
FILLED UP 
Winter Membership Drive Based 

On Old Ideas, Arouses 
Town and Fills Roster 

By B R U N O M I N K L E Y 
( G o l f s A l i Baba) 

TJARNDEST thing I ever saw in the golf 
business, and I have seen a plenty, 

is the way the Corry (Pa.) CC filled up 
its membership during last winter and its 
pro, Tony Joy, kept busy enjoying him-
self and making some dough for himself 
and his club while the snow was thicker 
than a wrassler's head. 

I t was the old "suit club" idea applied to 
golf membership. I remember the idea 
because I used to pay my 50 cents a week 
and hope to be lucky and have my num-
ber drawn fo r a suit before I had gone 30 
weeks and paid in the ful l $15 fo r which 
I got a fine all-wool two-pants suit. But 
if the suit club idea has been used in golf 
before I never heard of it. 

Tony went around Corry, which is a live 
little town, selling the r ight folks chances 
on a golf club membership a t one dollar 
a week. Every Sunday af ternoon the ticket 
buyers and the club members met in the 
hotel lobby a t Corry and had the draw-
ing. If a fellow's number wasn ' t drawn 
before he had paid in $25, he got a mem-
bership anyway. 

The memberships were a t a bargain 
price for a darn nice club with a swell 
pro (a customer of mine), and with only 
a buck a week as the rap there were no 
suicides when a guy 's number wasn ' t 
drawn. 

I t got 100 new members, and it got the 
r ight kind of members—fellows who are 
live enough to take a chance and meet and 
enjoy each other in the winter as well as 
a t the golf club in the summer. I t was a 
sort of a spark plug idea to get the mem-
bership solicitation business going and get 
names on the dotted line. You know how 
it is with fellows about golf club member-
ships in the winter. They keep pu t t ing 
off and put t ing off and blowing their 
dough on other things so tha t when spring 
comes and they are kind of itchy to join 
up, the wife and kids need a couple of 
hundred dollars worth of clothes, so the 
guy says I guess I will pass it up fo r a 
while. 

Now a hundred members a t $25 is $2,500 
and it is something fo r a small club to 
s t a r t the year with $2,500 nice f r e sh dough 
in the kit ty. In the ordinary old way, they 

T h i s a d v e r t i s e m e n t appeared in D e t r o i t news-
papers a f t e r t h e close of t h e success fu l pub l i c 
gol f school conduc ted by t h e D e t r o i t News . 
I t ' s a f ine examp le of c o - o p e r a t i v e f o l l o w - u p 
of a p r o m o t i o n t h a t i n te res ted more t h a n 

8,000 in go l f . 

would work to beat hell t ry ing to sell f i f ty 
members a t $50, with a lot of hooie and 
hurry , hurry , hur ry neighbor, and the 
chances are they'll flop. But when you 
have a hundred of the r ight kind in a 
club you get action. With the club oper-
ated on a cash basis, as most smaller 
clubs are, you don't have any credit risks. 
A f t e r the boys are in and their families 
a re using the club and enjoying its social 
life and influence, they'll pay dues all 
r ight . 

I t is a g rand idea of Tony's, ge t t ing 
live fellows into a club, including some 
very fine younger men who haven' t much 
dough in a lump but who can carry their 
load going along. 

I think i t ' s something tha t will help 
many other smaller clubs, whether the idea 
is used in the summer or winter. 

Iowa 1937 Short Course—Iowa State 
College at Ames will hold i ts 1937 Green-
keepers ' conference on Monday and Tues-
day, March 1 and 2. 


