
f e a t u r e added to the control. I t will then 
cost a dime per t r ip, whe the r for one man 
or a ea r fu l . He explains t h a t this will 
pay fo r the actual up-keep and amort iza-
tion of the equipment. And, by the way, 
the total cost, including equipment , ma-
ter ia ls and labor, was $700. 

In addit ion to the au tomat ic brake on 
the winch, there is also ano the r sa fe ty 
f ea tu r e , consisting of a heavy t imber sus-
pended under the car. The f r o n t end is 
hinge mounted and the r e a r end is sup-
ported by a runne r on the cable. If the 
cable is slackened an undue amount , the 
r e a r end of the t imber is lowered until it 
engages a tie, on the pr inciple of a r a t -
chet. When the cable is t ightened, it is 
l i f ted up again . 

Twin Ci ty Turf Bosses Look Into Labor 
Problem, Suggest Cure 

J p O R T Y green-chairmen and greenkeepers 
of clubs in the St . Pau l and Minne-

apolis distr icts met March 2 to discuss 
the course labor situation, which like many 
other labor supply and wage problems, is 
becoming acute in the Twin Cities. The 
session was summarized in the following 
suggest ions which were sent to officials 
and greenkeepers of all clubs in the 
d i s t r ic t : 

We the undersigned being a committee 
appointed a t a joint meet ing of the Minne-
sota Greenkeepers association, in addition 
to Green-Committee chairmen f rom sev-
eral clubs, and our committee having been 
ins t ructed to offer suggest ions per ta in ing 
to golf course maintenance problems, re-
spect fu l ly offer the fol lowing recommenda-
tions : 

F I R S T . The f ac t t ha t course workmen 
have but a six month season f o r work on 
the average and tha t t hey have always 
found i t difficult to find jobs dur ing the 
winter , we believe to be one of the m a j o r 
problems of golf clubs. We feel t ha t each 
club should A C C E P T the responsibil i ty of 
finding work fo r the i r employees dur ing 
the win te r months, so t h a t t hey and the i r 
fami l ies can live proper ly th roughou t the 
whole year . We find t h e ave rage year ly 
e a r n i n g f o r maintenance men to be f r o m 
$600 to $700. This is a deplorable condi-
tion and m u s t be corrected. 

SECOND. We find some clubs a re pay-
ing an hour ly wage below the present cost 
of l iving; we recommend to correct this 
t ha t a universal minimum r a t e of 40 cents 
per h o u r f o r a nine-hour day and 45 cents 
per hour f o r an e ight-hour day be main-

tained, providing however, t ha t inexperi-
enced men be required to work f o r one 
season at a sl ightly lower ra te . 

T H I R D . We feel t h a t thought should be 
given to some sor t of a bonus system, 
which might fit in with the problems of 
an individual club. 

F O U R T H . We believe all chairmen of 
green-committees should hold themselves 
r eady to respond to the call of the Minne-
sota Greenkeepers association f o r meet-
ings, and t ha t i t be the responsibili ty of 
such chairmen to see tha t a suitable sub-
s t i tu te a t tends in the event he personally 
cannot . 

F I F T H . We believe t ha t the green-
keepers efforts of s tudy to make them-
selves more valuable be continued, and 
tha t every means available to f u r t h e r t h a t 
end be used, and t h a t all clubs cooperate 
to the i r utmost in th is mat ter . 

S IXTH. We believe the USGA should 
be asked to t r a i n and finance an able man, 
whose duties would be to t ravel continu-
ously th roughout the country giving ad-
vice and helps to all golf clubs in connec-
tion with golf course maintenance. 

Ames PWA Course Has Experts Close 
at Hand 

J O W A STATE college soon will open its 
excellent 18-hole course at Ames, de-

signed by Perry- Maxwell and constructed 
largely with PWA money. George Veenker 
is athlet ic director a t the school. P . H. 
Elwood is consulting landscape archi tect . 

The course will have considerable in ter-
est to the golf field because it is the first 
one of the new layouts to be installed a t a 
school where greenkeeping short courses 
a r e fea tured . The Iowa State courses, en-
gineered by V. T. Stoutemyer in coopera-
tion with the Iowa Greenkeepers Assn., 
a lways have been valuable and practical 
af fa i rs . 

Aussie Greensmen Complain—Miscella-
neous Workers Union requested f rom the 
Queensland Industr ia l Court tha t Aus t r a -
lian golf course laborers wages should be 
increased to $21 a week; tha t holidays 
should be increased f rom 6 to 21 working 
days per annum; and tha t employment of 
youths on golf courses should be banned. 

A T a recent directors ' meeting of the 
Medinah CC (Chicago dis t r ic t ) 20 

membership applications were accepted. 
Of these, 13 never had played golf. It 
looks like another golf boom is beginning. 




