
Eighty At tend Iowa Greens Course 
Pupils Say Course Worth 

Many $ in Savings 
By C. G . Y A R N 

THE Iowa Greenkeepers ' Shor t Course 

held a t Iowa State college, Ames, March 
5 and 6, broke all records for a t tendance , 
reg is te r ing over 80 green-cha i rmen and 
greenkeepers . 

The " H e a r t of Amer ica" Greenkeepers ' 
associat ion, Kansas City, Mo., was repre-
sented by 7 members , and the i r presi-
dent , W. C. Pe te rs , acted as cha i rman of 
the Tuesday a f te rnoon sess ion. Other 
s t a t e s r ep re sen ted were Minnesota , Illi-
nois and Nor th Dakota. 

This was the first t ime t h e s e boys have 
a t tended our shor t course and f rom their 
conversa t ions I feel they were amply re-
paid and will do their best to br ing o thers 
with t h e m to our 1935 meet ing . 

Kenne th Wel ton of the Green Section 
was our principal speaker . He all but 
opened a hole in our heads to pour into 
our b ra ins the absolute necess i ty of hav-
ing correc t top soil. 

Af t e r Wel ton ' s lecture on the above 
topic one of the green-chai rmen said, "I 
wish I had heard this l ec tu re three or 
four yea r s ago." He feels l ike some of 
t he res t of us. He doesn ' t l ike the idea 
of rebui ld ing his old greens, and put t ing 
them out of play for a long period or try-
ing to rebuild his top soil f rom the top 
down. 

Another golf course super in tenden t told 
t h e wr i t e r h is club had saved thousands of 
dol lars in f u t u r e greens expense by fol-
lowing Wel ton ' s advice on top soil and 
dra inage. 

One out of s ta te member said he would 
have to go home and improve the top soil 
he had a l ready prepared to put on 9 new 
greens . Th i s man traveled a long way to 
a t t end our shor t course, but no doubt he 
will be repaid for his t rouble and t ime 
in being sure of this one impor t an t par t 
in bui lding greens . 

We w e r e very pleased to have O. J. 
Noer wi th us again th is year . He is a 
very convinc ing speaker and we always 
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Important Maintenance 
Advances Described 

By VERNON STOUTEMYER 

T H I R D annual g reenkeepers shor t course 
' held March 5 and 6 a t Iowa S ta t e Col-

lege was the la rges t and most successfu l 
yet held. The re were 80 g reenkeepe r s 
reg i s te red for the course, and some vis-
i tors . The in te res t shown in the course 
was unusual . 

Prof . B. S. P icke t t officially welcomed 
the visi t ing greenkeepers . He told of t h e 
faci l i t ies at the college available to the 
g reenkeepe r s for the i r aid in organiza-
t ional work, insect disease, and soil and 
o ther problems. 

Slides of su i table t r ees for use on golf 
courses and view of some well designed 
p lan t ings were shown by V. T. Stoute-
myer . The use of so r t s suscept ible to dis-
eases and insects , lack of diversif ication, 
neglect of t he eve rg reens for p lan t ing 
about tees and greens , and plant ing in 
checkerboard fashion or rows to define 
f a i rways were some mis takes which were 
pointed out. 

In te res t ing new informat ion in regard to 
chemical t r e a t m e n t s for weed control 
w e r e presented by Kenne th Welton, USGA 
Green Section. He emphasized the value 
of l iberal fer t i l izat ion at one t ime for 
f a i rways in order to establ ish a weed re-
s i s t an t turf , in con t r a s t to the appl icat ion 
of smal le r amoun t s a t more f r equen t in-
te rva ls . The t r e a t m e n t of compost to pre-
vent weed seeds was discussed. 

T h e a f te rnoon of the first day was de-
voted to a discussion of soils and water-
ing. Prof . B. J. F i rk ins of the Soils de-
p a r t m e n t of the college told of the role 
played by organic m a t t e r in the soil. 

Kenne th Wel ton discussed t h e proper 
t r e a t m e n t s for the r a the r heavy soils 
found in most par t s of Iowa. He advised 
a more liberal use of t i l ing and a proper 
p repara t ion of soils when building the 
green in order to get a higher pe rcen tage 
of organic ma t t e r than is usually obtained 
and to obtain a more porous and f r i ab le 
soil. 

O. J . Noer gave a ta lk which presen ted 



many new watering ideas of great help 
in reducing troubles in hot weather. He 
helped to clear up many controversial 
points concerning the time, amount and 
frequency of watering, making observa-
tions from a long experience with golf 
course practices. He advised the use of 
a spike roller on areas of the green which 
dry out quickly or do not take water rap-
idly. Hand watering may be advisable 
on parts of sharply contoured greens dur-
ing the troublesome hot weather. The 
"layer cake" green gives an unusual 
amount of trouble. 

John MacGregor addressed the green-
keepers at the luncheon for greenkeep-
ers. He said recent conditions had sud-
denly awakened the greenkeepers to the 
great value of the turf gardens of the 
USGA Green Section. The necessity for 
accurate turf knowledge was made im-
perative by retrenchment in club operat-
ing costs. The Green Section and the 
work of the national association need to 
be supported. Some aspects of the new 
regional organization development in the 
NAGA were explained. 

The Iowa greenkeeping group appre-
ciated the opportunity to get acquainted 
with MacGregor, who has long been prom-
inent in the greenkeeping profession. 

On the second day V. T. Stoutemyer 
discussed turf grasses. Kenneth Welton 
told of new ideas in golf course manage-
ment and economies. He described the 
advantages of smaller greens and areas. 
He also explained a practical cost account-
ing system which showed detailed costs 
to the clubs at a glance. O. J. Noer dis-
cussed fertilization of grass turf. 

The greenkeepers were told that paint-
ing often did not really prolong the life 
of machinery so much but that it did have 
a good psychological effect. Painting, it 
was pointed out, revealed parts which need-
ed replacing or missing bolts, said Prof. 
E. G. McKibben. He also gave directions 
for the lubrication of machinery, the care 
of tools and other mechanical problems. 

Prof. E. C. Volz of the Department of 
Floriculture showed colored lantern slides 
of useful flowers and discussed their use 
and care. Prof. H. W. Richey gave some 
important points on tree pruning and care, 
using slides to illustrate his remarks. 

The life history and control of turf and 
tree insect pests were treated by Profes-
sors Drake and Decker of the Entomology 
department. 

A number of commercial firms had ex-

I have worked with other trade and professional 
groups, but I do not believe that I ever have 
seen any other group quite as aggressive, up-and-
coming and as ready to take over new ideas, as 
the greenkeepers in Iowa. 

The intelligence and spirit in the greenkeeping 
profession speaks well for the future. What we 
need to do now is to get together and push the 
game of golf. The pros, the greenkeepers, manu-
facturers and many others will reap the harvest. 
It will mean a great deal to the health and 
mental attitude of the American people. 

V. T. STOUTEMEYER. 
Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station. 

hibits of machinery, fertilizers, peats and 
other golf course supplies which attracted 
the attention of the greenkeepers. The 
college had a display of various turf 
grasses and some cultures of turf disease 
fungi. 

Course W o r t h Many $s 
(Continued from page 56) 

get new ideas each time he appears on the 
program. We are beginning to learn that 
specialists are needed to direct operations 
on a golf course as well as to operation 
on the human body. 

Professors Pickett, Stoutemyer, Vif-
quain and other members of the college 
faculty did a good job of arranging and 
also taking part in the sessions. We 
missed Leo Feser of the National Organi-
zation, but he was unable to attend this 
year. He helped us organize our associa-
tion 3 years ago and we all appreciate the 
fine work he is doing for the national as-
sociation. 

Our turf garden which was planted last 
fall by the Green Section under the per-
sonal supervision of Kenneth Welton, was 
fully explained by Jack Welsh, pro-green-
keeper at Wakonda Club in Des Moines, 
where the garden is located. Welsh urged 
members of the short course, also the col-
lege faculty who are interested in this 
project to keep in close touch with this 
work, and to come down from time to time 
and watch the growth of the different 
grasses in this plot and see what progress 
they make under Iowa weather conditions. 


