
evens TURF WEAR 
C. Kent Bradley, superintendent of Passaic County G. Cse, 
Paterson, N. J., describes his system of changing cups and tee-plates 

MO D E R N golf course supervis ion requires constant v igi lance in regard 
to maintenance habits. Today's path m a y lead into a future rut. Set-

t ing cups and tee markers in habitual spot s causes turf wear, soil compact ion 
and kindred turf troubles. I t is im-
practical mere ly to order cups and • 
markers m o v e d a good distance away 
from the present vicinity. Of ten it is 
impossible for the busy superintend-
ent to se lect and mark the spot on 
each green. A sys tem of proper ro-
tation therefore prevents s o m e areas 
receiving more wear than others. 

At my course, 1,000 players a week on 
27 holes have caused little if any notice-
able wear around cup areas. This is 
largely due to spreading the play over the 
entire put t ing surface. Greens average 
6,000 square feet. Grass tees are about 
5,000 square feet (70 by 72). Banks are 
long flat slopes to permit fa i rway ma-
chinery to keep growth down. When nec-
essary, current teeing areas are cut with 
smaller mowers. Such tees, while larger, 

actually cost less to maintain than small 
ones which require much hand work. Clay 
tees were abolished, by popular request. 

The course is divided into maintenance 
sections. In each maintenance section 
shanty, a guide chart is posted for the 
greensmen, similar to the one that ac-
companies this article. This system may 
appear complicated at first glance, but 
those who appreciate real craftsmanship in 
maintenance, soon realize its value for 
general use. Greensmen learn the system 
very quickly. 

Each morning before leaving mainte-
nance headquarters, the men check on the 
day's location number. They refer to the 
chart before changing cups. At tees, they 
refer to numbers marked on benches tha t 

SECTION A SECTION B SECTION C SECTION D 

TEES 
REFER TO IACH TEE BENCH FOR MARKER LOCATION 

Rotat ion of cup and tee -p la te locat ions v a r y w i t h each section. A section encompasses con-
venient ly a d j a c e n t holes, not necessar i ly f r o m the same nine. Th is gives v a r i e t y to the holes as 

t h e y are played in r e g u l a r order . 



indicate m a r k e r set t ings. The reason fo r 
this being t h a t a tee may be in one sec-
tion while the green of the same hole is 
in ano the r section. 

Each greensman s t a r t s wi th location 
number one, and continues in rotat ion a t 
each changing, according to the greens 
char t f o r his section only. If he is t rans-
f e r r ed to another section, he r e f e r s to that 
section's qhart . Normal ly , only eight lo-
cations a r e used on greens and tees, num-
ber nine a rea being reserved f o r tourna -
ment or special event play. The center of 
the greens usually receive most traffic, be-
ing the axis of most p u t t i n g lines. 

When cups are located a t t he f r o n t of 
greens, ma rk e r s a re located a t the r e a r 
of tees. Hole ya rdage is kept near ly con-
s tan t , regardless of daily cup and m a r k e r 
location number . In order to avoid play-
ing down one side of f a i r w a y , tee markers 
a re located on the opposite side to t h a t 
of the cup on the green. 

Note t h a t location numbers a r e different 
fo r each section. Each section is made up 
of greens f r o m sepa ra te di f ferent nines. 
Only one section has a s m a n y as seven 
holes of one course included. P lay is t hus 
var ied by different cup location within 
each section, each nine holes, each tee, and 
each day of the week. 

Men a r e instructed to locate cups at 
least 12 f ee t in on close mowed pu t t ing 
a r e a s ; tee ma rk e r s mus t be 12 to 16 fee t 
a p a r t . If an old p lug shows in a location, 
the new p l u g is cut a t leas t 6 fee t away 
f r o m it . If the old teeing a r e a is not en-
t i re ly healed, the marke r s a r e two paces 
ahead of it. Local rule is to tee up be-
tween markers , not within two club lengths 
behind m a r k e r s a s is U S G A rules. No 
cup is placed on ridge or slope. If cup 
edge is broken between schedule changes, 
a new hole is cut in the same vicinity, but 
a t least 6 fee t away, f r o m the cu r r en t cup. 
When a green or tee ha s been closed fo r 
topdressing, etc., location numbers a re 
skipped and thus kept on schedule with 
o ther tees and greens sections. 

Ohio Greenkeepers Organize State-Wide 
Body; Boyd Elected as Leader 

/ ^ H I O greenkeepers ga thered in Mans-
field on March 15 and organized a new 

state-wide association. The name chosen for 
the new organizat ion was the "Ohio Assn. 
of Golf Course Super intendents ." Officers 
elected were Don Boyd, P o r t a g e CC, Akron, 

pres . ; Lawrence Huber, Wyandot te CC, 
Columbus, vice-pres., and A. L. Waterbury , 
Congress Lake CC, Canton, secy-treas. 
Three directors were also elected: Mai 
MacLaren, Canterbury CC, Cleveland; 
Mack Burke, Arl ington CC, Columbus, and 
L. J . Merri t t , Sylvania CC, Toledo. 

Purpose of the new association is to 
b r ing together all golf course superinten-
dents of the s t a t e who are members of 
the NAGA, into one large s t rong body 
which will be able to put on educational 
and recreational p rograms of meri t . An 
endeavor will be made to br ing speakers 
of national repute in the golfing world 
to these programs. The members will have 
the opportuni ty to inspect and also play 
the outs tanding courses of the s ta te . 
Golfing championship contests will be held. 
Meet ings will be held every third Mon-
day, every other month of the year . 

The program a t the Canterbury Club on 
May 17 will consist of an equipment 
demonstra t ion and an inspection of the 
tu r f garden under the guidance of Dr. 
Montieth. La t e r in the day the members 
will proceed to the Manakiki Club, where 
a t dinner they will be addressed by such 
well known figures in the realm of golf 
as Herb Graffis, Chic Evans, Dr. Montieth 
and 0 . J . Noer. 

Michigan-Border Cit ies Greensmen Wi l l 
Hereafter Be Superintendents 

j y j I C H I G A N and Border Cities Green-
keepers Association will he rea f t e r be 

known as the Michigan and Border Cities 
Golf Course Superintendents , it was de-
cided at the annual meeting and election 
of officers March 22. This move follows 
r ight in line with o ther s ta te and sectional 
greenkeepers groups either changing or 
contemplat ing the change of the fo rmer 
name of "g reenkeeper" to some name 
which implies a l i t t le more dignity and 
professional ra t ing . 

Officers of the association fo r 1937 a r e : 
President , John Gray, Essex CC, Windsor, 
Canada ; V. Pres. , J a m e s Proven, Orchard 
Lake CC; Sec'y-Treas. , David Kennedy, 
Bi rmingham, Mich. Herb Shave, Willie 
Smith , and B. Bur t r and were appointed to 
the advisory board. 

Herb repor ts greens and f a i rways in 
the distr ict came through the winter in 
good shape and t h a t he is now busy a t 
Oakland Hills ge t t ing things in order f o r 
the National Open nex t month. 




