
Ganson Depew, Section Chairman 
and Noted Sportsman, Dies 

GANSON D E P E W , a l e ad ing g e n t l e m a n 
s p o r t s m a n of t h e U n i t e d S ta tes , died 
a t h i s home in Buffa lo , N. Y., Sept . 

25, fo l lowing a two-week i l lness . H e was 
68 y e a r s old. H e is su rv ived by his wid-
ow, Mrs . Car r i e Gor ton Depew, and h i s 
d a u g h t e r , Mrs . Luc ia D e p e w P a r k i n s o n . 

Depew w a s one of t h e finest fe l lows 
in t h e g a m e . P r o b a b l y t h e pas s ing of 
none o t h e r of t he g r and m e n t h e g a m e h a s 
lost in r e c e n t y e a r s h a s been fe l t wi th 
such wide, s incere so r row. As an ac t ive 
m e m b e r of t h e USGA official f ami ly Ganse 
had t w o t o u g h jobs. One of t h e m w a s a s 
t he h e a d of t h e Green Sec t i on ; the o t h e r 
as t h e h e a d of the Pub l i c L i n k s Sect ion . 
H e was a l eader in Buffa lo ' s financial, so-
cial a n d sc ient i f ic l i fe fo r 50 y e a r s as well 
as i t s r a n k i n g g e n t l e m a n s p o r t s m a n and 
w h e n h e took the job as c h a i r m a n of t he 
Pub l i c L i n k s Sect ion t h e r e we re t h o s e 
who t h o u g h t h e was m i s c a s t . T h e r e is no 
deny ing t h a t t he publ ic l i nks champion-
sh ips w e r e r a t h e r s o r r y a f f a i r s of pseudo-
a m a t e u r i s m by work-dodgers in whom lar-
ceny g lowed. Ganse was evange l i s t , men-
tor , f a t h e r - c o n f e s s o r a n d h o u s e de tec t ive 
in th is field and to h im m o r e t h a n to any 
o t h e r ind iv idua l in t h i s c o u n t r y is c red i t 
due f o r t h e h igh c l a s s s p o r t s m a n s h i p in 
t he pub l ic l inks even t . 

W h e n h e was m a d e c h a i r m a n of the 
Green Sec t i on h e rea l i zed t h a t the earn-
es t e f f o r t s of t he Sec t ion w e r e not hav ing 
t he e x t e n s i v e value they shou ld h a v e be-
cause of a lack of f r i e n d l y and under-
s t a n d i n g fee l ing a m o n g g r e e n k e e p e r s . So 
he packed his bag and t u r n e d miss iona ry . 
One t ime , when t h e NAGA w a s having a 
conven t ion a t Chicago, D e p e w ru shed f r o m 
a c o r p o r a t i o n d i r ec to r s ' m e e t i n g in Buffalo 
to t h e t r a i n , v is i ted fo r a couple of h o u r s 
with t h e fe l lows a t t h e Ch icago conven-
tion, a d d r e s s e d t h e m a n d t h e n m a d e a 
wild d r ive in a t ax i to ge t a r e t u r n t r a i n 
for a b a n k d i r ec to r s ' m e e t i n g t h e nex t day. 
Coun t l e s s s imi la r i nc iden t s t i p off the De-
pew w o r k in b r ing ing t h e g r e e n k e e p e r s 
today in to a k e e n a p p r e c i a t i o n of mutua l -
ity of s e n t i m e n t and i n t e r e s t wi th t he 
Green Sec t ion of t he USGA. 

T h e r e ' s no real r e a s o n fo r doub t ing 

t h a t one of t he t h ings t h a t caused the 
d e a t h of Ganson D e p e w was doing so m u c h 
to he lp o t h e r f e l l ows en joy life. Bu t he 
en joyed l i fe too, a n d dur ing h is 68 y e a r s 
he was b lessed wi th t he honor s and en-
joyed t he h a p p i n e s s t h a t finished h im 
a h e a d of t h e n o r m a l score on so r row and 
he had been heav i ly hi t by so r row, too. 
Ganson Depew w a s the las t ma le of t he 
d i s t ingu i shed D e p e w family . H i s son, a 
nava l av ia to r d u r i n g t h e w a r and l a t e r an 
a s s i s t a n t U. S. d i s t r i c t a t t o rney , died in 
1924. 

In his youth , G a n s e w a s one of t h e ten-
n i s s t a r s of h is d i s t r i c t . H e b e g a n play-
ing golf in 1896 on t h e three-hole cou r se a t 
t h e Buffalo CC. F o r many y e a r s h e w a s 
c h a i r m a n of i t s g reen-commi t t ee . H e w a s 
ve ry ac t ive in d i s t r i c t golf a f fa i r s and held 
n u m e r o u s official pos i t ions in d i s t r i c t or-
gan iza t ions . In civic m a t t e r s he n e v e r 
s l igh ted t h o s e one rous respons ib i l i t i e s 
m a n y men p r o m i n e n t in public l i fe usua l ly 
h a n d l e casual ly . A t t he t ime of his d e a t h 
he was p r e s i d e n t of t he Buffalo C h a m b e r 
of Commerce . H e was one of t h e fou r 
h o n o r a r y m e m b e r s of t h e Socie ty of t he 
Cinc inna t i , t h e a r i s t o c r a t of pa t r io t i c 
bodies . H e a lso w a s an h o n o r a r y officer 
of t h e Pol ish a r m y and a n a d m i r a l in 
t he K e n t u c k y navy . H e used to hope t h a t 
K e n t u c k y and P o l a n d neve r go t i n t o a 
b r a w l as h e a l w a y s w a n t e d to do h i s bes t 
by a l l his f r i e n d s . 

G a n s o n Depew w a s an o u t s t a n d i n g , 
lovely c h a r a c t e r , a r a r e c o m b i n a t i o n of 
a r i s t o c r a t and d e m o c r a t i c g e n t l e m a n 
s p o r t s m a n . May h i s fine soul b e led in to 
t he p sa lmi s t ' s g r e e n pas tu re s , f o r on t he 
g r e e n p a s t u r e s in t h i s coun t ry h e e n j o y e d 
himself and we al l e n j o y e d h im. 

T H E F I E L D of p l aye r s for t h e Oregon 
• coas t s e v e n t h a n n u a l m i d s u m m e r golf 

t ou rney , held in l a t e Augus t over t he Gear-
h a r t (Ore.) GC course , was spl i t in to two 
age g r o u p s — p l a y e r s u n d e r 32 y e a r s of age 
f o r m e d one flight of 16 whi le p l a y e r s ove r 
t h a t age f o r m e d a n o t h e r . Vic to r s in the 
r e spec t i ve flights t h e n played fo r t h e all 
G e a r h e a r t championsh ip . 


