
Sarazen Starts Drive for College 
Golf Courses 

By LEONARD F. WILBUR 

GENE SARAZEN and R o b e r t T. Jones 
a re in bus iness t oge the r t o develop 
more golf in colleges. 

The Sa razen is the well k n o w n Sarazen 
of the W e s t c h e s t e r and Miami-Bi l tmore 
Sa razens but t h e Rober t T. J o n e s is the 
Robert T r e n t J o n e s of S tan ley Thompson 
and Jones , golf a rch i t ec t s a n d not t h e 
Rober t T y r e Jones , Jr. , of t h e At lan ta 
Joneses . 

Sarazen and the Thompson - Jones firm 
have comple ted a deal with Colgate Uni-
vers i ty to ins ta l l an 18-hole golf course a t 
the un ive r s i ty . Gene is all s w e a t e d up 
over the deal and a l ready h a s pend ing ne-
got ia t ions with o ther un ive r s i t i e s concern-
ing t h e cons t ruc t ion of golf courses . Col-
gate has only 949 s tuden t s bu t it i s figured 
tha t with the s t uden t play and such addi-
tional fee play a s may be a t t r a c t e d , the new 
course will amor t i ze i tself a lot quicker 
than would a footbal l s t ad ium in a much 
la rger school. 

T h a t t h e Sa razen young man , w h o boas ts 
no degrees f r o m any college o r h igh school, 
should be t h e first of the p r o m i n e n t pro-
fess iona ls to pounce on t h e col lege field 
as a p rovince fo r t h e promot ion of golf, is 
a tip-off t h a t t he re a re a lot of th ings 
s m a r t bus ines s men don' t l ea rn in school. 
However , Gene is in ten t on see ing t h a t 
golf is going to be one of t h e t h i n g s the 
collegians, both boys and gir ls , do learn, 
because of the good the g a m e will do them 
and t h e good they will do the game . 

Big College Market 
As GOLFDOM has pe r s i s t en t l y pointed 

out, t h e l a t e s t gove rnmen t c e n s u s figures 
show t h a t t h e r e a re about 5,600,000 kids 
be tween 16 a n d 21 going to school in u rban 
communi t i e s a n d the p r e s e n t s ize of t h e 
ac t ive golf m a r k e t is a l i t t le less t h a n 
2,500,000. G e t t i n g these k ids sold on golf 
not only should pract ica l ly doub le the golf 
m a r k e t in a f e w yea r s but p rov ide it wi th 
some s u b s t a n t i a l insurance fo r t h e fu tu re . 

Af te r r e a d i n g this dope in GOLFDOM 
many in t h e golf field have nodded O. K. 

but h a v e n ' t gone beyond the "so w h a t " 
s t a g e with th is school marke t develop-
men t . 

T h e n along comes t h e Sarazen lad, on 
whose brow no s q u a r e c h a p e a u ever r e s t ed 
and a g a i n s t whose a n k l e s no gown eve r 
swished as he walked wi th the g r a d u a t i n g 
c lass a t dear old S iwash . But he sees an 
idea t h a t m e a n s m o n e y to golf and hop-
ping in to his p lane he goes to Hami l ton , 
New York, and ge t s in h is p romot ion l icks. 
T h e s e l icks a r e ea s i e r to ge t in t h e s e days 
wi th CWA and P W A g o v e r n m e n t dough 
ava i l ab le for golf cou r se cons t ruc t ion . 

Now as f a r as t h e official publici ty on 
t h e Colgate deal wi th S a r a z e n and his team-
m a t e s Thompson and J o n e s goes, you can 
read t h a t : 

" T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t Gene Sa razen , 
P. G. A. golf champion a n d fo rmer Br i t i sh 
and Amer i can open t i t l e holder, will de-
s ign h i s ' ideal golf cou r se ' a t Colgate Uni-
ve r s i ty , Hamil ton , N. Y., ha s a roused g r e a t 
i n t e r e s t among Cen t r a l New York golf 
e n t h u s i a s t s . This i m p o r t a n t news c a m e 
one m o r n i n g recen t ly w h e n Sarazen , in a 
ta lk b e f o r e t h e Colgate s tuden t body in 
Memor ia l Chapel, a n n o u n c e d t h a t he would 
m a k e t h e new 18-hole golf course, to be 
s t a r t e d a t Hami l ton in t h e spring, h is h o m e 
course , and tha t it would be his pe r sona l 
idea in every deta i l of w h a t an ' ideal 
cou r se ' should be. 

" T h e champion ' s s t a t e m e n t was rece ived 
wi th e n t h u s i a s m as h i s vis i t to t h e uni-
ve r s i ty had been sh rouded in m y s t e r y unt i l 
t h e m e e t i n g in t h e chape l . He c o n f e r r e d 
wi th Wil l iam A. Reid, g r a d u a t e m a n a g e r 
of a th l e t i c s and m a y o r of Hami l ton , and 
S t a n l e y Thompson and R o b e r t T ren t J o n e s , 
golf a rch i t ec t s , in i n s p e c t i n g t h e 147-acre 
t r a c t w h e r e the cour se is to be bui l t . 

" S a r a z e n revea led t h a t for y e a r s he h a s 
h a d hopes of bui lding a course exac t ly a s 
he w a n t e d it, and t h a t a f t e r looking ove r 
t h e Colgate ac reage , h a d reached the con-
c lus ion t h a t the land w a s j u s t the t y p e he 
w a n t e d for the c o n s t r u c t i o n of his model 
course . Final a g r e e m e n t was reached a t 



a d inner following a meet ing with Presi-
dent George Barton Cut ten , archi tects , 
p rominent Hamil ton bus iness men and Mr. 
Reid. 

"In ta lk ing to the s tuden t s and faculty, 
Sarazen explained tha t he believed a golf 
course could be so cons t ruc ted tha t it 
would be of professional cal ibre fit for the 
championsh ip players and topnotch ama-
teurs and yet be compara t ive ly easy for 
the ordinary golfer. 

Course Ready in 1935 
"He is ready to prove th is theory upon 

his r e tu rn to Hamil ton to supervise the 
work in the spring. The champion in tends 
to have the course open for play in the 
s u m m e r of 1935. 

"Severa l unique f e a t u r e s will be included 
in the new course. Aside f rom the fact 
t ha t the course will be the first one of i ts 
kind laid out by Sarazen, every one of the 
18 holes will have a twin somewhere in the 
United Sta tes . In o ther words , Mr. Sara-
zen will choose his favor i te 18 holes f rom 
dif ferent courses, and include them in the 
new course. 

"Hami l ton is about 30 miles from Utica 
and Syracuse , central ly located in the 
s ta te . Both Utica and Syracuse have ex-
cel lent courses but it is ce r ta in tha t t he 
new layout will be in g rea t demand when 
it is completed. Several big matches will 
probably be staged there a s Sarazen is 
p lanning on making the Colgate course his 
home s tand ." 

The announcemen t of the new course 
br ings to mind the humble beginnings un-
der which the spor t was in t roduced at 
Hamil ton. In 1910 there were no golf 
clubs on the campus and a very few brave 
souls surrept i t ious ly sneaked out into the 
count ry to knock the l i t t le white pill 
around as bes t they might . 

In 1914 the Hamil ton Golf Club was 
formed, with Dr. F. M. Jones as cha i rman. 
A course was laid out behind the dormi-
tories, and the hazards of th is first course 
consisted of long grass , tho rny bushes, 
s tubble and a herd of some th i r ty cows, 

T h e g a m e has now been on the campus 
for about twen ty years and is a t p resen t 
played on the Seven Oaks Golf Course 
back of the universi ty. Besides Dr. Jones , 
the la te Dr. M. S. Reid was ins t rumenta l 
in es tab l i sh ing golf at Colgate, and the 
Pioneer Hole on the presen t course is dedi-
cated to his memory. Through t h e efforts 
of these men, sufficient f u n d s were pro-
cured to instal l the present golfing facili-
ties which s tudents and o the r s enjoy. 

Iowa +o Have Short Course 
March 5 and 6 

"THE THIRD annua l Greenkeepers ' Short 
• course will be held by Iowa S ta te Col-
lege, March 5 and 6. Kenneth Wel ton of 
the USGA Green Section will be chief 
speaker . 

An excellent prac t ica l program has been 
a r ranged by Prof. B. S. Pickett , head of the 
Dept. of Hor t i cu l tu re and by V. T. Stoute-
myer , research as s i s t an t . 

The ten ta t ive p rog ram: 

Monday, March 5 
9:30 Welcome, Prof . B. S. Picket t , Head. 

Dept. of Hort icul ture , Iowa StatP 
College. 

9:45 Tree Planting and Care — V. T. 
Stoutemyer , Dept. of Hor t icu l tu re , 
Iowa Sta te College. 

10:30 New Developments in Weed Control 
—Kenneth Welton, USGA Green Sec-
tion. 

12:15 Greenkeepers Luncheon. 
1:15 The Value and Use of Soil Organic 

Matter—Prof. B. J. F i rk ins , Soils 
Dept., Iowa S ta te College. 

2:15 Soil Conditioning and Drainage— 
Kenneth Welton. 

3:30 The Present Status of Fertilizer Us-
age—O. J . Noer, Sewerage Commis-
sion, Milwaukee, Wis. 

6:30 Greenkeepers Banquet—Address by 
I. T. Bode, S ta t e Fish and Game 
Warden, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Tuesday, March 6 
9:30 Getting Acquainted with Turf Grasses 

—V. T. Stoutemyer . 
10:30 Greenkeeping Problems of Today— 

Kenneth Welton. 
12:15 Greenkeepers Luncheon 

The Care and Maintenance of Me-
chanical Equipment—Prof. E. G. Mc-
Kibben, Agr icul tura l Engineer ing , 
Iowa State College. 

1:15 Turf and Soil Insects — Dr. C. J . 
Drake, Head, Dept. of Entomology, 
Iowa State College. 

2:15 Beneficial Birds—Proi. J . E. Guthr ie , 
Dept. of Zoology, Iowa Sta te College. 

3:15 Propagation and Growing of Flowers, 
Trees and Shrubs—Prof. E. C. Volz, 
Dept. of Hor t icu l ture , Iowa S ta t e 
College. 

A reg is t ra t ion fee of $1.00 will be charged 
for t he course. In te res ted g reenkeepe r s 
should wr i te Prof . B. S. Pickett , Dept. of 
Hor t icu l ture , Iowa S t a t e College, Ames, 
Iowa, for full detai ls . 


