MARCH, 1937
THE MEN BEHIND THE SCENERY

By AL SCHARDT

They write about the amateur, print pic-
tures of the pro,

But the man you seldom hear about 1is
there to run the show.

They never think to praise him when they
get a perfect lie,

But when they miss a ten-foot putt they
seream, “What ails that guy?”’

They often don’t recall his name, to know
what's on his mind

Would still some comments caustic
explosions unrefined.

In the morning when you're sleeping and
playing great in dreams,

At work, and never thought of, is the man
who keeps the greens.

and

The slumbers of his patient self were
ruined for the night

As he laid awake and tried to plan his
watering just right.

He tossed and thought of grubs and weeds,
of costs and brown patch, too,

The greensman’s sure a lucky guy, with
nothing much to do.

OHN VAN KLEEK, golf authority who

is supt. of the New York Park Board’s
courses, makes a pertinent observation:

“The marvel of municipal golf course
management is that the courses can break
even, let alone show profits, when so many
players can buy season tickets for $10
and play as many as 150 rounds a season,
A little more than six cents a round for
golf privileges is America’s outstanding
bargain in sports.”

Pinehurst Influence to Be Found
on Many Courses

ALL the dope seems to mark Pinehurst
“® as the capital of American golf.
There’s no telling how many clubs were
organized in the early years of the twen-
tieth century by men who brought the
golf bug back to their homes from Pine-
hurst, but Donald Ross, presiding genius
of golf at the famed establishment in the
Carolina sandhills, has been architect of
600 courses, and that means the fine in-
fluence of Pinehurst is definitely on almost
one out of every seven courses of any
size in the United States.

Men in the advertising business, accord-
ing to Ross, were the biggest factors in
starting the golf boom. They’d come to
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PRIVACY THAT PAYS

A PAGE-fenced golf course attracts the highest
type of membership; develops revenues from
tournaments and exhibition play. PAGE
FENCE means privacy that pays.

Mail the PAGE “‘quick-mail’’ coupon from
this issue for complete information about
PAGE golf fence and name of nearest PAGE
FENCE distributor.

PAGE FENCE ASSOCIATION
Dept. G3
Bridgeport, Connecticut
America’s First Wire Fence—Since 1883

Answer above ad with QUICKMAIL No. 25

It+'s ready for you—

DAVIS

1937 CATALOG

A complete buying guide—

arranged to give quick,

golf

course and park maintenance

you

definite information on

equipment and supplies.

will be

promptly upon request.

Your copy mailed

GEO. A. DAVIS, Inc.
5440 Northwest Highway
Telephone Avenue 6130
CHICAGO

Order your copy by
QUICKMAIL
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A POPULAR SWIM POOL

contains water that is actually “pure enough to
drink”—water that is crystal-clear and kept in

circulation by continuous passing through a
purifying unit. Graver Units have given de-
pendable service for many years in some of the
country’s outstanding pools, They are easy and
economical to operate, long lived.

If you are planning a pool, get the informative
Graver book on Design, Construction and Opera-
tion of Modern Pools, sent free on request.

GRAVER TANK & MFG. CO.. Inc.
New York, N. Y. East Chicago, Ind.
Chicago, IiL Catasauqua, Pa.

RAVE

GOLFDOM

Pinehurst and leave with the determina-
tion to see that their home towns got

| golf courses. Ross came to Pinehurst in
| 1900, when the golf course was a make-

shift layout that had hacked from the
pines a couple of years previously. In

| 1899 he had established what is believed

| supplied with khaki

to be the first American indoor golf school.
It was at the Boston Athletic association
and it was there he became acquainted
with Richard Tufts, sr.,, founder of Pine-
hurst.

In 1901 the Pinehurst caddies were
uniforms and leg-
gings, probably the first caddie uniforms
in golf. The Pinehurst caddie has become
quite a character in American golf and
the Pinehurst caddie quarters at Taylor-
ville is the one village in the country that
depends on golf for its existence. There
are about 500 negroes living in Taylor-
ville. It is named after Demus Taylor,
who died several years ago at the age
of 104. Old Demus was the dean of the
caddies, having attached himself to Ross
as bodyguard and caddie top-sergeant
when Ross came to Pinehurst. Demus—
whose name Ross believes was originally

in America,

OF AMERICA.

ARE YOU A GREENKEEPER?

A statistical survey shows that there are at least 5,100 golf courses
More than half of the greenkeepers employed on
these courses have the experience and possess the ability to
qualify them to successfully pass the requirements for member-

ship in the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF GREENKEEPERS

Are You a Member of the N.A.G.A?—If Not, Why Not?

This great organization must carry on, to right the wrongs that exist in our
profession at the present time. It needs the cooperation of every green-
keeper in the profession.

JOIN NOW!

ADD YOUR WEIGHT to the growing momentum which is steadily carrying
the objects and aims of this organization onward. Don’t feel that it is not
necessary for you to become a member. The United States of America
stands out as an example of what UNITY and COOPERATION means.
NO MAN GOES FORW ARD WHOSE EYES ARE CLOSED OR WHO DOES
NOT HEAR.

Unite with your brothers of the greenkeeping profession for its elevation,
for education, for fraternalism, for success in your chosen line of endeavor.

FOR INFORMATION REGARDING MEMBERSHIP WRITE:
A. L. Brandon, Secretary, St. Charles Country Club, St. Charles, I,
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Nicodemus — claimed to have been sold
five times as a slave.

Demus used to claim that life had
treated him pretty well. He saw the south
as a stud in slavery days and was well
fed and treated by masters who rated him
as a good investment. The time between
emancipation and the beginning of Pine-
hurst wasn’t any golden age for Demus,
but he used to tell Donald Ross that being
black boss of the Pinehurst caddies was
an ideal way for a talented man to round
out a career.

IN obtaining soil samples for testing

don’'t take samples from the tops or
bottoms of slopes; such samples won’t be
representative.

GREENKEEPERS' CONVENTION

(Continued from page 31)

applications of lead arsenate in topdress-
ing.

Slides showing operations in growing
seed of golf course grasses were used by
H. F. A. North of the Green Section who
gave a helpful address on seed selection
and buying. The North address will ap-
pear in a later issue of GOLFDOM, as it
contains much information on grass seed
production methods that the greenkeeper
will want to consider in buying.

Concluding the educational conference
was a turf watering forum at which pap-
ers from successful greenkeepers in vari-
ous sectors were presented. A large chart
showing annual precipitation in inches and
by months in different major cities was
displayed on the speakers’ platform.
Lengthier reports of these watering com-
ments will appear later in GoOLFDOM.
Speakers and high spots of this interest-
ing feature of the program follow:

Clarence W. Hazlett, pres. of Southern
California Greenkeepers’ Assn.: Areas
with underlying sandstone ledges require
special attention and heavy watering. If
they are high, there is danger of over-
watering adjacent lower areas. Must be
alert to weather and atmospheric changes.
Each green a different watering problem
every day. Use water cautiously during
hot weather.

J. L. Haines, Denver CC: Winter evapo-
ration brings courses into spring with soil
dried out and root system in poor con-
dition. Hence, soak course in fall through
vitrified sewer pipes to which, at outlets,

T
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Championship Golf

requires

Championship Turf

Send for our valuable
reference book—FREE
"GOLF TURF"

Famous Courses Using

"GRASS SEED of KNOWN QUALITY"

Baltusrol Golf Club, Short Hills, N, J.
NATIONAL OPEN 1936
Garden City Golf Club, Garden City, N, Y.
NATIONAL AMATEUR 1936
Canoe Brook Country Club, Summit, N, J.
WOMEN'S OPEN 1936
Pine Valley Country Club, Clementon, N. J.
WALKER CUP MATCHES 1936
Pittsburgh Field Club, Pittsburgh, Pa.
P. G. A, CHAMPIONSHIP 1937
Ridgewood Country Club, Ridgewood, N.J.
RYDER CUP MATCHES 1935

Write for Prices on Grass Seed

S §lltee

SPECIALISTS IN GOLF GRASS SEEDS,
FERTILIZERS AND EQUIPMENT

132-138 Church St. NEW YORK
Answer above ad with QUICKMAIL No. 8

Do your members represent only

HALF fh.e family?
A "GUNITE" POOL

will complete the family
®

Even the most skeptical club officials now
concede the value of a swimming pool for
increasing club membership. But that’s not
the whole story—it will bring out the en-
tire family, which means greater interest in
the club and more revenue in its coffers.

What does a good
swimming pool cost?

“Gunite” is the answer to that question.
Heavily reinforced “Gunite™ is applied with
the “Cement Gun’ against earth as a back-
ing. This new, and better method is eco-
nomical, and the density and water-resistani
character of “Gunite” assures minimum
maintenance cost.

Write us for full details.

CEMENT GUN CO.

ALLENTOWN, PA.






