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Art Saunders, pro at Edgewater Gulf (winter) and Maxwellton Braes .(summer), 
tutors the lassies of Gulf Park (Miss.) college. A girls' school without golf instruction 
cannot boast of being thorough these days. The condition augurs well for golf's future. 

Workers and School Kids Get 
GolF Lessons as City's Service 

CINCINNATI'S Public Recreat ion Com-
mission is going at th is problem of 
municipal golf from a new angle not 

used generally, but one which will enlist 
hundreds of new golfers and f u r t h e r dispel 
the idea tha t golf is primari ly a rich man 's 
past ime. 

There are three chief divisions of the 
new "angle" being tr ied: absolutely f ree 
golf lessons in schools and industry, lower-
ing of pr ices to within the reach of very 
modest incomes, and an intensive news-
paper campaign of education in conjunc-
tion with the Cincinnati Post, one of the 
Scripps-Howard chain. 

C. O. Brown, Supervisor of Athletics of 
the Public Recreation Commission, be-

lieves that it is necessary to make a new 
activi ty easy to par t ic ipate in and is tak-
ing the golf lessons right to potential 
players. 

Both public and parochial schools have 
practically thrown open their high schools. 
Eight weekly group lessons for about 20 
in each class a re given right in the gym-
nasium during school hours, the s tudents 
being permitted to give up one s tudy bell 
a week for their golf lesson. Where gym-
nasium space is not available, lessons a re 
given immediately a f t e r school. 

The same method is in operation in sev-
eral large Cincinnati industries. No pub-
licity has been given the plan as yet, but 
simply through word of mouth advert is ing 



t he idea has become so genera l ly known 
t h a t the commission 's golf professional , 
"Red ' ' S t r auss , was swamped with reques ts 
fo r a f te r -work classes t h a t could not be 
accommodated , and an a s s i s t an t , Will is 
Headley, h a s been engaged. 

Cincinnat i has had but one municipal 
course, a very sporty but shor t 18-hole 
layout of less than 5,000 yards . Until the 
depress ion it h a s been over run with golf-
e rs a t a bas ic membersh ip for unlimited 
season play of $20 for m e n and $10 for 
women. Now those a m o u n t s have been 
sliced $5, and a new course, about 6,350 
ya rds in length and expected to be one of 
the f inest courses in the en t i r e section, 
will offer n ine holes ear ly in the summer , 
and the addi t ional n ine l a t e r in the sum-
mer. so more playing space will be avail-
able for public link golfers . 

r a n o o l f lsssons 
NOTHING TO Birr 
NOTHI?'G TO f u r x i 3 h 
NOTHING TO JOIN 

Sound* l i k e a bargain Bale! 

Wel l , t h e r e ' s no ca tch t o I t . The point la t h i s : 

"R^d" Strmias , C l n e l n n - t l p r o f e s s i o n a l g o l f cha-p lon , and pro-
f e s s i o n a l i t Avon F i e l d s nunlolp.al g o l f course , o l l l g i v e f r e e 
g o l f l c s a l o n s t o A l l eop loyees of the Union Central L i fe Insur-
ance Cor.pnny, r i g h t here In the b u i l d i n g a f t e r tork one evening 
lr. the -reek and during lunch t v u r , one or two daya a week. 
Clufcs end b a l l s w i l l be f u r n i s h e d without coat to p l a y e r s hy 
the Recreat ion Oon^lss lon. 

The reason for t h i s l a r g e - h v a r t e d n e s a 1« that the Coirslsston 
t i l n k s -lore people would l i k e t o p l a y go l f If they knew how en-
j o y a b l e It 'ns, how l i t t l e I t can cos t and what f i n e f r i e n d s h i p s 
m y be developed In the gane . 

Then, t o o , l o t s of p l a y e r s d ^ n ' t . l l k e to take prec ious p lay ing 
t l s ie In the rjwirer to take l e s 3 o n * . Hence, they don ' t 1-spr-ve 
t a e l r ea^e as they cou ld . 

You w i l l not be s o l i c i t e d to Jo in any of the rsunlclpnl c o u r s e s . 
'.I you -itah to Join «ny pub l i c or p r i v a t e course AFT35 you have 
dec ided you oant to p l a y , l n f o r n a t l o n o l l l be f u r n i s h e d . 

C l a s s e s are open to a l l and T i l l beg in 

Pro Credited with Success 
The success of the p rogram is un-

doubtedly due in some m e a s u r e to the pop-
u lar i ty of the pro teacher . Rober t St rauss , 
be t t e r known as "Red," holds a flock of 
Cincinnat i course records, was pro cham-
pion in 1933, runner-up in 1932, failed to 
qual i fy for the finals in the Nat ional Open 
by two s t rokes last y e a r (his first big t ime 
t o u r n a m e n t ) and is ra ted one of the long-
es t d r ivers in the country . "Red" is in 
his ear ly '20s, has a hos t of f r iends in 
Cincinnati and is sold on th is method of 
promotion r a t h e r than t h a t of direct solic-
i ta t ion of membersh ip . 

He loads a flock of clubs, m a t s for pro-
tec t ing floors, cotton golf balls, himself 
and his a s s i s t an t into his fa i th fu l gas 
buggy and whizzes away to the schools 
every day, r e tu rn ing t i red bu t enthusi-
ast ic for his industr ia l c lasses at five in 
the evening . Not being a school teacher , 
" R e d " was somewhat s t agge red by the 
size of his c lasses a t first, bu t now could 
give m a n y school t eachers pointers . 

He says it is the first t ime he has ever 
had a chance to teach golf a s he wanted, 
s t a r t i n g with put t ing and work ing up to 
the longer clubs, as he is convinced in-
s t ruc t ion should go. The carrot - top th inks 
tha t f r equen t ly a f t e r a po ten t ia l player 
smashes a couple of balls ve ry f a r regard-
less of accuracy, he becomes b i t t en by the 
bug for dis tance, and spends the res t of 
his l ife t r y ing to outdr ive the o the r fellow. 
" R e d " is t ry ing to get rid of t ha t idea 
r ight a t the s t a r t by emphas iz ing the value 
of accuracy . 

PUT US D0W» FOR THI UNION CENTRAL GOLF CUSS. 
( P l a c e an "X" a f t e r your naiee I f vou wish the Roereat lon Oowsils 

to f u r n i s h c lubs whi le you are l e a r n i n g . ) 

This sheet, on which applicants for free 
golf lessons put their signatures, is dis-
played in Cincinnati offices and factories, 
where the city's public recreation commis-
sion's free golf tuit ion is being made avail-
able. 

T h e commission 's equipment consis ts of 
40 se ts of clubs, each set being l imited 
to a spoon, mash ie and pu t te r ; 40 cocoa 
m a t s and a lot of Wilson 's cotton Par-e t 
balls. S t rauss hand les a maximum of n ine 
c lasses of 20 each per day. Tha t daily 
gr ind of 180 pupils, pract ical ly all of t h e m 
beginners , wears Red down by bedt ime. 
Before long the Cincinnat i commission ex-
pec ts to have four pros teaching. 

T h e Cincinnati plan differs f r om t h e 
idea opera ted so successful ly on Chicago 's 
public fee courses las t summer, in t h a t 
balls a r e actual ly hit , r a the r t han in spe-
cializing in the m e r e development of a 
swing outdoors wi thout a ball to work on. 
Incidental ly, be tween 85 and 90 per cen t 
of the "pupi ls" have never played golf, 
s ince the beginner is encouraged and t h e 
exper ienced player discouraged in t h e 
p r e s e n t work a t Cincinnati . 

P laye r s are not a sked to join any "c lubs" 
no r to sign any document . The c lasses 
a r e to be taken or lef t as wished. N e i t h e r 
a r e the s tudents "h igh-pressured" in to 



Second annual greenkeeping short course was held at Rhode Island State College, 
Kingston, Jan. 29-Feb. 2. Unfavorable weather kept down attendance, but a great, 
practical program repaid those who sat in the R. I. conferences and lectures on course 
maintenance methods. 

Those on the program included Dean G. E. Adams, J. B. Smith, T. E. Odland, H. W. 
Browning, H. F. A. North, A. W. Dotfge, Kenneth Welton, G. B. Durham, L. E. Erwin 
and Guy C. West. 

Among those who attended the short course are those shown above. They are, left 
to right: 

(Bottom row) Johnathan Comstock, P. Tameo, J. T. Sullivan, J. Conway, Everett 
Pyle. A. Asquino. 

(Middle row) Dr. T. E. Odland, L. G. Stott, H. F. A. North, A. Di Lucchio, Manuel 
Travers, Wm. R. Milton. 

(Top row) Matt Partridge, George Lodge, John Conlon, H. D. Hall, W. P. Lewis. 

joining ei ther municipal links. The Recre-
ation Commission believes it will obtain 
its fair share of players f rom these les-
sons, and tha t the entire golf si tuation 
will be benefited thereby. 

Pros Join in Work 
Several of the other leading pros in the 

city have volunteered their service for the 
free public lessons, pat terned somewhat 
more closely a f t e r the Chicago plan of last 
year, to begin early in the spr ing in con-
junction with the Cincinnati Post, and 
while only about 750 "pupils" can be ac-
commodated in the present lessons, it is 
hoped to enlist over 5,000 as soon as the 
weather permi ts outdoor act ivi ty. 

The combination of these th ree ideas is 
being watched with interest by Cincinnati 
private golf interest and it should produce 
results. Recreation Commission officials 
have their fingers crossed and a re hoping. 

H. TAYLOR'S proposal to examine 
Brit ish pros on instruct ion for the pur-

pose of giving competent men official rec-
ognition and of el iminat ing those who the 
venerable J. H. t e rms "quacks," cont inues 
to s t i r British professional golf. 

Among the bright and the bruta l com-
ments printed on the Taylor proposal was 
one wri t ten by Rex Kennedy to Golf Illus-
trated of Ixmdon. Kennedy, complaining 
about the British PGA, says; "Then let ' s 
have J . H. Taylor 's suggestion of an exam-
inat ion; then for sure, if so many places 
were allotted only for professional engage-
ment s in this country, some of the quacks, 
as he calls them, would el iminate some of 
his bro ther members of the PGA." 

If the boys keep on brawling there may 
develop the idea of competi t ive examina-
tions to fill vacancies a s pros, or a t leas t 
to establish ra t ings having some appear-
ance of authori ty. 


