
Teaching to 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 Kids 
Calls for Pro Training 

By "CECE" HOLLINGSWORTH 

PROMOTING golf a m o n g t he five million 
s t u d e n t s who are po ten t ia l go l fe r s is of 
t ime ly i m p o r t a n c e . T h i s wil l be done 

even tua l ly as many e d u c a t o r s recognize 
the va lue of t h i s type of r ec rea t ion and 
educa t ion . However the s t i m u l u s has 
never been sufficient to cause genera l ac-
ceptance in t he publ ic school p rog ram. So 
f a r a s t h e work has been done wi th pri-
vate schools or colleges and in t e r scho las t i c 
01 in te rco l l eg ia t e t eam play. Very l i t t le 
has been done about m a k i n g the t each ing 
of golf a p a r t of the publ ic school curr icu-
lum. 

Unques t i onab ly golf should be a p a r t of 
the publ ic school a th le t i c ac t iv i t i e s . Nev-
e r the le s s severa l objec t ions a r i s e which 
mus t be me t before golf can be aceptable 
to the school p rog ram. To be genera l ly ac-
cepted t he t e a c h i n g m u s t no t t a k e too l a rge 
a g round a rea . The d a n g e r f a c t o r mus t be 
min imized . The per un i t cost of ins t ruc-
tion m u s t c o m p a r e f avo rab ly w i th t h a t of 
o the r accepted types of play. T h e cost of 
e q u i p m e n t a n d the m a i n t e n a n c e of s ame 
mus t be w i t h i n the reach of t h e school 
sys tem. 

Actua l oppor tun i ty for p lay m u s t be af-
forded, financed by t he school. The ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n of th is ac t iv i ty will p r e sen t a 
m a j o r p rob lem. The i n s t r u c t o r m u s t mee t 
the r e q u i r e m e n t s of the t e a c h i n g profes-
sion. These casual ly noted p rob lems and 
many more will p resen t t h e m s e l v e s to be 
solved or a d a p t e d be fore t he five mil l ion 
can be reached successful ly . 

Golf Teaching Space 
Such a p r o g r a m is c e r t a in ly one which 

is feasible . Cag ing would be possible in 
such a way a s to m a k e all wal l space avail-
able and d rop ne t s could be a r r a n g e d for 
added space. Most p l ay -g rounds a re too 
small now but most of t h e m h a v e space 
which could be adap ted to golf i n s t ruc t ion . 
Room can be found fo r i n s t r u c t i o n and 
prac t ice n e t s if t he ac t iv i ty is adap t ab l e 
and it is. T h e per un i t cost of i n s t ruc t ion 

would appear to c o m p a r e favorab ly w i t h 
the cost of o the r play act iv i t ies . Many m o r e 
fo r i n s t ance could use the space a l lo t t ed 
to a t enn i s cour t t h a n can play t enn i s . 
T h e s ame m i g h t be sa id for basketba l l ami 
c e r t a i n l y no more expense would be in-
volved. 

T h e danger f ac to r m u s t be min imized . 
F r o m the s t a n d p o i n t of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h i s 
is a m a j o r fac tor . T h e acceptance a n d 
success of golf a s a physical educa t ion 
a c t i v i t y depends to a la rge ex ten t on t h e 
s a f e n e s s and t h e adap tab i l i t y to m a s s in-
s t r u c t i o n . No ac t iv i ty regard less of i t s 
benef i t s may be accepted into a phys ica l 
educa t ion p r o g r a m wi thou t a m a x i m u m 
s a f e t y factor . 

P r a c t i c e in the golf ac t iv i ty as a whole 
is essen t ia l to m a i n t a i n in te res t . T h i s is 
t r u e of all games . We m u s t b r eak al l 
g a m e s up in to t he i r e lements in o rde r to 
l ea rn f u n d a m e n t a l s . But we m u s t also of-
fe r t h e ac t iv i ty a s a whole or we shal l 
neve r accomplish our goal. The inab i l i t y 
to offer the whole g a m e is probably t h e 
m a i n reason fo r golf never h a v i n g been 
given genera l ly in t h e physical educa t ion 
p r o g r a m . T h i s a d a p t a b i l i t y would seem 
imposs ib le . J u s t how th i s can be accom-
pl i shed is a p rob lem. However a plan 
could sure ly be a r r a n g e d by which a cer-
t a in n u m b e r of c a r d s could be played a t 
t he nea re s t mun ic ipa l course as a h o m e 
a s s i g n m e n t . T h e a c t u a l r a t i n g fo r g r a d e s 
could be done by objec t ive t es t s a t t h e 
school i tself . 

T h i s ac t iv i ty is essent ia l ly one of indi-
v idua l p e r f o r m a n c e . In th is respec t golf 
is no t un l ike those ac t iv i t i e s on t h e t r a c k 
or in gymnas t ics . T h e fac tors of indi-
v idua l compet i t ion and team play a r e q u i t e 
as p r e s e n t in golf a s in m a n y o t h e r ac-
cepted ac t iv i t ies . W e shal l find t h i s t r u e 
espec ia l ly in such e v e n t s as two ball four -
somes and t eam even t s . A scor ing sys t em 
wi th objec t ive m e a s u r e m e n t is ve ry fea-
sible. Scor ing may be a r r a n g e d in the m o r e 



essent ia l phases of the game. Thus golf, 
it would seem, has been overlooked as an 
act iv i ty adaptab le to the physical educa-
tion cur r icu lum. 

One of t he ma jo r act ivi t ies in physical 
educat ion is the carryover . In golf one 
finds more people par t ic ipa t ing f rom the 
age of the pre-school child to the feeble 
adul t t h a n any act ivi ty except swimming. 
Unlike many games and act iv i t ies of physi-
cal contac t golf may be par t i c ipa ted in by 
two of very unequal scoring abil i ty. In no 
o ther g a m e can one hand icap so fairly. 
A lack of adaptabi l i ty to objec t ive measure-
men t r ende r s many other ac t iv i t ies unequal 
to golf as a universal game with equal 
appeal to young and old, exper ienced and 
inexper ienced alike. 

Instructor's Qualifications 
The in s t ruc to r must know golf and must 

mee t t he r equ i remen t s of the t each ing pro-
fession. The teaching has se t for itself 
a high r equ i remen t of profess ional train-
ing. This is required in o rder t h a t all in-
s t ruc to r s shal l be well grounded in the un-
de r s t and ing of the pupil. In teaching, the 
sciences, social sciences, psychology, Eng-
lish, foreign languages, etc., insure the 
profess ion t h a t individuals g radua t ing in 
teaching will have a good genera l back-
ground. T h e s e are general r equ i remen t s in 
educat ion. The old t ime ball p layers who 
got the i r coaching jobs for wha t they knew-
of a spor t a r e being replaced by men pro-
fessional ly t ra ined in educat ion. The pro-
fessional ly t ra ined men in educat ion will 
cer ta in ly be the type of men who will qual-
ify as an ins t ruc tor in the public schools. 
"P ros" a re passing up a golden oppor tuni ty 
in not p repar ing themse lves properly if 
they wish to go into th is line of work. 

Unques t ionably the field is open and the 
"five mi l l ion" a re in the "golf marke t ' s 
cradle ." Golf is adaptable to the physical 
educat ion program. The a ims and objec-
t ives in physical education a re highly satis-
fied. Golf is adaptable to all ages , to all 
physiques, to both sexes, and it carr ies 
over for a longer period than any other 
act ivi ty . Golf appeals to the in t rover ted 
and ex t rover ted persons alike. Golf par-
t ic ipat ion requi res no set deg ree of pro-
ficiency to be of in teres t in par t ic ipat ion 
and compet i t ion. The s i tua t ion is ideal 
but the act ivi ty must be adap ted to the cur-
r iculum and the public school is the proper 
med ium th rough which to promote this 
mos t ideal activity. 

BRIGHT LINES FROM 
BRIGHT PROS 

D L A Y UP THE c lass lessons for juveni les . 
' A pupil who develops into a champion 
m e a n s much bigger earn ings for his pro. 
and every pupil who shows in te res t and a 
be t t e r game increases your business now 
wi th pupil and parents , as well as insur-
ing your fu tu re . 

Bobby Cruickshank, 
Country Club of Virginia. 

* * * 

C T A R T E A R L Y . Y o u c a n s e l l a l o t of 
^ goods to your members before they 
get out on the course. They'll give you 
t ime for inspect ing and buying merchan 
dise a t their homes and offices before the 
season. When the season s ta r t s they a r^ 
keen to play r a the r t han to stop to buy. 

Harold Clasen, 
Cloquet (Minn.) G. C. * * * 

I F Y O U R M E M B E R S c a n g e t " t h e b e s t " 
• anywhere else in quality, value or serv-
ice in sales or lessons, then you'd be t t e r 
r ev i se your method of operat ing before 
you can boast tha t you a re doing r ight by 
your job. 

" T h e bes t" means t h a t the ha rdes t work 
has to be done. We accept t ha t as our 
job. "The bes t " in 1933 isn't going to be 
good enough to r a t e as " the best ' for 1934. 
W e all have to advance with the years . 
The Harrison Brothers (Don and Elmer), 

Algonquin G. C. (St. Louis district). 
* * * 

T H E M O S T S U C C E S S F U L i d e a f o r in-
' c reased in teres t and business at our club 

in 1933 was the schedul ing of more tourna-
m e n t s with out-of-town clubs. Home and 
r e t u r n matches were played. During one 
of t h e s e matches more people played our 
course than ever before . More tourna-
m e n t s within the club helped a lot. Th i s 
l ivelier t ou rnamen t play brought me an 
inc rease over 1932 business . 

Robert Collett, 
Elkins (W. Va.) C. C. * * * 

i F THERE'S EVER any doubt, give t h e 
I m e m b e r the benefi t . When you have 
your m e m b e r s confident that you a r e sin-
cere in serving them and not a f t e r t h e m 


