
SIMPLE 
UPKEEP on MacGregor Course 
Gives Championship Condition 
THAT POLICY of taking their own med-

icine which is a habit of the em-
ployes of the Crawford, McGregor and 

Canby Co. in the construction and opera-
tion of their own golf course is working 
out better each year. 

This year the 1932 Dayton city cham-
pionship was played over the McGregor 
course and returned Robert Horace Kepler 
to his fourth consecutive victory in the 
event. 

The McGregor 9-hole course is one of 
the model semi-public courses of the coun-
try. Its design is for the most part nat-
ural, with artificial hazards at the greens, 
but every shot you play on the course has 
to be a golf shot. 

Bill S ime is the fellow responsible for 
the maintenance of the course. The main-
tenance methods employed are simple and 
economical. While the condition of the 

N o . 3 g r e e n , MacGregor golf course, Day ton , 
Ohio, d u r i n g 1932 D a y t o n c i ty championship . 
Rober t K e p l e r , champion for the f o u r t h con-
secut ive y e a r , a t t r i b u t e d much of his spectac-
u la r p lay ing to the superb condi t ion of the 
greens and f a i r w a y s . Kep ler un leashed a rec -
o r d - m a k i n g 63 over th is dif f icult course in the 
m o r n i n g round , wie ld ing his p u t t e r l ike a m a -
gic ian. H e needed just 29 p u t t s f o r the round, 
p lay ing t h e last nine w i t h but 12 put ts . 

course may not reveal the refinements of 
some of the ultra establishments, it cer-
tainly is up to the highest standard of con-
ditioning of any of the smaller courses and 
calls for an annual budget so low that tne 
figure encourages the construction and op-
eration of courses. 

About his maintenance policies Sime 
says: 

"Before saying anything about mainte-
nance I wish to mention the fact that the 
construction of the green itself is one of 
the most important factors in securing a 
good putting surface. The top 4-in. to 8-in. 
must be of good soil, and the drainage, 
both sub and surface, must be properly 
attended to. Unless this is done during 
construction it is utterly impossible to 
maintain a perfect putting surface through-
out the playing season. 

"With our construction problems proper-
ly worked out, our methods of greenkeep-
ing are comparatively simple. 

"The greens are whipped with a bam-
boo pole to bring up the nap and are 
mowed every day. We have no schedule 
time for topdressing and fertilizing, but our 
greens are under constant observation and 
at the first sign of weakness they are 
either topdressed with compost or fer-



tilized with ammonium sulphate . In using 
ammonium su lpha te we bel ieve in fre-
quent, l ight applicat ions, i. e., f r o m 10 to 
15 lbs. per green. 

"The compost heap is under cover and is 
a lways dry enough to go th rough t h e com-
post spreader . Sprinkling is done during 
the night. 

"For fighting brown patch we depend 
upon the pole whipping which is done 
early in t h e morning to b reak up the my-
celia before it can kill the grass , t h u s pre-
venting the format ion of probably millions 
of new fungus spores. We have had little 
brown patch trouble. Our g r e e n s hold a 
be t te r color and seem to be in a more 
healthy condit ion since we discontinued 
the heavy use of chemicals. 

Birds Help 
"Web worms and other g rubs have not 

been very t roublesome. T h e r e a r e lots of 
birds on the course, and we ra re ly have 
to use a r s e n a t e of lead to keep insect 
pests under control . 

"Our g reens a re planted with Washing-
ton bent, with the exception of No. 8, 
which is Cocoos bent. Th i s g reen was 
the first Cocoos bent green in th is dis-
trict. It was an exper iment and has 
proven very sa t is factory . 

"With the exception of su lpha te of am-
monia, used as a fertil izer, we use no other 
chemicals except when absolute ly neces-
sary. We do not believe in 'doping' our 
greens. 

"Without t ry ing to boast, I bel ieve tha t 
it is t rue tha t we have some of t h e finest 
greens I have ever seen. The i r color is 
always a r ich da rk green (and if you have 
ever paid any a t ten t ion to it, th i s is some-
thing which is f a r f rom being universa l ) . 
Their t ex ture is full and heavy, and they 
putt as t rue a s a billiard table . And yet 
we probably spend less to keep them per-
fect than is t he case in 90 per cen t of t he 
nine greens of any o ther course. 

"The rea l sec re t behind our success, I 
believe, lies in the fac t t h a t we consider 
our greens somewha t as a h u m a n being. 
We are fully convinced t h a t pi l ing on one 
chemical and s t imulant a f t e r ano the r is 
bound to have a stifling effect upon the 
green. It is a fair ly delicate s u r f a c e and 
must be t r ea t ed accordingly. It can only 
stand so much artificial doping. We be-
lieve t h a t na tu re ' s subt le m e t h o d s should 
be utilized to the ful lest ex tent . And I be-
lieve the evidence speaks ful ly for the 
wisdom of our judgment . " 

THE FIRING LINE 

A NYONE who ever has any a rgumen t 
* * wi th s t a t emen t s made in GOLFDOM, 
by any of i ts con t r ibu tors or its editor, is 
we lcome to fire away in rebut ta l . 

He re is one of the le t t e r s comment ing 
on Ar thu r Langton ' s a r t ic le on avoiding 
d e p a r t m e n t jealousy which appeared in 
Sep t ember GOLFDOM. 

Sept. 27, 1932. 
H e r b Graffis, Edi tor : 

Mr. Langton s ta tes t h a t cooperat ion be-
tween golf club d e p a r t m e n t s is non-exis-
ten t . This s t a t emen t is an absurdi ty . 

To s t a t e tha t the d i f ferent d e p a r t m e n t 
heads a r e working f rom independent s tand-
poin ts is erronous, the ma jo r ty of depar t -
m e n t s in all golf clubs a r e working for one 
purpose and tha t is to c rea te a place of 
p leasure for the members . 

" I t is absurd as Mr. Langton sugges t s , 
for t h e pro to require the services of t he 
ave rage golf course mechan ic to repa i r the 
pro 's machinery . T h e height of folly is 
r eached when the m a n who does the me-
chanica l work on the course is called in to 
r epa i r the r e f r ige ra to r or the plumbing. 
This is a highly special ized type of work 
and anyone would be ill advised to en-
t r u s t such work to the average mechan i c 
found on the major i ty of golf courses. A 
golf course mechanic does not have to be 
burdened down with a sma t t e r ing knowl-
edge of all these d i f fe ren t types of work 
and the i r technique; modern golf course 
mach ine ry is simple and efficient. 

"Mr. Langton s t a t e s t he super in tenden t 
is too jealous of any o the r d e p a r t m e n t 
rece iv ing any help f rom any of the em-
ployees on the course. Has he employed 
a staff to make a comple te survey of t he 
a t t i t ude and thoughts of all t he golf course 
supe r in t enden t s t h roughou t t he Uni ted 
S t a t e s ? 

"If and when such a condit ion of jea lousy 
should exist a c ran ium analysis is neces-
sary . The ma jo r i ty of i ssues a re eco-
nomic ; this is essent ia l ly t rue when the 
budge t sys tem is in operat ion. All presi-
den t s and green-chai rmen should be proud 
of the depa r tmen t head who fights to keep 
the expense wi thin the depa r tmen t head ' s 
budge t es t imate . 

Signed, W. H. T H O R N E . 


