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College Short course. 

Massachusetts Leads Featuring 
Sports as Big Business 

MA S S A C H U S E T T S S T A T E C O L L E G E 

led t h e c o u n t r y in e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
h igh ly t ime ly and va luab l e work wi th 

t he r e c r e a t i o n con fe r ence he ld a t A m h e r s t , 
March 16-18. O the r s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e 
due to a d o p t t h e idea P r e s i d e n t H u g h 
B a k e r a n d his a s soc ia t e s p r e s e n t e d for the 
e n j o y m e n t of " the new l e i s u r e " and t he 
u t i l i za t ion of s t a t e r e s o u r c e s . 

T h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s e v e n t w e n t off wi th 
such def in i te va lue and keen i n t e r e s t tha t 
p robab ly t h e MAC organ iza t ion itself was 
a m a z e d a t t h e success of i ts first confer-
ence. C e r t a i n l y t he a t h l e t i c goods field 
was c a u g h t n a p p i n g in no t r ea l i z ing the 
n a t u r e of t h e m a r k e t d e v e l o p m e n t work in-
a u g u r a t e d a t A m h e r s t . 

T h e " C a g e , " indoor a th l e t i c es tab l i sh-
m e n t a t A m h e r s t , housed exh ib i t s of a th-
let ic goods d e a l e r s and t h e u s u a l a n n u a l 
d isplay of c o u r s e m a i n t e n a n c e e q u i p m e n t 
a n d supp l i e s a s well as an i m p r e s s i v e ex-
hibi t of t h e work done by s t u d e n t s a t Prof . 
L a w r e n c e Dick inson ' s s h o r t cou r se in 
g r e e n k e e p i n g . T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l demon-
s t r a t i o n s m a d e by s h a r p s h o o t e r s a n d cast-
ing e x p e r t s in t he employ of m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
and wild l i fe exh ib i t s p r e s e n t e d by park 
commiss ions . 
State's Second Largest Business 

T h e tip-off to t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t he MAC 
c o n f e r e n c e c a m e in a ca sua l r e f e r e n c e to 
r e c r e a t i o n be ing t h e second b i g g e s t busi-
ness in M a s s a c h u s e t t s . Th i s w a s m a d e by 

H a r r i s A. Reynolds , s e c r e t a r y of t he s t a t e 
F o r e s t a n d P a r k assoc ia t ion , du r ing a t a l k 
on b r id le t ra i l s . M a s s a c h u s e t t s t h i s y e a r 
o p e n s a c ross -s ta te b r id l e t ra i l a long back-
c o u n t r y roads . F i g u r i n g t h a t a r ide r s p e n d s 
a b o u t $10 a day w h e n cross-count ry r id ing , 
t h e a m o u n t of m o n e y p u t into c i r cu la t ion 
by th i s spor t a lone is going to be f a r m 
relief to m a n y of t h e r u r a l r e s iden t s . 

N a t u r a l l y , golf w a s a f e a t u r e d s u b j e c t 
b e c a u s e t he whole a f f a i r was more or l ess 
an o u t g r o w t h of t h e h ighly s u c c e s s f u l 
g r e e n k e e p e r s ' sho r t c o u r s e s conduc ted by 
Prof . Dickinson. T h e a l u m n i of t h e e igh t 
a n n u a l s h o r t cou r ses o rgan ized a t A m h e r s t 
d u r i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e a n d a s you look o v e r 
t he n a m e s and loca t ions of t he m e m b e r s 
of t h i s a l u m n i a s soc i a t i on you rea l ize t h a t 
A m h e r s t is going to be g rowing in impor-
t a n c e as t he focal poin t of some s ign i f ican t 
g r e e n k e e p i n g r e s e a r c h work. F o r e s t r y , 
hun t ing , fishing, l a n d s c a p e , hiking, s k i i n g 
and o t h e r w in t e r s p o r t s , g a m e p re se rva -
tion a n d w o m e n ' s o u t d o o r ac t iv i t ies w e r e 
s ec t ions of the c o n f e r e n c e , which, in addi-
t ion to golf, w e r e g iven ex tens ive t r ea t -
m e n t . 

Jaques Heads Golf Program 
On the golf end of t h e p rogram, H e r b e r t 

J a q u e s , p r e s iden t of t he USGA, was t h e 
l ead ing s p e a k e r . J a c k Mackie was head-
m a n f o r t he pros, t h e s e c r e t a r y of t he Mas-
s a c h u s e t t s GA gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g a d d r e s s 
in wh ich he b rough t ou t t h a t t he s t a t e had 



f rom % to % of an ac re of ground per 
player devoted to golf and Tom Jones , 
ve teran manage r of the H a r v a r d Club of 
Boston, toge the r with S. G. Sleeper , man-
ager of The Country Club a t Brookline, 
were the headl iners on the club manager s ' 
section. 

The g reenkeeper s were given a program 
of pract ical value. These add re s se s will 
appear in GOLFDOM as space permits . 
Dickinson had mustered such author i t ies 
as C. A. Holl ister , Guy Wes t , A. P. Dach-
noski-Stokes, Prof. H. F. Nor th , Casper 
McCullough, Wal te r Hatch , Dr. Ernes t 
Herman , Paul Wanberg and W m . Perkins 
on his p rogram. 

Herb Graffis, GOLFDOM's editor , also 
spoke, giving the happy news tha t clubs 
are due for a brutal h ike in course main-
tenance costs this year because of the in-
creased wage scale they would have to 
pay on account of compet i t ion for labor 
with nat ional and s ta te gove rnmen t work 
scales. The Graffis addres s is printed in 
this issue, not because the GOLFDOM 
mouthpiece is enraptured wi th h is evangel-
ism, but because the g reenkeepe r s a t Am-
hers t reques ted tha t cha i rmen and o ther 
officials be acquainted with t h e fact tha t 
a g reenkeepe r can ' t compete on a 35c scale 
for labor wi th Roosevelt who pays 50c. 

Notes t aken on this A m h e r s t session 
would fill the Congressional Library , so 
instead of t ry ing to give the laddies the 
complete box score, we'll have to hit only 
a few of the high spots. 

* * * 

"We asked golf a rchi tec ts , g reenkeepers . 
green-chairman, pro and a m a t e u r s tars , 
high handicap players and landscape men 
what they observed about g reens . In vary-
ing order they answered : 

"Speed, grain, color, roll, k ind and vigor 
of grass , color, purity, effects of t r ea tmen t , 
length of cut, weeds, wea r ing of turf 
around cup, t r ap grooming, landscape 
f r a m e of green picture, physical condit ion." 

—C. A. Sawyer. 
• * * 

"Golf is in t r ica te enough in i ts mechanics 
to confound the experts . 

"The automobile ' s e n l a r g e m e n t of a rea 
avai lable for golf courses was the biggest 
single f ac to r in the growth of t h e game. 

"Golf should take on new vigor ; it 's now 
so easy for t he una t t ached gol fer to find 
a club home. 

"Caddies get f rom $5,000 to $20,000 an-

nual income f rom golf in compara t ive ly 
smal l metropol i tan communi t ies . 

T h e 208 men concerned with de te rmin-
ing the PGA pla t fo rm on fundamen ta l prin-
ciples and mechanics of the golf s t roke 
won ' t find t h a t t h e r e is a ' secre t some-
th ing ' in the s t roke, bu t they will end the 
confus ion brought about by so m a n y in-
s t ruc to r s saying his way is the only way." 

—Jack Mackie. 
* • * 

"Get the public in te res ted in any legis-
lat ion for the sound development of recrea-
tion and the legis la tors will ac t ." 

—S. A. York. 

Golf Main "New Leisure" Sport 
"Golf is the leader in public r ec rea t ion 

p rograms because the self-l iquidating pos-
sibil i t ies of public golf courses can help 
to reduce the tax r a t e s and br ing benef i t s 
of ' the new leisure ' to t he pHblic. 

"You can ' t t ake the recreat ion bus iness 
a w a y f rom Massachuse t t s like the shoe, 
text i le and f a rming bus iness can be t a k e n 
away . " 

— H a r r i s A. Reynolds . • * * 

"If you have severa l si tes for a golf 
course , don' t be mis led into buying the 
cheapes t simply because it is t h e cheap-
es t . " 

—Wal t e r B. Ha tch . • * • 

"Solve the social problems or look for 
revol t or d ic ta torship . 

" T h e cuddled m a n n e r of living in the 
win te r has undermined vasomotor effi-
ciency and has been responsible for many 
d i seases p reventab le by par t ic ipa t ion in 
outdoor win ter spor ts . 

" T h e finest cont r ibut ion golf can m a k e 
to the social life of t h e country is in mak-
ing the c lubhouses available for y e a r 
' round use on p r o g r a m s tha t will p reven t 
t he t rend toward the break-up of homes . 

" T h e husband goes off to play golf and 
leaves his family to s h i f t for themselves in 
the h u n t for recrea t ion . (The speaker evi-
dentally was unaware of the large number 
of husbands who have to muscle off the 
lids of cans for dinner while their reives 
are playing golf.) 

"Golf is the g rea tes t moral game we 
have. 

"Golf is a comparat ive ly s imple sport 
wi th a large number of skilled i l l i t e ra tes 
among the golfers . (Whereupon Jack 
Mackie, Alec Lindsay and other pros in at-
tendance. giggled softly.) 



The "Cage" at M A C provides a great location for exhibition of course maintenance 
equipment. 

"The professionals ' oppor tuni t ies are 
constant ly growing. In the f u t u r e he will 
not only be a golf pro as we recognize 
these gent lemen now, but will be a recrea-
tional d i rec tor . " 

—Dr. E r n e s t Herman . * * * 

"This was the best win te r we ever had 
for win te r sports. 

"We have a sl iding scale of winter sport 
membersh ip rates, dependent on the num-
ber of days skat ing and coas t ing are avail-
able. 

" W i n t e r sports a re not expensive and 
they enab le the g reenkeepe r to keep key-
men of his crew instead of having to t ra in 
new men a t the s ta r t of the golfing sea-
son." 

—Paul Wanberg . * * * 

"I now show you a char t tha t will prove 
to any official or g reenkeeper the lowering 
in condit ion of a course t h a t is inevitable 
when budge t s are reduced at well-man-
aged courses . 

" F a i r w a y wate r ing inc reases mowing 
costs 10% to 12%." 

—Prof. Lawrence Dickinson. • * * 

"In every sport ma in tenance of the field 
is blamed for the loss of games , but the 
schedule m a k e r s never consider the 
wea ther and its effect on turf in se t t ing 
the events . 

"The footbal l field wi th i ts huge sur-
rounding s tadium rad ia t ing h e a t and cut-
t ing off circulat ion of air , is the baffling 
problem in turf ma in tenance . " 
—Will iam Perk ins , Supt . Yale Univers i ty 

spor t s fields. 

"Fa i rway wate r ing caused the m e m b e r s 
to kick about lessened distance, but you 
don' t hear elderly men complaining about 
being tired a f t e r they have played around 
over watered f a i rways . " 

—Frank Wilson. 
* * * 

"The reason for medal play in the Na-
t ional Open is t h a t i t ' s a case of each pro 
playing aga ins t the field; in match play 
for amateurs , it 's each man playing agains t 
his opponent . 

" T h e increased use of club proper ty at 
Brookline th is win te r was a br ight sign for 
the extension of golf clubs use fu lness and 
a t t rac t iveness . 

" T h e r e were 115 members actively en-
gaged in curl ing th is winter at Brookline. 

"Prof i t on the sa le of shells to the t rap-
shooters at our weekly competi t ions made 
an appropr ia t ion for shooting faci l i t ies un-
necessary . 

"Merchandise sa les have shown in-
c reases when the package design is made 
more a t t r ac t ive ; t ha t indicates the play of 
golf will be increased by the a t ten t ion 
g reenkeepe r s are devot ing to making the i r 
courses more a t t r ac t ive . " 

" W e are recover ing from the headaches 
given us by the unreasonable large house 
inves tmen t s we made a t our clubs. Golf 
will have a good y e a r with its 1934 model 
because national psychology now is such 
t h a t people believe they might as well 
have some fun for the i r money. 

" W e all can re jo ice tha t the bus iness 
pr inciples of 1929 didn ' t sink us." 

—Herber t Jaques . 


