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OVER HERE, OVER THERE 
By J O H N 

MONTEITH, Jr. 
Continuing from last issue the com-
parison of British and U. S. golf courses 

THE grasses most common in turf in Great Britain are quite different from 
those in America. Most of the American visitors on the tour of the Grass-

land Congress had realized that Kentucky bluegrass, which was introduced 
into America from Europe, was not 
regarded as an important grass in 
Great Britain. It was a decided sur-
prise to find it such a rarity. 

Perennial ryegrass takes its place as the 
principal grass in pastures and along 
roadsides. For turf on golf courses, lawns, 
and similar places, red fescue leads the 
grasses by a big margin, just as Kentucky 
bluegrass leads in America. Annual blue-
grass (Poa annua) is far more common 
in British turf than is Kentucky bluegrass, 
but even this grass is by no means as 
prevalent over there as it is in this coun-
try. Crabgrass, which grows only too well 
in all parts of the United States, is even 
more rare than Kentucky bluegrass in 
Great Britain. 

Differences in turf grasses between the 
seaside and inland courses in Great Britain 
are much more striking than they are in 
the United States, A large proportion of 
British golf courses are beside the sea. 
Much land that has little or no agricul-
tural possibilities along the coast line is 
ideal for golf courses. Not only does the 
undulating terrain provide interesting 
golf with little or no construction coats 
but the natural vegetation is remarkably 
well adapted to golf. Indeed these two 
factors no doubt were chiefly responsible 
for the early development of the game in 
Great Britain. 

Fescue is the dominant grass on putting 
greens, tees and fairways of British sea-
side courses. Different species occur and 
all seem to thrive there without any arti-
ficial encouragement. All through the 
fescue is a scattering of colonial bent and 
other fine grasses. There is usually a lib-
eral scattering of many species of weeds 
but these weeds are not massed in ob-
jectionable mats as we find the same 
species on American golf courses. It is 
interesting to find some of our moBt 
troublesome turf weeds growing there in 
large numbers but so intermingled with 
the grass and so subdued as not to be 
objectionable to play. 

On the inland courses the turf is more 
like American turf than is that on the 
seaside courses. Fescues are common but 
bents are more noticeable in the turf. 
Mowing is more frequent, the use of arti-
ficial fertilizers more common, and other 
artificial maintenance methods more gen-
erally resorted to than is required or ap-
parently advisable on the seaside courses. 

The principal grass on the putting 
greens in Great Britain is fescue. Colo-
nial bent is also common and there thrives 
in the mixture with fescue. However it 
has been found that when turf is fertilised 
the colonial bent gradually crowds the 
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fescue out of putting green turf. This is 
probably why the combination of fescue 
and colonial bent which has been planted 
in so many thousands of cases in America 
has failed to continue as a mixture, for 
in this country our golfers want a dense 
turf which calls for the use of fertilizers. 
The creeping and velvet bents do not 
thrive in the British Isles as they do un. 
der favorable treatments in large areas in 
America. 

Diseases of turf are not as troublesome 
on putting greens in Great Britain as in 
this country. Nevertheless diseases do oc-
cur and cause some damage. Snowmold 
is common and may do much damage. 
Dollarspot is prevalent but brown-patch is 
rare compared with its occurrence in the 
United States, Diseases are not as notice-
able in turf over there as they are here 
due to the masking of injury by the large 
number of fine-leaved weeds scattered 
through the turf. In our pure stands of 
one variety of grass it is natural that 
any injury is much more noticeable than 
is the case where there may be several 
unaffected species of plants within a dis-
eased area. 

Fairway turf in general on British courses 
is kept cut much more closely than on 
American courses. Their grasses are nat-
urally of a lower-growing type than ours 
and are better able to withstand close 
mowing than is our common Kentucky 
bluegrass. Their fairways are not well 
fertilised as a rule and the turf therefore 
has a somewhat "starved" appearance. 
The grass therefore tends to be less suc-
culent than ours and consequently is some-
what better for playing purposes. How-
ever the turf is not as dense as our golfers 
seem to desire. It seems that fairway 
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fertilization is gradually becoming more 
prevalent in Great Britain, with the resul-
tant denser turf. 

There is one portion of the golf course 
where we have to concede that the British 

Th is large pract ice pu t t i ng green at St . An-
drew* has cons tan t traff ic every day except 
Sunday . A s T o m Morris sa id , " E v e n if p layers 
don ' t need one day 's rest a week , the grass 

does , " 

courses generally have superior turf to 
American courses, regardless of the stand-
ards that are used to judge turf. That is 
on the approaches to the putting greens. 
Invariably the turf on approaches over 
there is better or at least as good as the 
fairway turf and apparently remains so 
throughout the year. In the United States, 
on the contrary, the poorest turf on the 
fairways or on the whole course in some 
instances is too often immediately in front 
of the green. This condition provides an 
uncertain region to pitch onto and un-
doubtedly has been an important factor 
in the development of the American cus-
tom of pitching directly to the putting 
green, to the almost complete neglect of 
the run-up shot. Undoubtedly this part 
of our average goif course could profit 
decidedly by improvements in grass vari-
eties and in maintenance methods. 

The British rough is not as carefully 
manicured as is much of the American 
rough; nor are the fringes of traps and 
other hazards trimmed with such preci-
sion and frequency as on many of our 
courses. The general appearance of rough 
and hazards soon reminds one of a critic-
ism made of American goif courses by a 
foreign visitor a few years ago. This gen-
tleman had circled the globe several times 
and played golf in nil parts of the world, 
so was qualified to compare American 
courses with those of other countries. He 
was asked to name the outstanding feature 
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architects h a d uppe rmos t Hn the i r m i nd s 

a desire to throw t h e f e a r o f the Lord 

in to the hear t o f every go l fer as he stood 

on each tee. Therefore they scattered the 

landscape w i t h sand t raps . Then i t wou ld 

appea r the f r i g h t f u l nes s of the i r creat ions 

h a d caused club officials to re len t a n d keep 

t r a p s as well as su r round i ng areas so wel l 

g roomed t h a t t he effectiveness o f these 

hazards is kep t a t a n abso lute m i n i m u m 

— a l s o a t much added cost . " 

Gent le Showera More Likely 

t h an Heavy Downpours 

Ra i n f a l l in the Br i t i sh Isles is more 

evenly d is t r ibuted t h a n in t he Un i t ed 

States. A l t h o u g h heavy showers occur, 

most prec ip i ta t ion is in the f o r m of a 

pro longed gent le ra in t h a t makes the um-

bre l la and ra incoa t so p r om i nen t a p a r t 

of t he equ i pmen t o f t he ga l le ry and play-

ers in Br i t i sh go l f matches . Th i s s low, 

even ra in fa l l is much mo r e beneficial to 

g rass t h a n the much heav ier downpours 

which are common in most o f t he Un i ted 

S ta tes du r i ng the g r ow i ng season. 

N o t on ly is Br i t i sh r a i n f a l l mo re evenly 

d i s t r ibu ted a n d more complete ly absorbed 

by the soil, b u t loss by evapora t ion is also 

decidedly less. Pro longed droughts , as w e 

know them, are rare . Wh i l e t r ave l i ng 

t h r ough E n g l a n d l as t s u m m e r we were 

to ld a t several p laces t h a t crops were suf-

fe r i ng because o f the " d r o u g h t . " The use 

of th i s t e rm proved s omewha t con fus i ng 

to the members o f the Amer i c an delega-

t ion, par t i cu la r ly those who had come f r o m 

the Wes t or M idd l e Wes t , where the t e rm 

" d r o u g h t " is no t used when one sees f resh , 

g reen fields a l l a r ound h im . The mora 

favorab le p rec ip i t a t i on and evapora t ion 

na tu ra l l y spares Br i t i sh go l f much cost 



FEBRUARY, 1938 57 

for irrigation. Watering turf has become 
a much more common practice on British 
golf courses in recent years, but there are 
still many well-kept courses on which 
little or no water is used, even on the 
putting greens. 

Not So Much Use 
of Machinery 

Machines on golf courses, as elsewhere, 
are much more common in America than 
in Great Britain, Gas and oil costs are 
higher and labor costs are lower than in 
this country. The differences no doubt are 
important factors in the use of machines 
on golf courses. Some interesting and 
apparently efficient machines are in use 
but they are not as varied nor as univer-
sally used as in the United States. Many 
fairways are kept mowed by sheep, but 
the better courses are cut by power mow-
ers. It will no doubt surprise many 
readers to learn that the putting greens 
of the famous old St, Andrews course are 
cut with power mowers. 

The type of vegetation in the rough 
of British courses however is quite differ-
ent from that on most of our courses. 
Neglected rough there does not usually 
present the nuisance of lost balls for every 
wayward shot, as is found on so many of 
our golf courses where dandelions, broad-
leaved plantain, dock and similar weeds 
provide a type of cover which is rare in 
British rough. On the other hand some 
of their gorse and similar plants in places 
rival our worst ball-hiding rough. 

Although the turf on British golf 
courses is so well favored by Nature and 
although the British temperament natural-
ly accepts changes with caution, there is 
plenty of evidence of demands for turf 
improvements. The British Golf Unions 
are now supporting a program of scientific 
investigations of turf at Bingley in York-
shire, England, There they have a perma-
nent staff of 23 members, with a large 
turf garden, where many series of experi-
ments are in progress. There is at pres-
ent no such support of turf improvement 
invert!gations in America. 

Aussie Amateurs Are Hoi—Gene Sara-
zen, after playing with numerous Aus-
tralian amateurs, on his latest trip to the 
Antipodes, believes Australia could pre-
sent an amateur team that would give 
the American Walker Cup team stifTer 
competition than the British Walker Cup 
teams have furnished. 
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