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Figures on Tough Year Show 
Private Clubs C u t C o s t s — 

Improvement Expected 

A REDUCTION of $60,000 in maintenance 
expense for 1933 as compared with 

1932 on the 14 private clubs reporting to 
the Detroit District GA, and of an average 
30% reduction in play at public courses in 
the district, were highlights of annual 
statements recently made by Jos. Mack, 
Green Section chairman of the DDGA and 
Eugene W. Lewis, chairman of Club and 
Public Links Relations of the association. 

Figures are especially interesting be-
cause the Detroit District probably has 
been hardest hit of all golf territories 
during the past two years. Greenkeepers 
and their chairmen have performed aston-
ishing feats of budget reduction, which in 
many cases they hesitate to label econo-
mies because of the ultimate costs of re-
storing courses to the standards enjoyed 
prior to the cuts. 

The 14 private clubs reporting in full 
had a maintenance bill of $194,154 in 1932. 
This figure was cut to $135,224 the past 
season. One club, Pine Lake, had a 1932 
maintenance cost of $14,463, and its bill in 
1933 was only $6,568, a reduction of $7,895. 

A comparative table: 
Saving 

1933 over 1932 
Barton Hills $ 6,831 $ 
Birch Hill 6,740 2,603 
Birmingham 7,702 4,273 
Bloomfield Hills 13,135 6,548 
Brooklands 4,665 2,498 
Country Club 13,422 4,797 
Detroit Golf Club ( 3 6 ) . . . 22,759 5,848 
Flint C. C 4,064 
•Forest Lake 4,217 410 
Grosse lie 7,819 5,770 
Knollwood 6,630 
Lochmoor 8,844 748 
Meadowbrook 8,277 3,729 
Orchard Lake 8,950 2,481 
Oakland Hills (36) 12,916 6,250 
Pine Lake 6,568 7,895 
Plum Hollow 9,238 5,052 
Port Huron 3,984 

•Power cost not included. 

Make Your Dollars Count/ 

ORCHARD 

Arsenate 
of Lead ' 

A s t a n d a r d p r o -
duct w i t h A m e r i -
can horticulturists, 
n u r s e r y m e n a n d ^ 
greenkeepers. 

Mercur ia l Com-
pounds (or the con-
trol of turf diseases 

• a U w a ? / 
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P...like nothing else in fertiliz-
ers FEEDS GRASS immediately 
and continuously, BUILDS SOIL 
permanently. It is all plant-
food plus humus-forming 
organic material. 

A u L FAIRWAY CAN N O W 
BE DELIVERED AT NEW 
AND ATTRACTIVE PRICES 

<^nV€-stu/ut{I' Write to the nearest 
office for prices, analysis and data 

GENERAL CHEMICAL COMPANY 
40 Rector Street, New York City 
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Most of the p r iva t e c lubs held play 
f a i r l y wel l . In con t ra s t , f e e a n d munic ipa l 
c o u r s e s all r e p o r t e d play a b o u t 30 per cen t 
off. 

Fee Income Off 
In add i t ion , f ee c o u r s e s r e p o r t e d a re-

duc t i on in r e v e n u e of n e a r l y 50 per cen t . 
T h i s w a s c red i ted to two c a u s e s : F i r s t , 
t h e g e n e r a l r educ t ion in g reen - f ee s ; sec-
ondly, t he influx of a s h a r e of the semi-
publ ic c o u r s e s ' be s t c u s t o m e r s to p r iva te 
c lubs b e c a u s e of low r a t e s and p lay ing 
m e m b e r s h i p s . 

R e f e r r i n g to figures on t h e play a t 12 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e clubs, C h a i r m a n L e w i s re-
po r t ed De t ro i t Golf Club led in the s tand-
po in t of p lay for 1933 wi th an ave rage of 
133 p l a y e r s per day f r o m Apr i l 1 to Nov. 
1, a to ta l of 28,462, and a n i n c r e a s e over 
1932. Of th is n u m b e r . 20 of every 133 
w e r e gues t s . F o r e s t L a k e h a d t he b igges t 
gues t p lay, c o m p a r a t i v e l y speak ing , a m o n g 
the 12 c lubs r epor t ing , 18 of eve ry 40 ( the 
dai ly a v e r a g e of p l aye r s fo r t h e s ea son ) , 
be ing g u e s t s . 

F i g u r e s fo r the 12 c l u b s : 
Dai ly Av. To ta l 

• D e t r o i t Golf Club 133 28,462 
f O a k l a n d Hi l ls 75 16,050 
P l u m Hol low 88 18,832 
Grosse l ie 62 13,268 
F o r e s t L a k e 40 8,560 
P i n e L a k e 25 5,350 
W e s t e r n 52 11,128 
M e a d o w b r o o k 75 16,050 
O r c h a r d L a k e 75 16,050 
B i r m i n g h a m 100 21,400 
Lochmoor 75 16,050 
C o u n t r y Club 72 15,408 

•Th i r ty - s ix holes. 

t F i g u r e s fo r sou th cou r se . 
C o u n t r y Club's play a v e r a g e d 20 dai ly 

u n d e r 1932 but was en joyed by the p layer 
a t a cos t of $195 in y e a r l y dues as com-
p a r e d to $250 the p r ev ious yea r . Reduc-
t ions a s g r e a t a s 40 per c e n t in t he dues 
f r o m 1932 w e r e r epo r t ed . At P lum Hollow, 
w h i c h h a d dues of $10 m o n t h l y th is yea r , 
a 50 pe r c e n t cut is in s t o r e for 1934, a 
m o n t h l y r a t e of $5 hav ing been a n n o u n c e d . 

Rate Cut Mystifies 
As for mun ic ipa l golf, w i th t h e except ion 

of R a c k h a m which showed a 19 per cen t 
i n c r e a s e in play, t h e m u n i c i p a l cou r ses 
e x p e r i e n c e d a n a v e r a g e of 30 p e r cen t less 

play, a s t h e fo l lowing figures, supp l ied 
C h a i r m a n Lewis by Commiss ione r H e n r y 
W . Busch s h o w : 

1933 Deer . Pe t . 
Be l le Isle 28,436 14,851 34 
P a l m e r P a r k ( 1 8 ) . . . 39,926 19,489 33 
P a l m e r (9 hole r d s . ) . 42,569 18,958 30 
R a c k h a m 33,694 •5,350 •19 
R i v e r Rouge 15,912 9,279 37 
C h a n d l e r P a r k ( 1 8 ) . . 49,102 14,097 22 
C h a n d l e r (9 hole rds . ) 43,143 9,549 18 

• I n c r e a s e . 
Nine-hole r o u n d s a t P a l m e r P a r k a n d 

C h a n d l e r P a r k i nd i ca t e , C h a i r m a n L e w i s 
said , t h a t p a r t of t h e publ ic couldn ' t a f ford 
t h e 18-hole r a t e a n d g r a v i t a t e d to t he n ine-
hole round s ince t h e l a t t e r showed l e s s 
dec r ea se . Whi l e a cu t in the r a t e s evi-
d e n t l y had s o m e t h i n g to do wi th t h e in-
c rease in p lay a t R a c k h a m . a s imi l a r move 
a t t h e River Rouge course ev ident ly h a d 
no effect. 

Depression Brought Some G o o d to 

Go l f Clubs 
T H E TRYING t i m e s of the pas t few sea-
• sons have no t b e e n wi thou t t h e i r bene-

fits t o golf c lubs . F o r one th ing , cond i t i ons 
f o r c e d the c lubs to e l imina t e t h e "whoo-
pee"' e r a of e x t r a v a g a n c e t h a t was so m u c h 
in ev idence . 

In pa r t i cu l a r , m a n y a club was un-
knowing ly b u r d e n e d by a payrol l m u c h too 
l a rge fo r t he i r n e e d s . In fact , i t w a s t h e 
ru l e r a t h e r t h a n t h e except ion for a c lub 
to h a v e so m a n y employes on i ts staff t h a t 
f e w of t h e m n e e d e d to p e r f o r m a n y t h i n g 
l ike a fu l l day ' s work , week-ends e x c e p t e d . 

H e r e is a good example of payrol l sav-
ings b rough t a b o u t by the depress ion . One 
of t h e Middle W e s t ' s mul t ip le course c l u b s 
bu i l t up qu i t e a r e p u t a t i o n in p re - s lump 
y e a r s for t h e l uxu r ious serv ice it r e n d e r e d 
in i t s locker- room. T h e r e was a boy avai l -
ab le fo r eve ry th i r ty -odd lockers and s i n c e 
it w a s only on r a r e occas ions when m o r e 
t h a n five or six l ocke r occupan t s h a p p e n e d 
to be in t h e a i s l e s a t a t ime, t h e s e b o y s 
s tood a round do ing no th ing most, of t h e 
d a y and w e r e i m m e d i a t e l y ava i lab le fo r 
t h e m e m b e r s ' s l i g h t e s t o rder . T h e boys 
r e c e i v e d boa rd a n d lodging a t t h e c lub , 
s a l a r i e s of $25 a week , plus t h e i r t ips . 

O t h e r locker - room help inc luded wash -
r o o m boys, shower - room a t t e n d a n t s , t w o 


