
Crescen t Ath le t ic Hami l ton Club, on Long Island, has plenty of a t t e n d a n c e at its model 
t r ap shoo t i ng and skee t field t h r o u g h o u t t he w in t e r . 

Proper Facilities Bring Play at 
Long Island Trap Layout 

ONE OF T H E f inest a n d m o s t m o d e r n 
t r a p s h o o t i n g l ayou t s of t h e E a s t is 
t h a t of t h e Cre scen t A t h l e t i c Hamil-

ton Club a t H u n t i n g t o n , L o n g I s land . W i t h 
the excep t ion of the s h e l t e r house , which 
was a l r e a d y on the s i te , t h e e n t i r e layout 
was in s t a l l ed l a s t y e a r a n d m e t wi th in-
s t a n t a n e o u s p a t r o n a g e f r o m t h e shoot ing 
e l e m e n t in t h e c lub 's m e m b e r s h i p . On 
a v e r a g e days , wi th no e v e n t on t he pro-
gram, t h e a t t e n d a n c e r u n s in the neigh-
borhood of 10 shoo te r s . Spec ia l days , w h e n 
n o n - m e m b e r s a r e inv i ted , 50 or more 
s p o r t s m e n f r e q u e n t l y p a r t i c i p a t e . 

As can be obse rved in t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g 
pho tograph , t a k e n a t t he t i m e of t he c lub 's 
c los ing shoo t las t sp r i ng a n d f u r n i s h e d 
GOLFDOM by P e t e r J . Coll ins , c h a i r m a n 
of C r e s c e n t Ath le t i c ' s t r a p s h o o t i n g com-
mi t t ee , t he layout c o n s i s t s of t h r e e 
s t r a i g h t t r a p s and a s k e e t field. The s i te 
is b e t w e e n t h e club 's two golf cou r se s and 

is conven ien t ly loca ted wi th r e f e r e n c e to 
t h e c lubhouse . 

A t t h e t ime t he p h o t o g r a p h was t a k e n , 
t h e s k e e t field was n o t be ing used ; i n s t ead , 
two squads a r e s h o o t i n g s t r a igh t t r a p s . 
T h e t h i r d t r ap , in t h e f a r backg round , is 
idle. T h e un ive r sa l appea l of t r a p s h o o t -
ing is ind ica ted by t h e p re sence of t w o 
w o m e n a t t h e f o u r t h a n d fifth s t a t i o n of 
t h e squad in t h e fo r eg round , and t he y o u n g 
boy who is shoo t ing a s a m e m b e r of t h e 
o t h e r squad . I n t e r e s t in see ing t h e clay 
b i rds s m a s h e d is a l so a p p a r e n t in t he l a rge 
ga l l e ry sea t ed in f r o n t of t he she l t e r house . 

C r e s e n t Ath le t i c ' s t r a p s h o o t i n g l ayou t 
w a s financed pa r t l y by subsc r ip t ion a n d 
p a r t l y by e a r n i n g s on t he shoot ing. T h e 
c lub c h a r g e s 3c p e r sho t , two c e n t s of 
wh ich is for t h e b i rd a n d one cent is f o r 
pr izes . A profi t of a b o u t 12c is m a d e on 
e a c h box of 25 she l l s sold. T h a t t h i s sma l l 
prof i t can run in to f a i r figures is i nd i ca t ed 



by the empty car tons and exploded shells 
around the feet of the t r apshoo te r s in the 
photo. 

Installing a Skeet Field. 
On the genera l subject of skee t installa-

tion costs, GOLFDOM is indebted to Chas. 
W. Hopkins of t he Wes t e rn Car t r idge Co., 
ammuni t ion m a n u f a c t u r e r s of E a s t Alton, 
III. Mr. Hopk ins repor ts : 

All costs in connection with skee t shoot-
ing, both to clubs and to shooters , have 
been great ly reduced in the past few years 
through an ea rnes t effort on t h e par t of 
manufac tu re r s to popularize th is g rea tes t 
of all gun spor ts . An a f t e rnoon a t skeet 
may now be enjoyed for approximate ly the 
same cost as e ighteen or twenty-seven 
holes of golf. 

Any golf club possessing a plot of waste 
ground approximate ly 300 by 600 yards can 
put in a skee t field at less cost than the 
expense involved in building one creeping-
bent green. Pract ical ly all skee t equip-
ment now on the marke t can be instal led, 
operated and mainta ined by club person-
nel, due to the improvement and simplifica-
tion of t r a p s and control a p p a r a t u s since 
this fasc ina t ing game was first in t roduced. 

The lumber required to build the two 
trap-houses of a skeet ins ta l la t ion can be 
purchased for approximately $75, probably 
for much less if the club en joys t rade dis-
count privi leges. An addi t ional expense 
of $50 will cover the pay of two carpen-
ters to erec t the t rap-houses and such 
other woodwork as may be requi red . This 
brings the cost of pe rmanen t improve-
ments to the field, exclusive of opera t ing 
equipment, to $125. 

Match Equipment to Budget. • 
There a r e t h r e e combinat ions of t r ap 

and control equipment available, each pos-
sessing some dis t inct mer i t in ut i l i ty or 
price. T h e two necessary t r aps to equip 
a skeet field can be purchased for as low 
as $70 complete , provided economy is a 
factor and wire release appara tus , manual-
ly-controlled, is used. 

Thus the total cost of a skee t field can 
be wr i t ten in to the club's ledger as low as 
$195. It is desirable, however , to install 
electric r e lease equipment whe reve r elec-
tric cu r ren t is available. And, as a ma t t e r 
of fact, if e lec t r ic cu r ren t isn ' t available, 
equipment can be obtained which utilizes 
a s torage ba t t e ry in connect ion wi th direct 
current appl iances . 

Complete electr ic-release s k e e t equip-
ment with a l t e rna t ing cu r r en t appl iances 

may be had for $140, which would br ing 
the total cost of this type of de luxe instal-
lation to only $265. T h e direct cur ren t bat-
tery insta l la t ion is about $15 more expen-
sive, or $280 in all. 

Thus it will be seen tha t any golf club 
possessing the necessa ry was te ground can 
put a skeet field to work on the club def-
icit by an inves tment of less than $300. 
Natura l backgrounds and surroundings a re 
a lways the most a t t rac t ive , and except per-
haps for some leveling of the ground at 
the shoot ing positions, t he r e is l i t t le or no 
landscaping necessary or even desirable. 
For clubs with the inclination and the 
purse, the t r ap houses, guard rai ls and 
other fea tu res can be built of brick, con-
crete, nat ive s tone or even steel, while 
half-sawed logs with the bark left on have 
been used to produce a rust ic effect in 
harmony with o ther rus t i c surroundings , 
such as benches and tables . 

Cost Is Dollar per Round. 
Shells and t a rge t s can be purchased by 

the club and sold to members , or the tar-
gets only can be handled. Both a re ob-
ta ined through regular t r ade channels, a t 
a cost of about each for shells, and 

•%c for each target . This makes a club 
cost of each round of ammuni t ion fired a t 
skeet of 4c. Since the round consis ts in 
firing 25 shells, the club cost of a round 
of skee t is just about an even dollar. 

The sagaci ty of the skee t commit tee or 
o ther controll ing body comes into play in 
fixing the shooter cost of the skeet round. 
This is where the club ge t s its money back 
and pays a profit as well, to say noth ing 
of t he revenue f rom beverages and o ther 
club sources while the members awai t 
their tu rns . Most commit tees insis t t h a t 
the s t anda rd price of the round be placed 
high enough to pay the wages of the t r a p 
boys, wi th a li t t le profit added to care for 
improvements and rep lacements . 

T h e r e is still ano the r increment tha t 
can be added to the cost of skeet shooting, 
wi thout inconveniencing the members, 
which is perhaps the most impor tant of 
all. Th i s is a small a s s e s smen t on t a rge t s 
to r e t i r e the original inves tment . If, for 
example, an ex t ra cha rge of 25 cents is 
placed on each individual round of skeet 
until the equipment is paid for, each squad 
of five shooters will produce $1.25 for the 
s inking fund in less t han thir ty minutes . 

F igured on th i s basis, it would requi re 
only 212 squads shooting the course to 
pay fo r t he a l t e rna t ing cu r ren t instal la t ion 
cost ing $265. Most skee t commit tees a re 



quick to seize upon th is possibili ty of 
revenue in making the i r f inancial ar range-
ments with the Board of Directors . Or 
frequent ly, it has been found, individuals 
or the en t i re commit tee sponsor a loan 
for the purpose of instal l ing the equip-
ment, the club t r easu re r automat ica l ly re-
tiring the no te or notes as revenue ac-
crues. 

Those who have tried t h e pay-as-you-
shoot plan describe it as effective under 
almost all conditions. Even if a club has 
only twen ty shooters , the individual bur-
den of r e t i r ing the inves tmen t in equip-
ment is sl ight. Usually the number of 
new shooters a t t rac ted to skee t in la te 
fall, winter and early spr ing so swells the 
list of pa t rons of the ins ta l la t ion tha t one 
shooter seldom contr ibutes more than $10 
through the t a rge t tax. 

Summing it all up, this skee t bus iness is 
so s imple to install and easy to maintain, 
especially unde r the pay-as-you-shoot plan, 
tha t i t 's a wonder the t r a p m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
a ren ' t swamped with orders . 

Records of the phenomenal growth of 
skeet indicate tha t every man who ever 
fired a gun has at least a potent ia l skeet 
complex. All he needs is a method of ex-
pression—in short , a place to shoot skeet . 

THE WOMAN SPEAKS 
Greenlceeper's W i fe Says Club 

Let's Husband Slave 
—and Starve 

" Is there a code covering golf course workers?" 
asks this wife of a much overworked and under-
paid greenkeeper-caretaker-manager-carpenter-
jack-of-all-trades at an Iowa course. It's a tip-off 
to the advantage some unthinking clubs are tak-
ing of the present employment situation in the 
greenkeeping field. 

I W A N T T O S A Y a word in de fense of the 
• " forgo t ten m a n " of the golf industry, 
the greenkeeper -care taker . Anyway I'll 
call it a defense—maybe I 'm jus t le t t ing 
off a l i t t le s team. If I told you about a 
man who worked twelve, f ou r t een and 
somet imes s ix teen hours a day for seven 
months and received only $420 a year for 
his work, you'd tell me the man must be 
crazy wouldn' t you? Yet, being the wife 

of one of these crazy men, I can tell you 
still more. 

W e are in charge of a beaut i ful l i t t le 
roll ing 9-hole course here, on a lake shore. 
The course is suppor ted by two nea rby 
towns and the re a r e a lot of fine people 
f rom both towns who play here. W h e n 
we came here some years ago, f r iend hus-
band was one of two men who drew a f a i r 
wage for six mon ths of the year. Then 
came the depress ion and the o ther m a n 
was laid off. Fr iend husband took a cut in 
wages and assumed the work of two men , 
and anyone who has ever worked on a 
golf course must have some idea of how 
much must be done. 

For five years he has a t tempted to clean 
sand t raps , mow greens three t imes week-
ly, se t up tables for dinner par t ies , t end 
fu rnace fires, keep rough mowed, mow fair-
ways, keep caddies somewhere wi thin 
bounds, care for tees, wash dishes a f t e r 
par t ies , clean up the clubhouse, repai r ma-
chinery, do ca rpen t ry work and plumbing. 
In fact , somet imes I wonder how m a n y 
men I 've marr ied and then again, I won-
der if I have a man a t all, I see him so 
se ldom! 

I t ' s a grea t l i fe! But somehow the joy 
of work well done t u r n s sour when we a r e 
only provided with a 3-room house, have 
only a h a m m e r and screw driver provided 
to work with and a re not given a l iving 
wage. But we have four children, two in 
high school, and we m u s t t ry to give them 
an adequate educat ion. 

I wonder, does our club apprec ia te the 
use of some $150 wor th of this crazy man's 
own tools, all his e f for ts to keep expenses 
down, his long hours of work, his runn ing 
to tu rn on spr ink le rs some thought less 
p layer has turned off? 

W e wish our job was included in some 
NRA code so we could at least make ex-
penses . He mus t t ake a job cornpicking, 
or wha t have you, to keep us through t h e 
winter . Do the d i rec tors try to find us a 
job for the balance of the year? They 
do no t ! 

In fact , when we asked for wallboard to 
finish a four th room we managed to get , 
they told us they couldn ' t afford it. I won-
der, can we afford to heat a room ent i re ly 
unf inished? Our wages? Out of $1300 
spen t dur ing the year a year ago, $350 was 
spen t for wages. Yes, I guess they appre-
ciate what my greenkeeper , ca re taker , 
jack of all t rades husband has done—not.' 
So w h a t ? 

JIT ST A WIFE, 


