
COLLEGES ANNOUNCE SHORT COURSES 

AMONG informed and experienced golf club officials there is a firm con-
viction that the time and money greenkeepers have spent in their edu-

cational work has been tremendously valuable in bringing golf courses 
through the depression. Such au-
thorities as Gordon Anderson of # 
those famous plants at Seaview in 
New Jersey and Boca Raton in Flo-
rida, and D. W. Driggs, green-chair-
man at Wilshire, Los Angeles, re-
cently paid tribute to greenkeepers' 
educational activities in statements 
that should be given thought by club 
officials, what with college short 
course sessions in greenkeeping due 
for renewal early in 1937. 

Anderson recently said: "Greenkeepers 
in the Philadelphia district hold monthly 
meetings and I have had the pleasure of 
attending a number of them. I am con-
vinced that the day a month these men 
spend away from their clubs, playing and 
inspecting other courses and seriously dis-
cussing their problems af ter dinner is one 
of the best investments made by and for 
a club." 

D. W. Driggs, in the Wilshire Club 
News is quoted: "I had the pleasure of 
being present at a recent meeting of the 
Greenkeepers Association of Southern 
California. It was a revelation to see to 
the extent our greenkeepers are going to 
gain the knowledge necessary to perfect 
playing conditions of our golf courses. 
The thought came to me of how little the 
average golfer knows of this work the 
greenkeepers are doing. My sympathy 
is with the greenkeepers who must get 
some terrible headaches as well as some 
good laughs from the advice and recom-
mendations we golfers offer them." 

Seven States 
Conduct Short Courses 

Short courses and conferences are con-
ducted by state colleges in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
Plans for 1937 sessions have not been 
completed by Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
although the courses will be held as usual 
early in the year. Rhode Island conducts 
its session during the summer although 
field work and close contact with green-

keepers is maintained throughout the 
year. 

The course at Massachusetts State 
college, Amherst, under the direction of 
Prof. Lawrence S. Dickinson goes into its 
eleventh year on January 4 and continues 
until the middle of March, closing with 
the annual recreational conference, March 
12, 13 and 14. The Massachusetts 
course is a rather advanced affair, being 
a course for greenkeepers and not one in 
greenkeeping ABC's. Already there is a 
large registration for the course, but there 
is room for a number of others if they have 
the qualifications. 

Total cost is: tuition, $10; registration, 
$5; and health' fee $1.50, making a total 
of $16.50. Room and board can be ob-
tained in Amherst for $10 a week. 

Those eligible are greenkeepers, pro-
greenkeepers, assistant greenkeepers, and 
anyone who has been brought up on a golf 
course and who is seriously intending to 
go into greenkeeping or is desirous of 
knowing about the greenkeeping profes-
sion as a help to his work. Says Prof, 
Dickinson: 

"We do take a few straight profession-
als because we like to have their ideas in 
the class and because those that we take 
are anxious to know about greenkeeping 
—not to get the pro-greenkeepers job— 
but to become better professionals. We 
do not make greenkeepers, and so no one 
is admitted to the course who has not had 
a considerable amount of practical experi-
ence on a golf course. Each application 
must be signed by a greenkeeper and the 
chairman of the green-committee." 

Details of the Massachusetts course 
are contained in the Winter Short Course 
number of the State College Bulletin, 
which may be obtained from R. H. Ver-
beck, director of short courses, MSC, 
Amherst, Mass. 

Pennsylvania State college at State 
College, Pa., will hold its 1937 annual 
short course for greenkeepers February 
1 to 20, inclusive. An intensive study for 
eight hours a day is made of the funda-



mental principles of soil fertility, grass 
propogation and identification, insect and 
disease control, drainage and irrigation, 
layout planning and plant materials, and 
cost accounting during the three week 
period of the course. 

A two day conference for greenkeepers 
of the state is held immediately following 
the short course. Students of the course 
attend the conference. 

Complete details of registration and 
costs may be secured by writing H. B. 
Musser of Pennsylvania State College. 

Rutgers University College of Agricul-
ture at New Brunswick, N. J . will hold 
the 1937 session of its excellent short 
course in turf management February 
15-20. Lectures are supplemented by 
class room discussions and by laboratory 
and field demonstration. Tuition to resi-
dents of New Jersey is free. There is a 
small registration fee for others. 

Complete details of the course and 
registration may be secured from Prof. 
Frank G. Helyar, Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick. 

At Michigan State college, East Lan-
sing, the annual eight week short course 
will be conducted f rom January 4 to 
March 5, concluding with a two day con-
ference for greenkeepers, chairman, com-
mittee members and pros on March 4 and 
5. Prof. C. E. Millar and James Tyson, 
assistant prof, in soils research, manage 
the course, with members of the college 
staff giving the majority of the lectures 
and several noted authorities as guest 
lecturers. Dr. Carter Harrison, tech-
nician of high standing in the golf field, 
is a newcomer to the Michigan State staff 
and will figure in the 1937 short course. 
Fee for the course is $5 and club dues $2. 

Among staff members who handle the 
short course at Michigan State, and their 
fields, are: 

Prof. R. L. Hutson, insects; Dr. Ray 
Nelson, grass and flower diseases; Dr. 
J . H. Muncie, grass diseases; Prof. Forest 
Strong, tree diseases; Prof. Karl Dressel, 
trees and tree surgery; Prof. C. E. Wildon, 
floriculture; Prof. J . W. Stack, birds, 
animals, earthworms, etc; Dr. Carter 
Harrison, grasses; Prof. O. E. Robey, 
drainage and irrigation, and James Tyson, 
soils and fertilizers. 

At the short courses, sectional meetings 
and national Greenkeeper Association 
meetings it is conservatively estimated 
that greenkeepers invest about $50,000 a 
year of their own money for the good of 
their clubs. In too few instances does a 

club allow its greenkeeper his expenses 
at these educational affairs, although such 
expenses are a proper and highly profit-
able budget item. It is due to extensive 
use greenkeepers have made of these short 
courses, with the expert contributions of 
science and research by earnest staff men 
of colleges, the steady schedule of green-
keepers' meetings, and the constant help-
ful contact in person and by mail of the 
USGA Green Section, that the nation's 
golf courses have come through the de-
pression in amazingly fine shape con-
sidering the limitations of budgets and 
the troubles f rom weather and insects. 

Praises Minnesota Greensmen; 
His Chairman Is OK, Too 

(JHARLES ERICKSON, veteran green 
keeper of the famed Minikahda club 

at Minneapolis, surveys the situation in 
his territory: 

"Depression budgets did not affect us 
very much, as most clubs in this section 
have been in very good shape. We had 
the equipment and we do a little remod-
eling every year. We turn over one or 
two greens each year and have plenty of 
water for our fairways. We have suffered 
a little for lack of fertilizer, but this year 
we bought a carload. Our equipment is in 
good shape so there is no worry there. 
I have found, however, that some of the 
clubs in this section are putting in the 
latest equipment for fairway watering. 

"The greenkeepers here in the north-
west have done very well. They have 
kept up their courses in first-class shape. 
I commend especially the greenkeepers in 
the Twin Cities and we have had some 
pretty tough weather to contend with. 

"I feel that the greenkeeper and the 
green-chairman should work hand in hand 
with each other. I can give no better ex-
ample than in my own case. H. C. Mack-
all, who has been our chairman since Wm. 
F. Brooks passed away, has given me 
more cooperation than any other chair-
man could. We suggest to each other and 
work out our plans and troubles together. 
In other words, I suggest and he approves, 
and he suggests and I approve. Every-
thing runs smoothly when both chairman 
and greenkeeper can work together har-
moniously. 

"There really is no big problem at pres-
ent to work out for 1937 unless something 
unforseen happens. Due to the drought 
of the past two years in this section, we 
will need more fertilizer and water." 


