
The "Technocracy" of Golf 
Maintenance . 

By W . C. J A C K S O N 
TECHNOCRACY as defined by Mr. Scott, 
• tha t eminent engineer a t Columbia 
University, is the development of the ma-
chine to the point of production where the 
social or labor order can live on fewer 
working hours. 

Looking back over the last fifteen years 
of golf course maintenance, we see three 
very definite periods, classified generally 
as follows: 

1. The Awakening to a Higher Order 
of Maintenance. 

2. Experimental Stage of Better Turf 
Production. 

3. Development of Equipment to the 
Highest Point of Efficiency. 

Lately we have been confronted with a 
fourth stage which we migh t call the 
Economical Stage Due to Depression. 

Personally, I think this last condition, in 
the end, will do more good to bring the 
care of golf courses to an intel l igent basis, 
and afford a combining of the three pre-
vious stages to put this main tenance on a 
practical plane, than any th ing that has 
happened in the history of golf. 

To prove this point we mus t go back 
to a t ime in about 1918 and offer a resume 
of these stages. It was about this t ime 
that certain prominent seed houses and 
golf course supply companies realized the 
coming demand for better courses and ap-
plied all of their resources to the propa-
ganda necessary to st imulate th is demand. 
Famous golf architects were employed and 
so-called "turf experts" were sent abroad 
to advise clubs on their problems. 

Unfortunately some of these experts in 
reality knew very little about turf produc-
tion and their sole aim in l ife was to in-
duce a club to purchase twice as much 
seed or fert i l izer or material as was neces-
sary for the mat ter in hand. But they did 
this much good, in tha t they awakened 
greenchairmen to the point of thinking 
and finally bringing the issue to a point of 
readjus tment . 

Some of the wiser heads got together 
and with the help of Drs. Piper and Oak-
ley, agrostologists in the Depar tment of 
Agriculture, the Green Section had its in-
ception. The first years of its infancy were 
employed mostly in criticizing commercial 
experts and condemning nearly everything 
promulgated by them. In much of it they 

HOURS A DAY 
TODAY more than ever before good fence 
is a paying investment . . . the best invest-
ment against trespassers of all kinds. 

PAGE • A LIFETIME FENCE 
Corrosive atmospheric conditions vary in 
different localities. P A G E F E N C E can be 
furnished in Armco Iron. Copper-bearing 
Steel and "Alcoa" Aluminum. Our repre-
sentative will be glad to consult with you 
as to the best lifetime Page Fence for 
your locality. 

ERECTED PROPERLY 
Every one of our 82 Service Plants is a 
fence construction expert . . . equipped to 
erect your fence mechanically perfect . 
W r i t e us direct or consult your classified 

telephone directory. 
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Toro Trojan Fairway Mowers 
The 1933 High-Speed Model will 

do a good clean job of cu t t ing grass 
at ope ra t ing speeds up to 9 miles an 
hour . The Toro 30-inch Super 
Mower f o r speeds up to 6 miles an 
hour . T o r o T r o j a n M o w e r s are 
s turdy, l ight- running, bui l t up to the 
highest mechanical s t anda rds . . . 
Amer ica ' s finest. W r i t e f o r catalog. 

Toro Manufacturing Co. 
3042-3168 Snel l ing Avenue, 

Minneapolis , Minn . 

(pood turf 
is a magnet 
Nothing attracts players like a course in-
the-pink-of-condition. Good turf is the 
best and the cheapest business insurance 
a golf club can buy. 

P R E M I E R 
P O U L T R Y M A N U R E 
A natural balanced diet for golf turf grass—6% 
Ammonia, 2 . 5 0 % Phosphoric Ac id and I to 2 % 
Potash—No live weed seeds—Being organic it 
aids bacterial action—quickly and easily ap-
plied and absorbed by the soil. 

Write for name of your nearby dealer. 

P R E M I E R P O U L T R Y M A N U R E C O . 
327 S. La Salle St. Chicago, Illinois 

were r ight and served as a check on over-
commercialization. 

Then entered a period of experimenta-
tion with put t ing green grasses and we 
saw the entrance of stolonized bent greens. 
Various s t ra ins were introduced, such as, 
Metropolitan, Washington, Virginia, Sea-
side, etc. and a craze for these greens 
swept the country. 

Golf courses tore up their existing 
greens to reach th is "Answer For It All." 
Too much reliance was put on anyth ing 
tha t emanated f rom the Green Section and 
hundreds of courses went blindly through 
a period of inflation with enormous recon-
struction and re tu rn ing programs. 

Frankly, looking back over a period of 
fourteen years there have been only two 
th ings insti tuted of real value as f a r as 
turf culture was concerned, and they were 
the use of mercuric and mercurous chlor-
ides in the place of Bordeaux mix ture for 
t rea tment of fungous diseases and the ap-
plication of a rsenate of lead, for the re-
tardat ion of weed growth and the elimi-
nation of grub and earthworms. 

Then what has been the one thing tha t 
has enabled golf courses to reach a high-
er s tandard, and expedite its grooming for 
immediate play? Oolf course equipment 
and machinery, of course. 

Personally, if I had to employ a green-
keeper tomorrow I would far ra ther he 
would be a competent mechanic than a 
renowned turf expert. Manufacturers real-
ized this a few years ago and to that end 
they really worked. So today we are able 
to mow 18 greens in from three to four 
hours, mow our fa i rways in f rom seven 
to eight hours, water 18 greens in f rom 
three to five hours, and water our fair-
ways in from one to three days, mix our 
compost in one-fifth the time and keep our 
mowers sharpened and equipment in apple 
pie order. 

The greatest expense in the maintenance 
of a golf course i s ' t h e labor; material used 

^ « k Cut Cost of Treating and Fertilizing 
/."I jt i « Your Greens Way Down 

McCLAIN H Y D R O - M I X E R 
(o ^ ^ Treats a Green in 10 to IS 

J l ^ H T minutes by pumping only 25 
— ̂ f l H ^ I ^ ^ ^ ^ gallons of water. Insures 

nBnfflperfect application of soluble 
^ ^ • ^ • M H K A P Fertilizers, Fungicides, Ver-

^ ^ ^ v micides, etc. Reduces labor 
costs to bottom. Faster than power rig. Eliminates 
sprinkling carts and expensive sprayers. A real 
money saver. Write for details. 
McCLAIN BROS. CO., 121 2nd St., CANTON, OHIO 



and initial cost of equipment is small in 
comparison. If we had to maintain a mod-
ern golf course at its present standard 
with the equipment available fourteen 
years ago, the cost would be enormous or 
almost impracticable. 

Today I am caring for an 18 hole course, 
one of the best in the Middle West, with 
perhaps the largest green area in the coun-
try, 1,000 acres of park area, 5% miles of 
roadways, 3 polo fields, 2 tennis courts, 
stables with capacity for 100 horses, estates 

i built on the club grounds, 3 trapshooting 
stands and one of the finest tree and shrub 
nurseries of any course in the United 
States for a total cost of $25.000 annually 
and I only work my men IVz hours per 
day! 

The answer is purely and solely stand-
ardized, modern equipment, repaired and 
kept in shape all of the time. 

Club's Green Damaged by Small 
Boys 

T H E UNICORN Country Club, Woburn, 
Mass., suffered malicious damage amount-

ing to approximately $1,000 to its 13th 
green recently. Indications point to the 
vandalism being the work of young boys 
who for some reason had a grudge against 
the club and raided the course during the 
night. In addition to digging up the green, 
the vandals stole flags and cups from sev-
eral greens and smashed a water fountain. 

CRAB GRASS is an annual, developing 
each spring from seed; where it has 

been allowed to flourish, the soil is sure to 
be full of its seed. In early summer pull 
out the young plants before they have had 
a chance to grow and save a lot of trouble 
later on in the season. 

SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF 

M O L E S 
AND HOW TO CONTROL THEM 

C. E. GRELLE, Green Hills, Portland. Ore. 
Manufacturer of the ACME MOLE TRAP 

Most Efficient Mole Trap on the Market 

A FAST PRO SHOP SELLER! 
E v e r y p l a y e r n e e d s a c o p y of t h e 

G O D D A R D P E R M A N E N T R E C O R D SCORE 
BOOK & G U I D E TO BETTER G O L F 

at less than lc a round. Leading pros and players 
enthuse about it. Best aid to the pro in correcting a 
player's faults and improving his game. Price 25c. 
Liberal discounts. Write today for FREE sample, 
sales plan. 
JAY PUBLISHING CO.. »57 Woodward Ave. DETROIT, MICH 

Q ^ T h i s year 

even nickels 

are nice-TO KEEP 
1933 dollars are hard to make and 

harder to hang on to. This year, we can't 
quarrel with the quarters and even nickels 
are nice—TO KEEP. 

You can plug those clubhouse leaks with 
Bill Livie's new 3-in-l system of bookkeep-
ing. It's simple. It's complete. It's prac-
tical and foolproof. It's in use at many 
courses. It's endorsed by leading pros. 

The Livie system keeps all records up-
to-date, with a perpetual inventory of 
stock and profits, day by day. It saves 
plenty of money and plenty of headache. 
It pays for itself in a couple of days. Clip 
the coupon now. Special offer, one book 
(one month's operations) for only 

$ £ . 0 0 

BILL LIVIE, Pro 
Willowick Country Club 

Willoughby, Ohio 

COUPON 
Bill Livie, 
Willowick Country Club, 
Wil loughby, Ohio. 

Here's the dollar. Please send me your book 
(postpaid) immediately. 

Name 

Address 

Ci ty State 


