
S H O E P U B L I C I T Y T H R U LESSONS 
By FRED E. KUNKEL 

J ^ PLAN fo r increasing the popular i ty of 
golf and mak ing professional lessons 

available to all beginners and dubs a s well 
a s average players who seek to promote 
their game, was recently sponsored by 
The Wm. Hahn Shoe Company in Wash-
ington, D. C. I t offered a course of golf 
instruction f o r men and women, boys and 
gir ls , consisting of 6 th ree-quar te r hour 
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lessons a t the public golf courses, by pro-
fessional golf instructors . 

The only cost, a small enrollment fee of 
$1.75 which was charged to tes t sincerity 
of purpose, covered the fu l l six-lesson 
course as well as the use of all clubs, balls, 
tees and necessary equipment. Each pupil 
s igning up and paying the f ee could drive 
25 or more balls per lesson. The caddie 
fee was only 10c per lesson. 

There was nothing to buy and no obliga-
tion. Lesson appointments could be made 
fo r mornings , a f ternoons or evenings, with 
n ight hours available on the flood-lighted 
driving r ange a t Eas t Po tomac Park . The 
enrol lment fee was payable a t the t ime of 
enrol lment . No enrollments were accepted 
a t the golf courses but had to be made a t 
Hahn 's . 

The f e a t u r e was advert ised as fo r one 
week only and the first f o u r days found 
close to 300 enrolled. The idea proved so 
successful tha t it encouraged the store to 
continue the advert is ing first f o r ten days 
instead of a week only, and la te r this was 
extended two weeks, because, a t the end of 
ten days, 700 had enrolled and they were 
still coming. So popular was the idea t ha t 
there was s tanding room only in the Hahn 
store in the af ternoons. 

Golf clubs were placed around the re-
g is t ra t ion desk by the pros of the different 
courses who thus tied up with the store, 
which in tu rn promoted golf shoes and 
hose, and golf shoe repair ing, so tha t with 
a golf display in the store by the pros and 
a shoe-display a t the pro shop by the store, 
everybody was happy and there was 
mutual profit . 

While the interest of the campaign was 
largely centered in beginners or average 
dub players , the enrol lment was by no 
means res t r ic ted to t ha t class. Many aver-
age and even good players took advantage 
of the oppor tuni ty to enroll and learn more 
about golf or to per fec t the i r games. Most 
of the r eg i s t r an t s were women, who sud-
denly conceived the idea of learning the 
game a t l i t t le cost. Thus it prompted many 
who had golf in mind to actual ly s t a r t 
l ea rn ing the game fo r the first time. 

Out of the 700 reg i s t ran t s , 40 per cent 
had never played golf before . 
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Tlif only cost In * small enrollment Iee of 
»115, which 1« charged to tcct sincerity of 
purport ond fevers the full six-leraon course 
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