
that day began to realize that we had to 
determine a few facts about turf produc-
tion. The organization of the Green Sec-
tion of the IJSGA was the first construc-
tive move toward efficient course mainte-
nance. The men in charge of turf re-
search began to dig. They got some 
facts. They passed them on to the bank-
and law-trained chairmen who became "au-
thorities" on the subject. Other chairmen 
began to realize that becoming "authori-
ties" meant lots of study and practical ap-
plication of facts gleaned by the research 
men. 

They didn't have the time to become 
"authorities." They passed this business 
on to the greenkeeper, and at that point 
the sun poked up over the horizon. Then 
in due time we entered the depression pe-
riod with a bang. Budgets were slashed 
and even rich golfers were wondering 
how long they would be able to pay the 
golf bill. It was a real problem that might 
have ruined the game. It did ruin a lot 
of top-heavy clubs. 

Greenkeepers 
Were Prepared 

Here the greenkeeper came into his 
own. The torch was tossed to him, and it 
was hot to the end of the handle. We 
didn't have much money, but we did pro-
duce better golf courses. We had quietly 
trained ourselves to meet the emergency. 
We formed local and national associations 
prior to the test, and these associations 
enabled us to exchange ideas and experi-
ences. We avoided costly experiments 
and methods. We carried the torch. 

To demonstrate how well that torch has 
been carried, pick up a groundkeeper's re-
port to his chairman covering any year 
since 1932. Hand weeding has disap-
peared as an item of expense. Craters and 
shell holes are memories. Fungi are 
controlled by preventive measures, not 
by resodding. Fairways are properly wa-
tered and fertilized, and reseeding is rare. 
Scores are low, owing to the splendid con-
dition of courses. Much thought and time 
is devoted to beautifying and landscaping 
courses. Yet the amounts spent yearly 
for maintenance operations are less than 
they were 10 to 15 years ago. 

The modern golf course standard of 
maintenance did not just grow. It did not 
reach the present high standard simply be-
cause some research work was done and 
scientific facts were determined. It reached 
the present standard because of the con-
stant efforts of the greenkeepers to ap-

ply in a practical manner the facts de-
termined. It is possible to maintain on 
our present standards because the green-
keeper insisted on better equipment, bet-
ter fertilizers and chemicals, better 
knowledge of fundamentals, better count-
ing systems and better management. 

Manufacturers cooperated with the 
greenkeepers and brought out equipment, 
fertilizers and chemicals that meet our 
specific demands. Short courses for green-
keepers have become an annual event at 
several leading colleges. Equipment shows 
and educational conferences have been 
sponsored annually by the National As-
sociation of Greenkeepers. Experimental 
work by the Green Section has been 
carried on because of the greenkeepers' 
insistence. 

NAGA Should 
Be Larger Body 

We haven't had much credit for our 
work. As a professional organization our 
National Association of Greenkeepers is 
not as large as it should be. Too many 
club officials do not realize what we have 
done. They have not considered the part 
that the greenkeepers have played in 
bringing golf through the depression, 
and bringing it through in a vastly su-
perior standard so far as maintenance con-
ditions are concerned. 

Many chairmen of green committees 
and many golfers are ready and willing to 
help us if they knew our problems. We 
cannot and should not expect technical 
advice from chairmen and other golfers. 
Club officials can best assist us in carry-
ing on by insisting that their greenkeep-
ers belong to local and national organiza-
tions, and then making it possible for 
their greenkeepers to get the most out of 
these organizations. Too many green-
keepers are not financially able to pay 
dues and traveling expenses to meetings. 
When golf club officials will insist upon 
placing in their budgets an ample amount 
to take care of the greenkeepers' associa-
tion dues and traveling expenses, golf 
maintenance will go on to still higher 
standards. 

Managers Asked for Ideas—Club man-
agers with suggestions for the program 
of the eleventh annual convention of the 
Club Managers Assn. of America to be 
held at Louisville, Feb. 16, 17, 18, are in-
vited to send suggestions to J. Fred 
Smith, secretary of the organization, Uni-
versity club, Columbus, O. 


