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tilized with ammonium sulphate. In using
ammonium sulphate we believe in fre-
quent, light applications, i. e.,, from 10 to
16 1bs. per green.

“The compost heap is under cover and is
always dry enough to go through the com-
post spreader. Sprinkling is done during
the night.

“For fighting brown patch we depend
upon the pole whipping which is done
early in the morning to break up the my-
celia before it can kill the grass, thus pre-
venting the formation of probably millions
of new fungus spores. We have had little
brown patch trouble. Our greens hold a
better color and seem to be in a more
healthy condition since we discontinued
the heavy use of chemicals.

Birds Help

“Web worms and other grubs have not
been very troublesome. There are lots of
birds on the course, and we rarely have
to use arsenate of lead to keep insect
pests under control.

“Our greens are planted with Washing-
ton bent, with the exception of No. 8,
which is Cocoos bent. This green was
the first Cocoos bent green in this dis-
trict. It was an experiment and has
proven very satisfactory.

“With the exception of sulphate of am-
monia, uged as a fertilizer, we use no other
chemicals except when absolutely neces-
sary. We do not believe in ‘doping' our
greens.

“Without trying to boast, I believe that
it is true that we have some of the finest
greens I have ever seen. Their color is
always a rich dark green (and if you have
ever paid any attention to it, this is some-
thing which is far from being universal).
. Their texture is full and heavy, and they
putt as true as a billiard table. And yet
we probably spend less to keep them per-
fect than is the case in 90 per cent of the
nine greens of any other course.

“The real secret behind our success, I
believe, lies in the fact that we consider
our greens somewhat as a human being.
We are fully convinced that piling on one
chemical and stimulant after another is
bound to have a stifling effect upon the
green. It is a fairly delicate surface and
must be treated accordingly. It can only
stand so much artificial doping. We be-
lieve that nature’s subtle methods should
be utilized to the fullest extent. And I be-
lieve the evidence speaks fully for the
wisdom of our judgment.”

THE FIRING LINE

NYONE who ever has any argument

with statements made in GOLFDOM,
by any of its contributors or its editor, is
welcome to fire away in rebuttal.

Here is one of the letters commenting
on Arthur Langton's article on avoiding
department jealousy which appeared in
September GOLFDOM.

Sept. 27, 1932.
Herb Graflis, Editor:

Mr. Langton states that cooperation be-
tween golf club departments is non-exis-
tent. This statement is an absurdity.

To state that the different department
heads are working from independent stand-
points is erronous, the majorty of depart-
ments in all golf clubs are working for one
purpose and that is to create a place of
pleasure for the members.

“It is absurd as Mr. Langton suggests,
for the pro to require the services of the
average golf course mechanic to repair the
pro’s machinery. The height of folly is
reached when the man who does the me-
chanical work on the course is called in to
repair the refrigerator or the plumbing.
This is a highly specialized type of work
and anyone would be ill advised to en-
trust such work to the average mechanie
found on the majority of golf courses. A
golf course mechanic does not have to be
burdened down with a smattering knowl-
edge of all these different types of work
and their technique; modern golf course
machinery is simple and efficient.

“Mr. Langton states the superintendent
is too jealous of any other department
receiving any help from any of the em-
ployees on the course. Has he employed
a staff to make a complete survey of the
attitude and thoughts of all the golf course
superintendents throughout the United
States?

“If and when such a condition of jealousy
should exist a cranium analysis is neces-
sary. The majority of issues are eco-
nomic; this is essentially true when the
budget system is in operation. All presi-
dents and green-chairmen should be proud
of the department head who fights to keep
the expense within the department head’s
budget estimate.

Signed, W. H. THORNE.



