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SINCE WE have chosen as our trade, a 
profession which is sponsored by golf 
it s t ands to reason tha t our a t t i tude 

toward the game should be one of appre-
ciation and encouragement even when con-
sidered f rom a selfish or personal view-
point only. When we take into c o n s i d e r -
ation the more worthy unselfish and, I 
might say, patriotic viewpoint , we visual-
ize millions of people who en joy the pleas-
ure, the health-giving recrea t ion , the ele-
ment of clean competi t ive spor t smansh ip 
and good fellowship, and the enormous 
field of employment for thousands of peo-
ple, all of which are provided by the game. 
Then we recognize a far more worthy rea-
son why we should p resen t an a t t i tude of 
apprecia t ion and encouragemen t toward 
the game. 

W h a t is our a t t i tude toward the game? 
I know of no be t ter a n s w e r t h a n tha t ex-
pressed by the action of the sponsors and 
a t t e n d a n t s of this convent ion and every 
other ga the r ing of g reenkeepe r s I have at-
tended s ince I became in te res ted in green-
keeping. Our a t t i tude is expressed by the 
t rend of conversat ion, by the papers read 
and the i n t e r e s t shown in the exhibition of 
golf suppl ies and equipment . 

Our ef for ts to acqua in t ourselves with 
pvery m e a n s calculated to he lp us to pro-
vide the best possible condi t ions for the 
game leave little doubt t h a t our a t t i tude 
toward golf is still one of fa i th and gen-
uine apprecia t ion . We apprec ia te the 
game for its contr ibut ion to humani ty and 
we have fa i th in the possibi l i t ies of its fu-
t u r e a s a provider of r emunera t ive indus-
try and i t s cont inuous fasc ina t ion and pop-
ular i ty a s a game. Otherwise , we surely 
would lose in te res t in the th ings which are 
so ent i re ly dependent upon it 

Greenkeepers' Interest Broad 
Our a t t i tude toward golf a s a sport is 

very genera l ly expressed in our evident in-
te res t in all i tems of news per ta in ing to 
the game. Give a g reenkeepe r his local 
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newspaper and I'll venture to say tha t in 
the major i ty of cases at least he will not 
overlook any item of news per ta ining to 
golf or his club or fail to show in some 
m a n n e r his prevalent in teres t in such 
news. 

It is , an interesting fact that a great 
many of the most successful greenkeepers 
are familiarly conversant with the rules 
and terms of golf as well as with the tech-
nicalities of greenkeeping. Ask a green-
keeper where or when any particular im-
portant golf event either national or sec-
tional was held. By whpm such event was 
won? Or any other question as to the out-
standing highlights of such events and al-
most invariably the answers are at his 
command. We talk, play, read, and think 
golf, all of which is evidence of a favor-
able and appreciative attitude toward the 
game. 

The industr ia l phase of golf is made up 
of the various e lements required to pro-
vide facil i t ies and equipment necessary to 
the pursui t of the game. During the past 
decade or more the golf indust ry has occu-
pied a place among the great indus t r i es of 
th is country. The manufac tu re and pro-
duction of golf and golf course equip-
men t and supplies has kept millions of dol-
lors in circulat ion and has provided em-
ployment for t housands of people. Con-
s t ruc t ion and ma in tenance of golf courses, 
clubhouses,, and o the r facil i t ies incident 
to the game has also been a grea t source 
of employment and t rade . These and va-
r ious o ther f ac to r s per t inent to the golf 
indus t ry cer ta inly meri t l iberal consider-
at ion and public-spirited appreciat ion. And 
it is my impress ion that no be t te r ex-
ample of our a t t i tude toward "golf t he in-
d u s t r y " could be cited than tha t expressed 
in t h e same in teres t and en thus iasm ex-
hibited at the convent ions and ga ther ings 
previously ment ioned. 

Golf's Losses in Line 
While it is impossible to disregard enor-

mous loss suffered by golf and the Indus-



try bs a resul t of the genera l economic 
depression, it cannot be regarded as rela-
tively g rea t e r than tha t which has been 
experienced by other sports and o ther in-
dustr ies . I do not feel t h a t we a s green-
keepers nor the many other beneficiar ies 
of t he t rade and employment subsidiary to 
golf should accep t this condit ion a s an in-
surmountab le obstacle to the success of 
the game or t h e business any more than 
have the p romoters and p u r s u a n t s of o ther 
sports and industr ies . 

It has been gratifying to the interested 
observer to note that as the trying con-
ditions have presented themselves they 
have been met with increasingly coura-
geous efforts that have proven success-
ful to a degree that would have been un-
believable three years ago. Credit for 
the degree of success achieved by the 
greenkeepers must be shared with the 
equipment manufacturers, the producers 
and distributors of supplies, scientific re-
search, and many other contributing agen-
cies. 

The liberal co-operation of t h e s e agen-
cies supplemented by our unfa l t e r ing in-
te res t in our work and our p r ide in the 
quality of our achievements h a v e made 
possible the continuation of a ve ry high 
s tandard of golf course m a i n t e n a n c e at a 
cost much less than would have been pos-
sible only a few years ago. W e have 
learned to organize and uti l ize labor in a 
manner tha t great ly reduces the labor 
hours per unit of work. Manufac tu re r s 
have developed labor-saving machinery 
and we heave learned to use it advan-
tageously. Chemists have pe r fec ted more 
effective and less expensive fo rmulas for 
the control of diseases and o the r pests 
and for fer t i l izat ion, and we have learned 
to use t h e s e more effectively and more 
economically. 

Helped by Scientists 
Science has contr ibuted g rea t ly to our 

cause. The scientif ic inves t iga tor through 
research has accumulated an enormous 
store of valuable informat ion and has 
given it to us through t h e agenc ies of 
men who have been t ra ined to in te rpre t 
and d i ssemina te scientific in fo rmat ion in 
t e rms modified in such m a n n e r a s to be 
easily unders tood and economical ly and 
effectively applied. Through t h e aid of 
these men we no longer have to depend 
on scientific or technical genera l i t i e s as 
they br ing the informat ion to us in such 
form as to be applicable to the var ious in-

dividual conditions obta in ing on our golf 
courses . 

The conditions which we encounter in 
golf course work a re t h e objects of t he 
exper iments which have been and a re still 
being scientifically conducted in th is par-
t icular field of r e sea rch . Consequent ly 
each specific case rece ives thorough in-
ves t iga t ions and the resu l t s of these in-
ves t igat ions a re given to us in specific 
case prescr ipt ions. This modern tendency 
to s impl i fy and a l locate scientific infor-
mat ion has been the m e a n s by which sci-
ence has given us the g rea tes t aid in our 
ef for ts to save money in golf course con-
s t ruc t ion and main tenance , and be t te r still 
to keep our golf courses in be t te r condi-
tion a t no addit ional cost . 

Other impor tant scientif ic cont r ibut ions 
to our work have been the development 
of s imple methods of t es t ing soils to deter-
mine the i r physical sui tabi l i ty to turf pro-
duction and the p resence of or the possible 
deficiency of necessa ry plant food ele-
men t s . 

How may these scientif ic contr ibut ions 
have affected our a t t i t ude toward golf? 
They have given us added assurance in our 
ef for ts to cope with t h e every-day prob-
lems of golf course ma in tenance and con-
sequent ly a br ighter and more confident 
a t t i t ude toward the work which we have 
chosen as our profession, and in t u r n to-
ward golf, the sponsor of th is profession. 

The progress of t he game dur ing the 
pas t decade has brought about many devel-
o p m e n t s in various f e a t u r e s of the aver-
age player ' s game t h a t have in some cases 
made necessary cer ta in a d j u s t m e n t s of fa-
cili t ies for the game, including t h e struc-
tu ra l f ea tu re s of the golf course and 
ma in tenance methods . In still o ther cases 
the modern game permi t s a l te ra t ions and 
a d j u s t m e n t s of o ther f e a t u r e s tha t a re not 
ac tual ly required for the game but t h a t 
tend to simplify ma in t enance problems. 
Here the greenkeeper has shown his att i-
tude of in teres t by following the p rogress 
of the game and acqui r ing an unders tand-
ing of the inherent r equ i rements , modern-
izing his course and ma in tenance m e t h o d s 
to sui t . These modernizat ion ac t iv i t ies 
have included the ins ta l la t ion of d ra inage 
and irr igat ion sys tems, const ruct ion and 
a l te ra t ion of greens, tees , bunkers , etc., 
and changes in me thods of watering, mow-
ing, fert i l izat ion, and o ther minor phases 
of main tenance , most of which have been 
beneficial both f rom a s tandpoin t of the 
g a m e and the up keep of the golf course . 



Greenkeeping must be p rogress ive in order 
to provide sa t i s fac tory faci l i t ies for a 
progress ive game, and we as g reenkeepers 
mus t be progressive and bear a progres-
sive a t t i t ude toward the game in order to 
keep up with our jobs. T h a t many of us 
have managed to hold on to our jobs dur-
ing this period of golf progress ion and eco-
nomic depression bears evidence of pro-
gress ive a t t i tude and incl inat ion toward 
both the game and our jobs. 

Landscaping Is Asset 
There is one par t icular phase of the t rue 

golf cou r se modernizat ion scheme which I 
believe to be of g rea t impor t ance in the 
m a t t e r of adding a t t r ac t ion to the game 
and e levat ing the recognized ra t ing of our 
profess ion, and this is the beautif ication 
or improvement of landscape appearance . 
There has been a very not iceable trend in 
this direct ion during the pas t few years 
which has certainly just if ied any effort or 
expense pu t for th in such work. 

Yet I am inclined to believe that we 
greenkeepers as a rule would find it to 
our ultimate advantage if we gave more 
thought and consideration to this work in 
the future than we have in the past. 

Of course the scarci ty of f u n d s has been 
a hand icap to such work but i t is reason-
able to believe tha t if sufficient thought is 
given to th is end we will be able to ac-
complish quite a lot wi th l i t t le or no 
added expense . A li t t le c lean ing up of the 
was te a reas here and the re and the judi-
cious p lan t ing of nat ive t r e e s or shrubs, 
which may be found on mos t club prop-
ert ies , at properly selected s i tes about the 
course will add great ly to the beauty and 
a t t r ac t ivenes s of the course and grounds. 
This work m a y be accomplished at such 
spare t ime as may occur dur ing the course 
of a season at pract ical ly no noticeable 
burden on the club t r easu ry . I earnes t ly 
r ecommend t h a t this phase of greenkeep-
ing be thought fu l ly considered when plan-
ning next year ' s ma in tenance and improve-
men t p rogram, as I am s u r e tha t such 
work will be apprecia ted and commended 
by our employers and by t h o s e who use 
or have access to the course or grounds. 

Our a t t i t ude toward our c lubs should be 
cons idered f rom the s t andpo in t of both 
bus iness and associat ion. Our work 
br ings us in contact with m a n y members 
of t h e club, which necess i t a tes diplomatic 
considera t ion of thei r r eques t s or sugges-
t ions. While , a s a rule, we a r e directly 
accountab le only to the green-chai rman, 

we a r e f requent ly called upon to explain 
var ious phases of our work or to defend 
our ideas or r easons for various th ings 
we do or leave undone to any member of 
the club who wishes to discuss such mat-
t e r s with us. In th is respect our position 
is d i f ferent f rom t h a t of most bus iness 
employes. Being accountable in a sense 
to each member of t h e club may be con-
fus ing or even disagreeable at t imes, yet 
we seem to get something out of the con-
tac t tha t tends to instill within us a more 
f r a t e r n a l a t t i tude toward the member s 
than employes have toward their employ-
ers . 

The responsibilities of keeping the golf 
course and grounds in good condition rest 
jointly on the shoulders of the green-chair-
man and the greenkeeper; consequently 
these two men should understand each 
other as thoroughly as possible and should 
co-operate fully in all matters requiring 
joint thought and action. They should be 
able to discuss matters pertaining to the 
upkeep or improvement of the course in 
such a manner as to bring about intelli-
gent and practical execution of the work, 
and this can be accomplished only through 
understanding and liberal co-operation. 

The g reenkeeper ' s a t t i tude toward his 
club and i ts officials should be loyal, re-
spect ful , and co-operative, and the ex-
t en t of t ime mark ing the period tha t many 
g reenkeeper s se rve one club bears evi-
dence tha t such a policy is general ly ac-
cepted and pract iced in our profession. 

The re seems to be some sort of inherent 
bond tha t grows up with association with 
a golf club, even in the capaci ty of an 
employe, t h a t we can ' t very well elude if 
we a re in teres ted in our work and a re at 
all recept ive to h u m a n in teres ts and ac-
t ivi t ies . The s t r e n g t h of this bond is in-
dicated by the comparat ively small per-
cen tage of people who voluntari ly abandon 
club work in p re fe rence for o ther occu-
pat ions a f t e r they have once become affil-
ia ted with such work. 

W e h a v e fought a good fight in our re-
spect ive posi t ions and In our individual 
and collective ef for ts to aid golf and the 
c lubs to surv ive and thr ive during th is 
depress ion period. I am confident t h a t 
our a t t i tude has been made no less loyal 
or fa i th fu l as a resu l t of extended ef for ts 
and added responsibi l i t ies , and tha t we 
shal l car ry on indefini tely with the s a m e 
in teres t , courage, and determinat ion which 
is bound to resu l t in continued aid to golf 
and our clubs. 


