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FIRE I N S U R A N C E P R E M I U M S are bills 
t h a t a r e l i t t le unde r s tood , b u t o f ten 
cons t i t u t e a very cons ide rab l e par t of 

the a n n u a l budge t of mos t c o u n t r y clubs. 
In t r i m m i n g th i s par t of t h e budge t , t he 
eas i e s t way is o f t e n the s u r e s t way to ge t 
in to t rouble . Cut t ing down on t h e a m o u n t 
of i n s u r a n c e car r ied is a quick way to re-
duce i n s u r a n c e cost. It is, howeve r , a lso 
a way to ru in a good c lub should a fire 
occur. 

T h e bu i ld ings of our golf c lubs a r e usu-
al ly loca ted a cons ide rab le d i s t a n c e f r o m 
the n e a r e s t ava i lab le publ ic fire protec-
t ion. Most g r o u n d s do not e n j o y the bene-
fits der ived f r o m h y d r a n t p r o t e c t i o n in con-
nec t ion w i th a munic ipa l w a t e r supply. 
T h e n e a r e s t fire d e p a r t m e n t is o f t en sev-
e ra l mi les a w a y wi th only un re l i ab l e tele-
phone se rv ice to give t he a l a r m . W e there-
fore a r e fo rced to recognize t h e f ac t t h a t 
the cond i t ions a r e d i f f e ren t f r o m those 
usual ly found in our place of bus ines s or 
in our h o m e . The unb iased r eco rds of 
fires in c o u n t r y c lubs a n d o t h e r s imi lar ly 
s i tua t ed bu i ld ings ind ica te t h a t once a fire 
ge t s s t a r t e d , t he loss in m o s t cases is 
total . This , of course , does n o t apply to 
fires in n e w m o d e r n fire r e s i s t i v e build-
ings bu t to t h e bui ld ings of o r d i n a r y br ick 
or f r a m e cons t ruc t ion . T h e f a c t t h a t fires 
so o f t en r e su l t in to ta l l o s ses gives us 
high fire i n s u r a n c e r a t e s on golf c lub 
bui ld ings . Mos t i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n i e s do 
not re l i sh i n su r ing t h e m a t a n y pr ice . 

I t would s e e m upon ana lys i s t h a t 
(a) If s o m e of the b igges t financial in-

s t i t u t i ons in the world, w h o m a k e fire 
i n s u r a n c e the i r bus iness , o f t e n will 
not e v e n wr i t e th i s c lass of p roper ty , 
and 

(b) If t h e s e s a m e l a rge i n s u r a n c e com-
pan ie s wr i t e t he p r o p e r t y they in-
va r i ab ly will c a r r y only smal l a m o u n t s 
on a n y p a r t i c u l a r bui ld ing. 

i t is v e r y poor bus iness j u d g m e n t ou the 
pa r t of t he c o m p a r a t i v e l y financially weak 

golf c lub to go into t h e in su rance bus ines s . 
T h i s t h e y a r e do ing by r educ ing t h e 
a m o u n t of the i n s u r a n c e ca r r ied w i th t he 
i n s u r a n c e compan ie s a n d a s s u m i n g t h e 
b a l a n c e of t h e l iabi l i ty t hemse lves . If 
a n y one i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y with mi l l ions 
of do l l a r s in r e s e r v e will only c a r r y a l ine 
of no t to exceed $5,000, how can a golf 
c lub knowing n o t h i n g of the i n s u r a n c e 
b u s i n e s s afford to g a m b l e f rom $30,000 to 
$50,000 by unde r - i n su rance to t h a t a m o u n t . 

Cut Hazards to Cut Costs 
I n s u r a n c e cos ts , h o w e v e r , can be cu t 

wi th sa fe ty . I n s u r a n c e r a t e s a r e a d i r ec t 
re f lec t ion of t h e fire h a z a r d s of any par-
t i cu la r bui lding. If we reduce th i s f ire 
h a z a r d or possible e x t e n t of t he fire dam-
age, we au toma t i ca l l y cu t our i n s u r a n c e 
cos t s . T h e r e a r e m a n y ways to cut down 
fire haza rds . The e l ec t r i c wir ing m a y be 
in bad shape . Rubb i sh may be a l lowed 
to a c c u m u l a t e in t h e b a s e m e n t or boi ler 
room. Smok ing in t h e employees ' l iv ing 
q u a r t e r s o f t en cause fires. The r a n g e s in 
t he k i t chen a r e o f t en a source of t roub le . 

F i r e s do s t a r t , and we a re unab le to 
fo re te l l w h e n or w h e r e . Chemical ext in-
g u i s h e r s can be p laced about for use in 
c a s e of t rouble . A w a t c h m a n can pa t ro l 
t h e p r e m i s e s a t n igh t . All of t h e s e i t e m s 
h a v e a d i rec t b e a r i n g on the fire h a z a r d s 
of a n y bui lding and all e n t e r in to i ts r a t e . 
It m i g h t be well f o r t h e club m a n a g e r to 
m a k e t h e rounds of t he c lubhouse a t l ea s t 
once in t he fal l and aga in in the s p r i n g 
to s ee if e v e r y t h i n g possible h a s been 
done to m a k e his p r o p e r t y as s a f e f r o m 
fire a s possible . 

Var ious f o r m s of fire ex t ingu i sh ing 
a g e n t s a r e on t he m a r k e t and a r e sold to 
golf c lubs but they all enta i l some man-
ual ope ra t ion , and r e q u i r e the fire to be 
d i scovered a lmos t a s soon as it s t a r t s . A 
s y s t e m of a u t o m a t i c sp r ink le r s , h o w e v e r , 
g ives pe r f ec t p ro t ec t i on aga ins t fire and 
is who l ly a u t o m a t i c in opera t ion . T h e h e a t 
g e n e r a t e d f rom the fire me l t s a so lder l ink 



on the sp r ink le r head . The fu s ion of t he 
solder link t r i p s t h e sp r ink le r head and 
al lows wa t e r to sp r ay out, e x t i n g u i s h i n g 
t h e fire. S i m u l t a n e o u s with t he ope ra t ion , 
an a l a rm bell is sounded, w a r n i n g a n y o n e 
in the vicini ty t h a t the equ ipmen t h a s op-
e ra t ed . W h e n t h e fire has been p u t out, 
t he equ ipmen t can be shu t off and then 
replaced in n o r m a l service. 

Sprinklers Reduce Rates 
Automat ic sp r ink l e r s y s t e m s a r e not 

new. They h a v e been t e s t ed t h r o u g h 
fires for over fo r ty years and h a v e proved 
highly s a t i s f a c t o r y . They a r e a d j u d g e d 
t he bes t p ro tec t ion possible. I n s u r a n c e 
compan ies recognize more keen ly than 
anyone else t he value of s p r i n k l e r pro-
tec t ion in golf c lubs and not on ly recom-
mend the i r i n s t a l l a t ion but r ecogn ize the i r 
va lue by r e d u c i n g fire i n s u r a n c e r a t e s on 
p roper t i e s so equipped. The r e d u c t i o n s 
a r e quite cons ide rab le and resu l t in la rge 
sav ings of fire i n s u r a n c e p r e m i u m s . The 
reduc t ion in r a t e s on sp r ink le red proper-
t ies va ry f r o m 50% to 75%. In o t h e r 
words , if t h e yea r ly fire i n s u r a n c e bill of 
a golf c lub w a s $1,000 be fo re ins t a l l ing 
sp r ink le r s , i t would only be f r o m $250 to 
$500 a f t e r ins t a l l a t ion . Th is s av ing is t he 
m e a n s of c u t t i n g down club o v e r h e a d . It 
is t r ue t h a t t he equ ipmen t m u s t be paid 
for , but a r r a n g e m e n t s can gene ra l l y be 
m a d e wi th t he c o m p a n y ins ta l l ing t h e sys-
t e m to sp read p a y m e n t s over a pe r iod of 
yea r s ou t of t h e in su rance sav ings . 

Some club m a n a g e r s and m e m b e r s a re 
ap t to o b j e c t t o w h a t t hey call t h e un-
s ight ly a p p e a r a n c e of the piping on the 
ceil ing. T h o m a s Ream, m a n a g e r of Wes t -
more land G€, Wi lme t t e , 111., v o u c h e s for 
the fo l lowing expe r i ence : W e s t m o r e l a n d 

got a l a te s t a r t las t s p r i n g in deciding to 
equip t h e i r c lubhouse wi th a s y s t e m of 
a u t o m a t i c sp r ink le r s . Consequen t ly t h e 
work had to all be in s t a l l ed a f t e r t he 
s e a s o n opened . The c lubhouse was in u s e 
eve ry day wi th a very h e a v y sp r ing play. 
A f t e r t h e equ ipmen t had b e e n comple ted 
only a b o u t ten per cen t of t he m e m b e r s 
real ized t h a t t h e r e had been any w o r k 
done. In th i s pa r t i cu l a r job, all of t h e 
piping w a s in t h e open. T h e me thod fol-
lowed by t h e sp r ink le r company , however , 
was u n i q u e in i ts ope ra t i on . All of t h e 
piping w a s pa in ted t he day it was in-
s ta l led . As the pa in t w a s chosen to m a t c h 
the color of t he s u r r o u n d i n g cei l ing or 
wall, e v e r y t h i n g blended t o g e t h e r . Only a 
v$ry s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e of t h e m e m b e r s 
rea l ized t h a t any cons t ruc t i on work w a s 
going on. 

Water Source Heart of System 
N a t u r a l l y the h e a r t of a sp r ink le r sys-

t em is t h e wa t e r supply . T h e bes t pos-
sible s o u r c e of w a t e r supp ly is a connec-
t ion to a city ma in h a v i n g good vo lume 
and p r e s s u r e . This , h o w e v e r , is very sel-
dom a t t a i n a b l e . If an e l eva ted g rav i ty 
t ank of suff ic ient capac i ty is avai lable , it 
may be u s e d ; or a p r e s s u r e t a n k m a y be 
ins ta l led in the b a s e m e n t or in an ad jo in-
ing bui ld ing . T h e s e p r e s s u r e t a n k s a r e 
kep t t w o t h i rd s ful l of w a t e r and one th i rd 
air , u n d e r app rox ima te ly 100 lbs. p r e s s u r e . 

In c l u b h o u s e s which a r e n o t hea t ed t h e 
y e a r a r o u n d it is, of cour se , n e c e s s a r y to 
ins ta l l w h a t is called a d r y pipe s y s t e m . 
Air is pumped in to t h e p ip ing and no wa-
t e r is in t h e sys t em a b o v e t he dry p ipe 
valve. As soon as a s p r i n k l e r head oper-
a t e s in a firt, t h e w a t e r is r e leased , en-
t e r s t h e p ip ing and e x t i n g u i s h e s the blaze. 
W i t h th i s type of e q u i p m e n t t he r e is no 

W h e n a c lubhouse burns , the loss is genera l ly comple te . 



wor ry a b o u t a n y of t h e p ip ing in the 
n o r t h e r n c lubs f r eez ing d u r i n g t h e win te r 
months . 

Maintenance Costs Negligible 
The ques t i on of m a i n t e n a n c e cost has 

o f t en been r a i sed by c lubs c o n t e m p l a t i n g 
an ins ta l l a t ion . Any one of t he club em-
ployees can t a k e care of t h e e q u i p m e n t . 
It migh t t a k e abou t t en or f i f t een minu t e s 
of t he i r t ime each week. T h e e lec t r i c 
power c o n s u m p t i o n n e c e s s a r y to pump a i r 
in the s y s t e m is negl igible . T h e r e wouldn ' t 
be any no t i ceab le d i f fe rence in t h e e lec t r ic 
bill. Consequen t ly the m a i n t e n a n c e i t em 
can be i gno red . 

A s y s t e m of a u t o m a t i c s p r i n k l e r s would 
be of t r e m e n d o u s fire p ro t ec t i on value to 
any c o u n t r y club, w h e t h e r l a rge or small 
and of any type of cons t ruc t ion . Any club 
t h a t h a s a fire i n s u r a n c e bill of $1,000 a 
yea r or o v e r should check in to t h i s p lan 
of r educ ing t h e i r i n s u r a n c e b u d g e t and 
m a k i n g t h e i r c lubhouse s a f e f r o m fire. 
Sp r ink le r ins t a l l a t ion c o m p a n i e s a r e glad 
to s u b m i t p r e l i m i n a r y figures on cost of 
ins ta l l a t ion a n d in su rance s av ings . 

Any c lub t h a t h a s had a fire k n o w s t h a t 
even if t h e y were ful ly i n s u r e d heavy 
losses w e r e encoun te r ed . I nva r i ab ly a 
l a rger c lubhouse is e rec ted a n d t h e insur-
ance s e t t l e m e n t does no t beg in to pay t he 
bill. T h a t m e a n s , in mos t ca ses , assess-
m e n t s o r add i t iona l financing. M e m b e r s 
lose golf e q u i p m e n t a n d c lo th ing , to say 
no th ing of t h e i nconven ience of being 
wi thou t a c lubhouse d u r i n g t h e p laying 
season . 

Green Section Holds Fall 
Garden Meetings 

JOHN M O N T E I T H , JR . of t h e Green Sec-
t ion finished t he ac t ive o u t d o o r season 

in the c e n t r a l s t a t e s wi th a s e r i e s of Green 
Sect ion m e e t i n g s a t turf g a r d e n s in Chi-
cago, C leve land , Detroi t , St. Lou i s and In-
d ianapol i s . 

At t h e s e m e e t i n g s were p r e s e n t e d re-
s u m e s of t he s ea son ' s work . G r e a t inter-
es t w a s s h o w n in t he Green S e c t i o n ' s re-
sea rch in weed control . Mon te i t h r epo r t ed 
t h a t no pos i t ive r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s we re to 
be m a d e on sod ium ch lo ra t e a s a weed 
cont ro l m a t e r i a l . In s o m e c a s e s i t worked 
pe r fec t ly a n d in o t h e r s it wiped out all 
vege ta t ion . J u s t wha t f ac to r s a r e responsi-
ble for t h i s va r i a t i on h a s no t b e e n de-
t e r m i n e d a l t h o u g h some o b s e r v e r s r epo r t 
t h a t m o i s t u r e s e e m s to h a v e a g o v e r n i n g 
effect . 

At t he Midwes t Tur f ga rden m e e t i n g 
t h e r e w a s cons ide rab l e i n t e r e s t in t h e tex-
t u r e p lo t s and much p rog res s was shown 
in t h e work done a t t h i s s ta t ion , which w a s 
k e p t o p e r a t i n g th is y e a r by con t r i bu t i ons 
f r o m the Il l inois PGA, t he Chicago DGA, 
t he Iowa G r e e n k e e p e r s Assn., t he W o m e n s 
W e s t e r n GA and o t h e r pa r t i e s . 

Consensus of the m e e t i n g s was t h a t t h e 
Green Sec t ion ' s work d u r i n g a t ry ing sum-
m e r had proved of v i ta l value to c lubs 
ava i l i ng t h e m s e l v e s of th is se rv ice and 
m o r e t h a n eve r d e m o n s t r a t e d t he neces-
s i ty of c lubs financing t h i s work by mem-
b e r s h i p in the USGA. 

At e a c h m e e t i n g fo l lowing the d e a t h of 
Ganson Depew, f o r m e r head of the Green 
Sec t ion , t r i b u t e was paid h is m e m o r y . 

Death Takes Mrs. Holland, Double 
Rotary Secretary 

T H E MANY F R I E N D S of the Double Ro-
• t a r y Sp r ink l e r Co., K a n s a s City, Mo., 

will r e g r e t to l ea rn of t h e dea th ea r ly in 
A u g u s t of Mrs. Lou E. Hol land , f o r m e r l y 
E d n a B. P e t e r s o n . Mrs . Hol land had been 
t h e s e c r e t a r y and t h e gu id ing spi r i t of t h e 
o rgan iza t ion s ince i ts beg inn ing more t h a n 
fifteen y e a r s ago. T h e large and rap id 
g r o w t h of t he c o m p a n y h a s been due most-
ly to h e r un t i r i ng e f fo r t s , boundless en-
t h u s i a s m and deep belief in t he m e r i t of 
t he p r o d u c t s fo r whose success she worked 
so h a r d . 

T h e Double R o t a r y Sp r ink l e r Co. has d 
lost no t only a n eff icient execut ive, bu t a 
w a r m pe r sona l f r i end of all employees . 
She had been in f r a g i l e hea l th for more 
t h a n a year , bu t ca r r i ed on va l ian t ly and 
uncompla in ing ly . H e r pas s ing h a s l e f t a 
void t h a t can n e v e r be filled, bu t h e r vi-
b r a n t , lovable p e r s o n a l i t y will a lways live 
in t h e ideals she imp lan ted in t h o s e 
a round her . 

Alex Pirie, Former PGA Head, 
Married at Lake Forest, III. 

A LEX PIRIE, one of t h e bes t k n o w n fig-
* * u r e s in p ro fes s iona l golf and fo r sev- > 
e ra l y e a r s p re s iden t of t h e PGA, was mar-
r ied on S e p t e m b e r 29 a t L a k e F o r e s t , 111., 
to Miss M a r t h a S c h a e f e r . Miss S c h a e f e r 
is p r o m i n e n t in L a k e F o r e s t women ' s c lub 
a f fa i r s . 

S e v e r a l e n t h u s i a s t i c " f a r e w e l l " p a r t i e s 
w e r e g iven to t h e e m i n e n t Alex by his pa ls 
in p ro golf and his a m a t e u r comrades . 


