

per hour per m a n I Tha t g ives a rough 

idea h ow in fes ted the greens were , f o r 

the boys were ca re fu l a nd t h o r o u g h , get-

t i n g each i n d i v i d u a l p l a n t . 

I t a lso g ives a n idea h o w expens ive 

hand-weed ing wou l d be f o r a n en t i re 

course. W h e n they go t t h r o ugh (we 

stopped before they d id the ent i re g r een ) , 

t h a t piece of t u r f looked as t h o u g h a bar-

rage h ad h i t i t . 

I t was t hen we decided on sod i um ar-

senite . W h a t e v e r the results m i g h t be— 

they cou ldn ' t be a n y worse t h a n the re-

su l ts o f hand-weed ing . 

How Quantity Was Decided 

W e pu t the sod i um arsen i te on wet , 

u s i ng a barre l sp rayer , hand-opera ted ; one 

hose l ine f r o m t he wa te r ou t le t a t the 

green , a no t he r t ine f rom the p u m p t o 

the f a n nozz le . To find t he a m o u n t o f 

so lu t ion needed t o cover 1,000 sq. f t . , we 

m a d e a test u s i n g on ly wa te r a nd f ound 

t h a t 30 ga l s , wou ld g i ve adequa te cover-

a g e a t 45 lbs . pressure w i t h o u t u s i ng 

the w a t e r l ine. The efficacy o f sod ium 

arsen i te depends on a n u m b e r o f e lements . 

H u m i d i t y , t empe r a t u r e , p e rmeab i l i t y of 

the soil, a g e o f t h e crab g r a ss p l a n t and 

dryness o f the leaves, a l l gove rn . H a v i n g 

n o t h i n g to g o on except o the r men ' s ex-

perience, a nd h a v i n g cond i t ions a t h a nd 

pecu l i a r to t h i s course, we pooled the 

resources o f o u r know ledge a n d wen t t o 

wo rk , t h u s : 

W e first p lo t ted eaeh green i n t o sec-


