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HIGH school golf instruction provide^ an ideal answer to the problems of 
character-building and physical development with which the modern 

high schools' athletic directors have to contend, says Forrester W. (Pop) 
Pierce, veteran authority in New York 
state inter-scholastic athletics. Pierce 
has enlisted expert pro services for 
years in getting his own school golf 
teams to keep the Long Island high 
school competitive situation well un-
der control. 

Helen Hicks was one of the youngsters 
who first broke into golf prominence as a 
member of a high school golf team hailing 
f rom Pop's bailiwick. The amateur boy 
s ta rs t ha t first took a keen interest in 
competitive golf as a result of Pop's push, 
are legion. Many of them now are mem-
bers of first grade private clubs. 

He Pioneered 
High School Instruction 

Pioneering high school golf in his section 
was a job tha t Pierce found tougher than 
the promotion of any other division of 
school athletics. He a t t r ibutes the success 
of his teams and the grea t growth of golf 
interest to the whole-hearted cooperation 
of certain Long Island professionals. 
Other high school sports have had their 
coaching developed by athletic directors 
and facul ty members until the general 
s tandard of high school football, basket-
ball, baseball and track coaching now is 
higher than was the collegiate s tandard 
fifteen years ago. 

But golf had to depend fo r its introduc-
tion into high schools on the vision and 
energy of professionals who were enlisted 
by school physical educators. 

Jack Mackie, who has been Pierce's golf 
confidant and chief counselor fo r years, in-
troduced us to this high school golf en-
thusias t and authority. 

Fo r three hours we listened to Pop pop-
off about the function, operation and pos-
sibilities fo r golf in high schools, and the 
guy never repeated himself. Any pro who 
has the slightest doubt about golf being 
due fo r a tremendous f u t u r e via the high 
school promotion route ought to listen to 
Pierce, who is a fellow who knows what 
he's ta lking about. He also knows the pro 

side of the situation because of his f re -
quent and long acquaintance with a num-
ber of the soundest professionals on Long 
Island. 

Pop, when he was an active competitor 
in athletics and in the earlier stages of 
his coaching career, was known as Pep. 
His husky family roster accounts fo r the 
change in the nick-name. Pop knows 
kids, he knows physical education and he 
knows the golf problem in high schools. 
He is positively of the conviction tha t golf 
in high schools, if properly attended to by 
professionals, will mean an extension of 
revenue tha t pros now would consider only 
a beaut iful dream. 

"But ," Pierce reminds, "it 's something 
tha t the pros will have to plan and work 
out instead of leaving the development 
entirely to the school authorities. If the 
pros miss this and the schools take the 
initiative in hir ing pros, it shouldn't be a 
surprise to professional golfers when the 
pro group wakes up and finds tha t schools 
have established the habit of get t ing 
merely a reasonably good pro instructor 
for as little money as possible. The pros 
have to step into the present situation 
and establish the principle of employing 
recognized pro tu tors at fitting salaries, 
fo r this sport. 

Golf Teaching 
Is Different 

"Golf instruction differs f rom the edu-
cational work in most other sports. In 
golf the instruction has to be general be-
cause every kid who is not seriously handi-
capped physically can, and should, have 
golf tuition. In other sports the candi-
dates quickly make evident na tura l and 
somewhat ra re physical qualifications. 
Therefore the coach begins with some 
promising material . Af t e r a good many 
years of high school athletic coaching I 
know what a coaching problem the golf 
pro has with his adult and junior pupils. 



ASK OLD CLUBS FOR KIDS 
In May, pros will receive a poster for 

shop display inviting members to contrib-
ute their old clubs for use by youngsters. 

Clubs turned in will be recondit ioned 
by the pros and given f r ee t o school kids 
who are in golf classes, or to caddies who 
do not have golf clubs. 

This deta i l of the PROmotion plan has 
been suggested and approved by pro au-
thorities who see in the campa ign a defi-
nite impetus to more golf by youngsters, 
and pulling out of the market old clubs 
that are gett ing to be used too much as 
bargaining levers for t rade-in allowances. 

The old clubs in most cases are so ob-
solete and well-used tha t they have no 
actual trade-in value. However, the t rade-
in allowance evil in some sectors has been 
growing to the extent t ha t pros recognize 
it must be retarded or net profit will 
slump from club sales. 

" A n y pro who is a f r a i d to take pa r t in 
high school golf promotion because he f e a r s 
the h igh school athletic directors may even-
tual ly cut into his field, or t h a t new pros 
may be developed f r o m the r a n k s of high 
school s tudents , implies t h a t his profession 
is easy to master . Reluctance to take 
p a r t in high school golf development, on 
t h a t basis, doesn't iden t i fy such a profes-
sional as one who can do the kids much 
good, if he feels tha t his kind of golf tuition 
is something tha t could be learned by high 
school coaches or facu l ty members , quickly 
and competently, a s an addition to the 
o ther dut ies of the school man or woman. 

"Such a n a t t i tude does not show the 
intel lectual calibre necessary to make a 
success of golf ins t ruct ion in schools. 

" I have watched the pros who have 
t ra ined high school kids real ly take these 
youngsters , and through the grace of golf 
solve problems in behavior and a t t i tude 
t ha t have baffled many educators and 
pa ren t s . 

For Show-Offs 
Golf Is Great 

" T a k e the youngster who is a show-off 
a t wild dr iving or dr inking, f o r instance. 
In most cases this youngs ter is physically 
deficient. His impert inences and exhibi-
t ionism a r e reflexes of an in fe r io r i ty com-
plex. He never ge ts the t ingle of applause 
o r even of wholesome and limited notoriety 
tha t comes to the high school athlete. He 
doesn't compete because he is a f r a i d of 
invidious comparisons. 

"You can ' t get t ha t kid into football , 

baseball , basketball , swimming, boxing, 
wrest l ing, t rack or field sports, bu t you 
can get him into golf and because of go l f ' s 
handicap system and its requi rement of 
disciplined, coordinated exercise of muscle 
r a t h e r than a demand f o r weight, s t r eng th 
and speed, t ha t kid gets a chance to shine 
and win something, even if i t 's a match in 
a t en th flight team match. 

"Physical education authori t ies all over 
the country have seen hundreds of thou-
sands of cases of youngsters such as the 
typical instance I have described. Men 
and women in our field probably have a 
keener appreciat ion of wha t golf can do 
fo r the younger generat ion than do the 
pros, a l though in my own experience I 
have been extremely f o r t u n a t e in hav ing 
been associated wi th a pro group hav ing 
fo res igh t and a clear conception of go l f ' s 
physical and mental education values. 

"To the professional golfers who have 
t aken an in teres t in pu t t ing golf into 
high schools, the t hanks of leaders in 
physical education, and, in f a c t in every 
phase of jun ior education is due. 

"Eventua l ly , if the pro group a s a 
whole arises to the opportunit ies in th is 
field, we will see an expansion of golf 
never before considered possible in the 
Uni ted States , and a consequent increase 
of qualified professional employment op-
por tuni t ies and earn ings . There is a ve ry 
logical possibility of pro gol fer e a rn ings 
and employment securi ty, f a r ahead of 
t h a t now seen in college football, bu t it is 
the professionals ' job to see t h a t school 
author i t ies themselves a re educated to the 
job t h a t golf can do fo r the youngs te rs 
and the nation. 

Sarazen to Visit Schools—Gene Sarazen 
this year is continuing golf lectures and 
demonst ra t ions a t p rep schools and uni-
versit ies. The Roving Roman began this 
work in earnest about four years ago and 
now is in keen demand a t inst i tut ions of 
the h igher learning. He opens a t the T a f t 
school, May 7, and will be at Colgate May 
7, Swar thmore May 11 and Princeton May 
12, in. ge t t ing his school schedule under 
way. 

Metro. GA Cans Stymie—With the sanc-
tion of the USGA, the Metropolitan Golf 
assn. this season will not play s tymies in 
i t s events. At the end of the year a 
repor t on the effect of the temporary rul-
ing will be sent the USGA to assist the 
l a t t e r body in i ts current invest igation 
rega rd ing the stymie. 




