
New Members/ More Green Fees, 
Brought by Our Good Fairways 

By PAUL BROCKHAUSEN 
Greenkeeper, Blue Mound Country Club, Milwaukee 

MOST gol f is played in the driest t ime 
of the year and by f a r the greatest 
number of shots are made on the 

fa i rways . So it's the f a i r w a y s that real ly 
count. That ' s what de termines the att itude 
of members toward their club. The greens 
are no longer much of a problem. W e have 
recognized the importance of good greens 
so long that practical ly al l courses have 
good greens. But if you are go ing to have 
a club at all these days, you have to keep 
your f a i rways in condition, too. Because 
if you don't the members w i l l find some 
other use for the money they would spend 
f o r dues. So you'll not only lose dues but 
you' l l also lose the extra green-fees these 
vanishing members wi l l t ake with them. 

Our exper ience has been that because 
the B lue Mound course was kept in such 
exce l lent shape we ' v e actual ly added over 
60 new members this year . Unquestion-
ably good fa i rways have been large ly re-
sponsible f o r this addition. W e have also 
had more guests, more ex t ra green-fees. 
That 's t o be expected because when a 
f oursome is making its plans to play, its 
choice o f clubs wi l l be the one wi th good 
fa i rways . A s a result w e have had over 
5,000 guests this year, a v e r y substantial 
increase over any previous year. 

Fertilizer -f- Water = Fairways. 
T h e question of how to establish good 

f a i rways and keep them in condition is 
more complicated. E v e r y club has its own 
individual problems. W e tr ied to answer 
some of our own problems when w e built 
our new course 8 years ago. One of the 
things w e did then was to put in a sprink-
l ing sys t em that would take care of the 
f a i rways as wel l as the greens. W e spend 
about $1,500 a year f o r water ing. Th is 
includes electr ic current, labor and hose. 
T h e wa t e r is pumped f r om a r i v e r running 
through the course. There ' s no doubt in 
my mind that this spr inkl ing system has a 
big e f f ec t on the condit ion of our turf. If 
you haven ' t a sprinkl ing sys tem f o r your 
fa i rways , I suggest that you plan f o r one 
now. It need not be an expensive system. 

Superintendent Brockhausen (right) uses 
this motorcycle to transport him around 

Blue Mound's grounds. 

Start it on three or four fa i rways . Then 
extend it each year. This is an excel lent 
t ime to ge t it started because mater ia l 
costs are so low. 

But there is one thing w e have a lways 
be l ieved and which our exper ience o v e r a 
period of years proves to be true and that 
i s—wate r alone won ' t keep f a i rways in 
condit ion. I t w i l l help. But you need a 
combination of wa t e r and fer t i l i zer to g e t 
resul ts—a th ickening of the turf by pro-
mot ion of new growth. Our sprinkl ing 
sys tem is important because it helps us to 
g e t the most out of our fert i l i zer . 

I can't understand why some gol f clubs 
seem to think consistent fer t i l i zat ion of 
the fa i rways is an expense item. T o me 
that is one of the most important i tems on 
my budget. You might just as wel l t ry to 
make bread wi thout yeast as to try t o pro-
duce good turf wi thout fert i l i zer . Fert i l -
i z e r is not only an important i tem but it is 
a lso a comparat ive ly small i tem for us. 



Of course, you have to use judgment in 
determining the kind of fertilizer you 
need. You can spend a lot of money with-
out getting results, if you don't use the 
right fertilizer. We made some very care-
ful tests and when we found what our soil 
needed we stuck to it. We avoid fertil-
izers that wash away or disintegrate too 
easily. I've seen some courses where they 
get a fine growth early in the spring but 
where they never need mowers after the 
first week or so in June. We have to keep 
our mowers going all the time because we 
get a good growth all through the summer. 
That's the result of what I call common 
sense, consistent fertilization. We feed 
our turf late in the fall. Some of this 
fertilizer lies dormant in the winter and 
gives the roots a good chance early in the 
spring before we could pgssibly do any-
thing. Then a little later in the spring, 
we give the course another feeding of fer-
tilizer. Our average cost for fertilizer has 
not been over $300 a year for the past six 
years. 

Regular Seeding Schedule. 

Then there's one more thing. While 
consistent fertilization and proper sprink-
ling are responsible for the condition 
of the course generally, we also seed sec-
tions of the course regularly. We do this 
partly for insurance. Our cost for seed is 
not high and by having a regular program 
for seeding we keep the turf from "wear-
ing out" in any one spot, 
every course presents a different problem. 
The soil is different; drainage, climate, 
etc., all have a bearing on the question 
of turf culture. But the big things to re-
member in all cases is that you have to 
use seed to start a turf and after it is 
started it needs fertilizer and water. If 
you are not fortunate enough to have a 
good sprinkling system for your fairways 
then you'll have to depend on nature to 
furnish the water. But you can't ask na-
ture to furnish the fertilizer, too. And 
right here you might be interested in an 
experiment we've been carrying on, on 
one small plot of ground. This plot has 
not been artificially watered. We've been 
letting nature furnish the water there. 
One section of it we have been feeding 
with fertilizer like we feed our course. 
Another section has not been fertilized. I 
wish you could see these two plots. Even 
the hot, dry summer we had this year 
couldn't kill the grass in the fertilized 
plot. The other one was brown and bare 
early in the summer. 
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a new 
21 inch 
Power 
Putting 
Green 
Mower 
IT'S the world's lightweight 

champion. Speedy. Re-
duces greens cutting costs 
50%. Safe. Foolproof. 
Will not mar or scuff the 
most delicate grass. Im-
possible to scalp turf. 
Power for heaviest cut-
ting. 

Does a job of mowing 
that will equal or surpass 
the highest priced hand 
mower ever built. A god-
send to both budget com-
mittees and greenkeepers. 
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